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"Norlon) Nofico)

iz published by the Hosthern
of the Norton Owners Club., Its purpose g to
inform and ontertain  membors regardimge all
aspects of the Norton wmcotorsyele, includiog
hiztory, technieal advice, and preservation of
the margue

Californis  Branch

HOETON BOTICE 15 & reflaction of ity
readership, who &re encoursged to submit any
article, technical tip, photogrerh {original or
btherwise) as long &g it le in good taste, so
that other Horton enthusissts may  enjoy it
For Branch members who ocannot  attend club
mest ings or club  rides, the HORTON NOTICE
affords an opportunity to share-experisncse sod
information with the membership of the Hranch,
and te bring the Branch memhers sloser bogethor

The deadline for items to be submitted for
publication i& the 15th of sach month

Memberahip in the Morthern
the Harton Owners Club 1=
BET ¥eaTr

Galifornia Branch of
avallable for $26 00

Mermbership dues are
Secratary/Treasurer

payablo to The Branch

Renswnl duss are payable at  the end of the
individual's membership year, that month being
designated by the last number of the
individual's. membership number as locsted on
the meiling label of & NORTOM MOTICE or the

membership card. For example, T45/7 denotes
wember 745 with duss expiring on the ist of
February

All changes of address should go to the lreanch
Secretary/Treasursr, not bhe BOTICE Edibtor,

Subseription to  the NOHTON NOTICE only Q=

available for $15 00 per year, This doss not
include menbership in bthe Northern California
Branch of the Norton Oynars Olub, nor does 1L

afford any of the
membership in the HOC

rights ar privileges of

Branch of

Membership in the Northern Talifornia
i a membes o

the HNorton Ownees Club entities
e R of tihie NORTON ROTICE  and

memitib ]y

bi-monthly Issues of ROADHOLDER megazine, which
is sent directly from England, keepling members
infarmed af Horton owners" nekivities
wor ldwide Membership provides wating

privileges at all NOC  and Branch meebings, and
allows one to purchaze MNorton spares  direckly
from England, st signifioent savangs,  fthrough
the NOC Spares VProgram

CLUB OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
lahr Tovell
118 Seal Honk Lr
San Fran

1413173

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Alan Goldwater
“hanticlesr dve
nanta Cruz: TA 95062
(4081475 - 75305
EDITOR

Caputo

1058 Perali
Alpary
{41515

RECORDING SFCRFTARY
Tim Canurn
2060 Caming A Los Lerrs
Menlo Bark, ©a G400%
(4191854 4564
BARAPHERNALIA
Suran Meisaner
5400 1e Guleh Ry
Sahta Lrus, CA 9500
(408)426 6526

Imporrant!
{Please take note of the Following fine print.)

The nhject of the Northern California Bisnch of the Nerop
Owners Club i5 to prameats, encournge and devefop  all maotor-
rycling activities  The Club's members ars owners ol Notron
mmorcycl and They often submit  for publication in o the
Morton_Motiee technical 1 periaiming oo wycles af rhe
Nirion margUe, Technical tips s published have Leen reviewed
[or technical eontenr and are believed o be both acceprable
amid warkable, bt o punrantee s omoade or implisd char chey
will work correctly, nar is any Habilicy sssumed by either the
Narran Owhieis Club or the suthors Tor any problams ulting
from wse of rhese technical tps,  The Club also a ¥
respansibility for the acts of pmissions of it member= in
connection with Club acrivities, Nozton Notice  arricles or
other marerial express the authors' Views only and not neees-
sarily the official policy of the Norton Owners Club ue its
Notthewn Californin Brasch,  The aditor reseries the right to
BLCepl, [ or alter pll editorial and  advertising macerial
submitted [ publicarion Advertising  published  dees  mor
imply emdorsemant of  prodocts, poods or services.
knotw,

Mo wein

1963 caraioa dedwing of Matnx 30M and 40m
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E. THE RIDE 18 AUTH-
¥ OF oI AND

PROBLEMS TAKEN OF. “

DATE DAY [EMIEWTT
FEBRUARY

Feb. 6-8 Fri-Sun. Great American Bike Show, Cow Palace, S.F I' ; ; : 5 ‘5

B2 101l 1213 14
151617 1819 2021
NBMEBTN

Feb 12 Thurs. Branch meeting. Prince of Wales Pub, 106 E
25th Ave, San Mateo, 730 PM. A new meeting place!

Feb. 15 Sun Branch ride Morgan Hill here we comel

Harvey leads this one starting at Rabers. 10:00 AM. Read about it

on page 4 Fifteen Nortons and Harvey springs for champagne! . "'I‘“fcl‘" .
| 234587

Feb. 26- Sat~- Daylona Bike Week B

Mar 8 Sun

IS 14171819202
1221243571627 18
9103

Mar 12 Thurs Branch meeting Place TBA

Mar 22 Sun. Branch ride. Oakville Grade. Our Ride
Coordinator takes us through some of her favorite territory
Details in next issue

Mar, 28 Sun Swapmeet at San Mateo County Fairgrounds.
$3 00 adm + §2.00 parking. Sponsored by Western Riders Inc

April 11 Sat lL.a Carrera. Si puede vaa Hé]ll:o para este
eyento especial

2 B o B B2

caF seys “tven my
July 11 Sat Laguna Seca the SRunp,of a pacy: of
July 12 Sun. IANERMR-0%
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TWISTERIP TWADDLE

The Januery clull mearing was hold in Oaklamd st Margie
Siegal's e the [ time within recent memory lor an
East Bay vanue. In the circummanees (e, fist time theee,
unfamilisr’ surroiandings, shoart eotice), attendance  woas prety
gaod and it was noproductive meeting with several new  idoas
batrad around.  First among these was the notlon ol holding
furute club meetings on more of a rotavional basis say, South
Bay in Febwary, West Bay in March, North Bay in April, Epst
fdy again in May, something like vhar, vbe o new place. in
Pale Alte for the February mesting—ses. elsewhers §n o this
Natice o learn whether that's been worked owl (Don Danmeier
found 8 possible good spot). | encourape all members in the
Bay Area to be oo the lo in their own  vicinities for
likely mesting places, beciuge | know we can improve  wpen
the past situation. Bring: your idess 1o the next mesfing, or
least give me a call,

Second ided = actually o continuing omer Let's ger
guest gpeakers lined up for monthly mestings 1o make them
mote of an event than a talkfest/boose-up. It's been greas
when Vance Hrepse came. and U'm surk that amongst ou)selves
we know some [hteresting people who'd like the opporrunity 1e
talk abouw motorcveling and Mo tnoan atreEntive sudience.
(A, how pbout fronting the money to Iy Ber Hopwood over?)
Thete are things we could do beades [use speabers, oo, leas,
anygne?

wme

Wa're going to try to ger s Members Roeter our 1his voar,
and we want to dnelude in it an eolasged verson of e Wes
Const Deslers Directory thar uppeared in the Notice n few
manths ago. There ate two things cach member can do to
asmist thiz project: (al Let Alan, our spcrotary-1eeasurer, know
the name, address and details of the dealesis! in your area fus
to what bikes and repaits thev can handle and how good their
stuck of spares seemi), aml (b1 Hnsure Alan hap your cosrect
idress and phone number,

(IT [nt any reason you want ooly

city and phone number to appear in the Roster, be eue
w et Alan know that, topl) As angene who's sver been in
angeppcted  difficultins can atrest, @n up-to-dite  rostes i

wotth {1s weight in spark plugs, au please heip us ensure 1 s
aveuriti and comprehensive,

Furchoe 1o the aler published oo pajge 1L of lkst monch'd
Woticn, a sraw poll was taken st the  Junuary meeting  on
whethar | on behall of the Cluly should write o letior to 3
menie  expreasing our membsas" opinion on Assembly  Hill 36,
would make the wearing of n helmet mandatory for all
cyelises in California, The result of said poll was (1} the
menmbers in attendaice were gennrally opposed to the messue,

and (2} tefore anything written tor the Cluh, the heoader
mambership should haye an opportunity 0 comment. Therefore,
=l Branch members are reguested either 1o attend rhe Febroary
meeting wmil express their apinion on the subjigct ar te write
or eall me {ot the ssme purpose. The poll faken at Lhe last
macting is presumprively representative of the feeling of the
mambers-as & whaole, | am particularly interestied in heading
from wou it you disfavor the wnting of such = lerter (Le
wvou think a belmst law ix o good ideal. The consenzis whan
the issue was discussed was that helmets are o good idea bur
whether or not fo wear one should remafn an fndividusl chuce
rather than a legal requirement.  Thar crashed, impecunious
mocbeeyelists are n drain upon the public pure i deobted, bur
even if they were, they more than o s wp for it in organ
tonarions, clght? Ler my koow whar yeuo think, end by ol
means do write: dirgetly to your assemblyman yoursalf o make
your feelings known, | plan to write 3 lecter from the Clul
about mid-February iT o conrrary intention hes ot become
pain by then

This eolumn's getting kinda fo
iea thar come up and then off. The obssrvation was
made that, for some incomplerely understoond reason, the mem-—
bess of the Nerton Owners Club are b surprisingly diverse ot
and rhat it would be wy anisesiting 1ooran periodic blograph-
ical skerches on members in the Notice (with perhaps o one-
or twosword note m o the Roster s 10 each member's shiick),
pogsibly in intesview form, Comment?

Lo I throw put ome fast

We had o good ride ta Mt, Disbly on Januacy 380k, of which
undoubredly more: elsewhere-~hope vou made i1, See-vou around

The next band
:’

JOIN THE RIDES
THEY'RE FUNIII

TRAVEL THE
CONTINENT

FEBRUARY RIDE: SOUTH BAY SORTIE
DEPARTURE POINT: RABER'S, 1615 ALMADEN RG, SAN JOSE
: AM

FLYTHG IADY RESTAURANT ARD MUSEUM
15060 FOOTHTLL AVE, MORGAN HILL

DESTTHATION:

It seema like enthusiasm and participatlon in club
events has been “sagoing” a kit lately, so whan Ms.
Margie sweet talked me into putting on the Fabruary
Ride T agreed, with the thought that we could hava
same fun as well as conduct & check on the club's
vital signs. T'd like te see fiftemn Hortops on this
ride and no Jap machines. This is & challange on what
is usually the rottsnst, celdest, posslbly wettest
menths of Lhe yeat, REAL NOrton men and women will
rise to the ocaseion and the Kort's love it -— they
think they're back homal! So, If we get fifteen Norks
ot this ride, I'11 buy the champagne at the Flying
Lady and give o talk at the next club meeting on “How
To Buy and Sell Your Morton apd Still Be Friends with
the Other Guy", dedicated tp Fhil Fadford, of cource.

The ride will start at Rabar's whers Bob valuntssared
to have some hot coffee and donuts for us and open g
the showroom. Be sure to get there early, say about
9:15 and DO BOT EAT ANY BREAEFAST UNDER ANY CIRCUMST-
ANCE., After kicking vires and drocling over soms of
Ed's classics, we'll head out for about 45 miles of
scenic South Bay hille and lakes before arriving at
the Flying lLady at about 11:30. Maps of the route
will be handed cut ab Baber's. The Flying Tady is

3 restaurant and museum with the best Sunday mornlng
brunch in the county, You simply get all you can eak
of the bast kind of breakfast stuff yoo can possibly
imagine plus ‘all the champagne you can drink for a
paltry $8.95. 1 think if you stop eating abour Thurs
day you'il be OK. The dscor is pretty outlandlsh,
Mote than a hundred airplanes hang from the geiling
with six of them full size genuine articles, It's on
a hillside with a nice view of the lower valley if
the wenther's not too rotten. There's a free museum
there too with old cars, alrplanes, buggys, a bike or
two, pnd other wierd old atuff. 8o gst off your lazy
tired old butt, fire up the old scldler and Grme get
reacqualntesl with your nld buddies, This means you,
Scot, Gena, Phil, BEd, Ralph, Margie, Alan, Tim, Suran
John, Lou, Mike, Tom, Bab, Alex, Wayme, Harold, Dave,
ato,eto, otc, ete, et ate; ., , ., = Ya thers!

Tkaep: ‘em Upright"

WELDOME ITW MITHETas

william Be
Fanneln Hyga

Sy Martin
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NOTES

Hi Tolks,

LA CARRERA RESYLTS

Many of you no doubt read thal the st place
overall matorcycle finisher at La Carrera was Fred
Eiker aboard a PN Whal | was never aple to lgqure
out from all the garbled pnews reports (Do newsmen
stay sober al this event?) was who finished where in
the various classes  According to the lalest 8rltish
Car and Bike (Jan/Feb) there were no less than FIVE,
count ‘em, FIVE! Nartons in the top six places of Lhe
vintage Open  Eiker's winning average spesd was
FTL18 mph while Paul Blouin's 6th place Morton
rrulsed an In at 5937 mph. A Triumph managed Lo
snateh 4lh al 86 96 mph

DIREETORY TARING SHA3

Plans are underway to update the Membership
Directory  The current roster will be usad as the
basis for the new edition with some additional
features thrawn In including an updated (and possibly
expanded) dealer directory. Club members present at
the January meeling agreed that the Directory coula
serve Norton owners as an on-the-road ald, much as
tha BMW und Guzzi Owners Clubs Ananymuous
fireclories serve their members

In addition to the roster and dealer directory,
we are expioring the possibility of adding local
tradesmen who club members have used and wha have
provided satisfactory (or outslandingl) services You
can help In our efforts by acting on the following

| IT you have had paintwark, welding,

reuphalslering, machinewaork, elc, completed
satisfactorily by a local craftsman or shop and think
others in the club could benefil from the service send
me [Loul the

a  Name of the shop or person who akg the
work;

b Current address,

. Current phone,

4 Type of seryicae(s).

IT we receive enough information we'll include these
services in Lhe 1987 Directlory.
Also,

21T you dap’t want your address or phone
number listed in the Directory send me [Lou) a note Lo
that effecl

RENBWALS TO ALAN

| broblems and Lechnlgues
| you are currently working on and perhaps we can
| begin ta pull together people whe are facing simiiar

| business was insufficient Lo support their ad

| thelr

IU's too early to say when Lhe Directory will
be puhlished bul |, for one, will welcams it as my
current one 15 about to bite the dust

RIDZ SUEOESTIONS WELEOHE

white It appears Lhat we are off and running
through Lhe Spring with club rides, we are still
looking for club members whe would te willing to
orgenize a ride through their favorite territory. The
Lask basically Involves three steps

1 Give us 3 starting point;

2, Give us a destination tand & campground if
an overmghter) with a map Lo show the way,

3. Have in mind a restaurant along the route
where everyone can relax and enjoy @ decent meal at
a@ decent price

Margie will be more than willing to talk to
you. in o addition we need a Leam (or uhe hardy
volunteer) to plan the Annuzl Rally  Start think!ng
aboul 1t new, campground reservatlons feed Lo be
made parly If we wanl samething warthwhile

How aboul it, ride fans?

REDUNIAD S

AL the January meeling it was suggested that
club members try and keep Lrack of who |5 rebuliding
whal so Ihal we could share Infermalion abpout
Lel the NOTICE know what

jobs

D O W N T eH

The staff of the NOTICE is hard al work
putting together a tech bonanza for club members
We've arranged for aix scber ond dedicoted Morton
nuts Lo gel togelher Lo exchange views about all of
Lhe systems of Lhe Commando, The Tocus for the
meetingls) will be modifications to improve a-
refiability, b- performance. c- both a and b where
possible.  Although il s too early to predict the
success of Lhis venture, I'm looking lorward to
bringing you our best efforts. Hopefully the [irst
Installment will be ready for the March issue

DEALERS

Local dealers need Lo know Lhal you are aware
Lhat they advertise in Lhe NOTICE. We recently lost
Hall-Burdelte because they felt thal Lheir Bay Area
Thoy
may be right; bul 1f none of Lhe dealers ever hears
name assoclaled with the NOTICE they may
pegin to feel the same way. | have in the pasl asked
If some of them would be interestea In running
specials for club members but have received littie
enthusiasm for this. As it stands, Lthey support us
with ads and donalions let them know  you
appreciale those offorls. Byntinusd o0 pays 10
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5, Herthern California Branch

| PRRAPHERNAL 1A ‘

"My sucesc o due te my undpproachable fiertan® T-shirt, black oith gald print,
Large anly. 58,00
2. ML classic "N" T-smipt, dark biue with white print, Large and -Tarae only #,00
kU, ) h] "y Black with white print. Large only, 2,00
| L i ] - o white wlth black print, Medium and Tarae only B, 0o

Togo T-shirt, white with blue and red print.

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH

imall, med and lar
| &, lorthern California Hrang all férsey, white with 5lue and rfed print.
| A-Targe anly. 4,50
A1l T-shirts are $3.50 postage.
7. Commando Seryvice Notes, 45 pages compy jed and printed an Lngland by G, .00 |
| 8. 3"x 3" NOC machine b .00 |
| 9, & 1/2° red NOC st Send orders Lo .00
0. .3 L " &0
11,2 372" % 3 172" red, white, and blue NOC sticker AT . T
| 12. 2" ped, silver, and black NOL sticker auran Meissner |
| 13. 4" red and white embroidered cloth HOC patch 53500 Tie Gulch Rd |
51'%_ i i ecmnad HOE Shnalint Santa Cruz, CA 9506%
ade =1 anar L ape pn -
A T i 4 (408)426 6526
17. red, white, and blue enamel John Player Norton apel pin |
N " " " F " t T ey fab |
| |
‘ | Call or write for detad)s concerning availability and postage of tems. |
|

NOMTHERN CALTFORNTA BHANTH
TOOL LOAN-GUT PROGRA

Get in touch with Harry Buniing 17 you. need
ane or mare of the fallowing toals for wor
an your Commandi. A refundable deposdt equal
to the replacement coft of the toal is
requitTed a2 the time you pick it up.

DERQSTT

1

TOOL

ring c
Tocking anw
Spring compressor.
e puller...

nla

6P nj
lavshaf

gearbok L bearing extractor.. |
Harry Bunting (418) 968-2020

1407 Gi Tniore Si
Hountaln View, CA

u

NORTONORTONORTONORTONORT

ADVERTISING RATEHS

1/4 pa 1/2 pg Full pg
£ mow $35 570 140
1vr 60 $120 $240

Send ad copy and check to the Bditer

NORTONORTONORITONORTONORT

JOIN UP

MOTORCYCLES

Exclusively British 1938 On

» The shop for classic and antique British bikes:
AJS, Arjel, BSA, Norton, Matchless, Royal Enfleld,
Triumph, Velocette & Vincent.

* We stock all currently available Commande paris,
plus a lot that aren't.

* We also have a good selection, and source of pre.
Commando parts, both new and used; at
reasonable prices.

¢ Full repair and machine shop services available.

THE WEST COAST JOBBER FOR

- A :._.*
Domi Racer

o
DISTRIBUTORS, INC

'

2705 San Pablo Avenue ¢ Berkeley, CA 94702

BUSINESS HOURS:
(415) 548-2532

10 AM til 6 PM
Tuesday—Saturday

“BEST BIKE SHOP" — San Francisco Bay Guardian
10% NOC DISCOUNT WITH MEMBERS CARD




THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH

s WO

.-‘é’{

% .

ALL ADS WILL RUN FOR TWO MONTHS UN
RESIBMTT THEM [N WRITING TO THE EBL

FOR SALE

Tired of sitting on a cold concrete foor? Now you
can rebuild your Norton gearbox, do a valve job, or
Just polish the hell out of your primary case in the
comfort of your favorite easy chair (well almost),
How, may you ask? Just by buying my pneumat|c
motorcycle HITE 1L 1ifts your Norton Lo a comfortable
working position wilth just your home compressor
(You all have one of those, don't you?) |l measures 2°
X 9" and 15 semi porlable (no wheels). Only $50
while my supply (one) lasts

Tom Keeble
(415Y969-0668

fOR SALE

I John Tickle dual disc front end  Includes discs,
sliders, pads, hub, new Borianl rims (WHM2X19), and
all hydraulics $225

2 Complete Dunstall Sport Glass kit Tank, fairing,
seal, fender, sidecovers, elc. Black w/qold stripes
Mint  $350.

3 Benelll 759 Sel, 1979, SK. mI As new except for
electrical shorl, $1500, you Mx (L, $1B50, | Tix It

Harvey | ourks
(408)255-7356

FOR SALE OR TRADE

. FKIIl bottom end, rebullt. § or trade for MKI|
bottom end

2. MKIII primary covers--inner/outer. $ or trade for
2

3 MK Inner/outer gearbox covers
MKl covers

4. MKl rear disk assembly, complete. Trade for Std,
MKII rear assembly plus §

$ or trade for

Chris Nichols
(415)965-4611

FOR SALE

750 Commande  Dunstall tank, seal, fairing, front and rear
aiscs; clip ons, rearsets, many updated parts. Just had major
service dane.  Fasl, clean, handies great. Needs slight
cosmetic to be perfect $1500/80

Call Tom (408)725-0013
18840 Newsom Ave
Cuperting, CA G5014

PS Does anyone know where to get a belt (inrer, for 2 belt
madel) for a Norton Druln supercharger? Call Tom

FOR SALE
750 Commando.  Fresh moter (cam, pistons, main bearings}
Fox gas shocks, rearsets, new disc front end, cherry paint, S5

pipes, many Updated parts, very fast. $1500/8.0

Call Eric (408)725-0913

WANTED
Rearsets and fairing for 72 Commantia

Blck Pearson

6341 Port Glbson CL
Citrus Helghts, CA 95621
(G16)722-7677 (eves)
(916)783-4387 (days)

ATTENTION' FRIENDS OF WAYNE MANGES

we do not have an ag
WELYNE BIBASE NEve
oEgin receiving fis NOTICE

I yau know
iGN S50 Ne can

This message brough!
aepariment

10 You by odr subscription

Continusd on page ©

“
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HORTON PARTS FOR SALE R A
- 4 mets brand pew Vasztback gas Lank, i0at, " ! o
and taill section—— choice aof BRI -?;:‘Iﬁi I Red -'I.J II;L-Jr[ K I::‘ !IT E]ﬂ: Y'ﬂ;”“ lmr ..néz’.j.' o i
$ATE Smmt, seut. BULO/Bet i ‘:|".l wid | 1gh shell, A1ng bt wtill
3 1975 MEITL  Frame straight and true with Y Traid thede Mimthapk Seal civar, gt
ritle. 100, 43 Brand T Mila  mation (SR TE
4 = e i alarm for sround
.. » " s Ay

r = - @it Horton  wval Intake
5. One pr. SBuperblend main bearings, low mi., 12, Jen.

cond, $40 4%, bBrand ne MELL] e onnterctand aml

Brand new stainless steel rear fender for | for 1970 apd lacer

ard later Commandos. $45%, A Prand new o 4 momEET i thon pry e

late style Lucas tail-light assembly. gd. | deive ke fibr MKIIT

#2325, rmeevald of wleotr e starn drive parts

m— —e S ——
P it 48, Hrand new LT ommando | owe fork  yoke
ey e wiEh stratifht el Lppal vislle $40

1895 METTT wngine complete w/oarbs, ocables, Tnr T
chicke, and throttle. This motnr 15 oll  Light | 49 brand  news speed el ver I
with only 8,000 mi use 3h 1464 Jomamariid o
11, MEITII rear disc brake up locludes mastec | 50 = drum brake
e¥linder, hoses. caliper, rot whesi  brackets
axle, swingarm, snd brake pedal  §180, LY} LralEht  and

T - - b, Lrues
Cme pair cabie pperated choke conversic L e . - - aacial
for ma 1 1 earbs, brand new (o padkags - 4 =
front I 3,  garralght and

ame planed by Brown's Plating

amd m BT WITh hew
plating Tinder has
=11
1 ME 18U na | f-wave
rrotifiar w matie will a T
e wir Ltipg  inuo
Bilkes [
] Une  pa il switeh
nssembiies 1971 1
‘ne palr 1973 I, wond. $240
T Commandi | ower
Tork
Twis &m 1% lampear vube ang

:ring assemb|ies,
Otie_ palr brand

Pt
LLT:

new Hep

280

27. Brand

new Nog
dampar  tub

mainh. §5F far =1l
wingarm, =2 cond
b
s .
i £
i - L
|e=aid i 3 e
Uommarid mitsr arlmare oo
8
i nd
chanchnng
upper bihe:
AE L — BTl
(L) 5

radiln

RO Command i pngine i G ngarm:

e Ly, o

Trme wloenim, ity il

n (i by 1 | i3]

“l. F Sl b pE '

i AN prse | iy ) i

wid fiee )

rank an e bt

T At Fimrs L LT inas,

At bank ombe D il

e



NORTON COMMANDO
PRODUCTION RACER

CYLLE WORLD MABALIHE We Sample A 130-mph Speedster, Try Ourselves, And
. Track-Test Two Tracks.
flareh, 1973

LBHY FABALZINED CYCLE WORLD
e N e S s
ROAD TEST
B s oo i il =S|

Copyrightsd Tran

ARE 18 THE ROAD RIDER who hus not, regardless of
what he is riding, twisted the throttle just o little lurdes
than s necessary to get from Point A to Peint B In

every mider, there's a little bit of a racer. The road, fraught
with perils real and imaginary, public and private, becomes 2
templress at every curve

That's what riding is all abour. Not the fact that you get
there, but how you gel there, Some guys get quile good at it
Those that aten't, think they are, Even the squid who has been
on z motoreycle for only three days of lis entire life just
knows he s the fastest thing that ever came ‘round 4 bend

Only the race track can give a mian proper perspective with
2 goad dase of exhilaration thrown in. 1t's unigue—the reasan
why the CYCLE WORLD staff jumps al the chance Lo rent o
ik and go play racing with a properly fitted machine. [Usan
abyolute ball, all of i tax deductible.

Take awnay the readside grit, the preasy, traveled surfuee. the
imagined cop in every dark cranny, the family sedun coming al
you, struddling the center ling.

Take away the speed limit, which is always in the back o
your nmind even when you exceed it Take away the yellow

Continusy o0 pages B
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ling. Both sidet of the road are yours, not just the ane lane
Blind corners gre free for the shooting. Going [ast 15 all up to
you, the laws of physics, and how well your “huevos”™ are
wired to the thyottle hand, With nothing extraneous to ingpede
your progress, ahout 98 percent of the action will be above 60
mph, not below . The world goes by much Faster now, as the
physical penalties for shoppmess go up by the square ol the
speed, rather than in direet proportion...

Cool mornmng fog: was just beginning to clear at Orange
County International Raceway. A 745-ce Norton Commanda
sat on s stand in the middle of the tower bend. Click, ¢rank
The photagrapher was using lots of film, very carelully. We
were getting impaticnt. Brian Slark of Norton-Villiers quipped,
“He must have shares in Eastman-Kodak ™

CYCLE WORLD has alrewdy tested the original Commando
(Sept. 1968), but this one is a bit diflerent. Itisan FIMstyle
production racer, The engine, frame and rolling gear must be
over-the-counter items, although certain engine components
will usually be hottes than standard fare. It must be more or
fess lepal for the street. so it has silencers and lights. For
safety, and comfortable operation at high speeds, the machine
may have rear-set peps and scat, large capacity gas tank. racing
tires and a partial famng. The gearing, intemal and averall,
way be changed (o suit the ciceuit. A typical race for this
muching would be the 730cc production TT ar the Isle of
Man

It is a Commande, but it is not 0 Commande. 1t could be
ridden on the street, but to do so would be o waste. The
enginie varies little from standard, but has been assembled with
“tle" tender loving care, Good old tle, and a few appropriate
parts. That's all 1t takes to muoduce the rider to a demanding
and competitive sport.

Norton's production racer 15 ideally suited to learning this
pastime, because of its {lexible nature. The longsstroke (73 by
89 mm) vertical Twin delivers its torque in 2 broad power
band, with a clanned peak of H6 bhp at o modest TOOO pm,
up 6 bhp at 6800 rpm. There 5 no embarrassment F you
forge! to downshift. Turn on the gas and the bike levers itsell
away at any thing ahove 3000 rpm

Surprsingly little has to be done 1o 4 machine to make it
run fast. In the cose of the production racer, all the pire

necegcary are on Naron's shelf  According to the Nartan-
Villiers distributors on the West Coosst, they will be made
wvailable ro LLS. buyers in emly 1970, Alterations to the
standard Commande engine consist of raising the compression
ratie from 8.9:1 1o 104:1 with a pair of new pistans. the {lat
tops of which protrude mio a head with recessed squish area;
larger valves: heavy duty valve springs; lightened and polished
rocker arms, and a sports carm,

Cam timing i5 moderate. Inlet opens 4.3 (precise fellows,
those British!) degrees btc, closes 63.4 degrees abc. Duration is
288 degrees 1ausl opens al 63 degrees bbe, closes at 28
degrees atc resulling duration, 271 degrees. The duration
figures are comparable with the run-of-the-mill big bore sports
roadsters, such as the Triumph 650 or the BSA Three. In
practical terms, this cam is perfectly sdaplable lo street
operntion and doesn’t even make the eng o "rump-rump.”

The rest of engine and transmission remuins unchunged,
This includes pushrods and tappets. The exhaust svstem is the
sume une on the street bike, complete with effective silencers,
The eight-plate (four drive, four driven) diophragm clutch is
unmodified and takes the extra “pressure” without 8 whimper.
Carburetion 15 also standard—twe 30-nm Amal Concentrics
[itted with 240 main jets for OCIR, which 15 near sea level,

The race d immediately an o run-and-bump start. o the
first few tuming laps, it became quite evident thal Orninge
County was much too small o course to the Norton Commin-
do, We had 'on our hands o machine that wanted to do more
thun 125 mph, but lacked enough straightaway to find out jus
how much more.

Dirag racing plays the major role s OCTR, and the AFM
people who run there from time o time must make do with a
layout none too conducive to good rosd g Running the
Commando counterclockwise from the tower. you negotiate a
half-mile straightaway at about 120 mph, then haul down in
heried fashion Tor a S0-mph haicpin

It was at thls point that sume of the stock rupning gear
compunents began to gemplain stundard 8-in. double
leading shoe front brake had o linings installed, but
grabbed mercllessly and then proceeded to fade in the next
few laps, redocing stopping power to wi uncompetitive level
Carolul mstallation could cure some of This problem. The rear

LConllnued o1 poge Be
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hrake woe nol eo grabby, but indiscreel fool pressure,
combined  with soft rear suspension {and damper travel
inlibited by the Torward cant of the units), could produee rear
wheel patter. Handily, if you overshoot the turn, which we did
onee, Orange County has a mice, long sandbox (or you Lo play
m.

If you make it through the tum, catering wide 10 avond
rutiing ocross o false apex with resultant wide and sloppy
exil, the best part of the course fullows. Accglerating all the
while, you bear 1o the left side of the pavement and set up for
a pradual 30-degree right-hander, feeding to a shorl struight
and an identical 30-degree left-hander. This 1sa classic Keppe!
Gate, lsle of Man, situation. Use the whole toad through the
nghtander and you are on the wrong line 1o et the best
speed exiting from the left-hander—an important paint as
higher speed on the following stralghtaway will net you bettes
lap timus

The hasically good Commande handling, the comphimes of
4 road racing layoul and an excellent. rigid double cradiz
frame and wide swinging arm mounting, showed itsell well
here. 1 is o heavy machine and has 1o-be cranked hard, but it
tracked true theough this S-bend, held to line well, and showeid
no sigh of front end wobble, in spite of speed through the
fatrer bend ranging from 100 10 105 mph

The rest of the course s straightforward and dull. A briel
straight, a quick jog left and then tight moving the rider about
30 feel over [rom his grigingl path down the back straight
Then o sweeping left-hand turn through an opil-impregnated

parking lot back 1o the tower und the frant straight. Basically,
this adds up to a homsgpower course. with only twa tuius
requiring  braking, and une S-Bend requinng impeecable
handling. A mere hors (' oewvre, But our appetiles were
whetted, sowe moved Lo the entree...

Riverside vawns ot you Turns disappear mto the yellow
haze. They are sweepmg and wide. The buck straight seems
endless, the Tigh speeds insignificant. Rider und ruchine—a
perm swimmung Lrancelike across an uncaring set of (onsils, A
e Internationm R:]cewu\-‘

First on the 2genda was @ top speed run. utilizing the entire
back straght. 18 runs for almost o nule, sdding impetus witha
downwaid dip onto & certifigd fat where the times sre
mensured. After o switclh 1o 230 main jets to compensate for
the 1 500-foot altitude, the racer ran through at 131.02 mph o
#3500 rpm, pulling a 3.83 1op pear. The Commando i thus the
{astest “production” machue ever tested by CYCLE WORLD.
Al this speed. surghig in the carburetor foat chambers became
evident. probubly nduced by sympathetic engine vibration
working the flosts up and down, alternately causing too much
o top little Tuel ta enter the float chamber. Iselating the
carburelors from vibration on tubber extensions would prob-
ahly corect the surge and result in a lew mph increase

A 130-mph machine &5 an excellent malch for the Riverside
cirguit, as il reaches speeds that require the rider to make tull
use of the wide puving. The entire course hud just undergone
complete renovation at the ume of oue visil, willi new paving,
a redesigned Turn 9, and new stands for 10,000 peaple at the
starting straight und in the famous Riverside S:bends. The only
racers Lo run o on U so far were Dan Gurney, in a Trans-Am
nd a guggle of Formula 11 drivers. so the pavement
was [resh and clean: Track manager Duve Berg slerted the
land-mover jovkeys: to poan eye oul for our little red
speedster and graciously told us to let Fer rip

Guthering speed thiough the right-hand H50-fuot radius
Turn 9, which was widened and entarged by adding a dogleg to
the left off the back straizht, the Norton is rock steady. leaned
well over and heginning to drift at about 80 mph. The
triangular section KAls were just getting serubbed in and
seemed to offer el more feel at Riverside than they did at

<wdun,

KE

eange Counlty

After Tum 9, 6 thousand-foot stralght slings he machine at
well aver 1DO mph in fourth pear towards Turn 1, o seary,
Iy uplal] bl der—scary beciuse you can't sez where it
goes. Matigally, it ts approached lrom the right-hand side of
the steaight. You peel off late, bul at full throitle. There's a
Bumnp paar the apex of this e that lightens the bike at aboul
| 10 mph and gives o good reading of the suspension.
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The front end of the Commando tracked perlectly over
rise, and the rear, with the spongy springing, reported bi
fairly good shape, yeilding anty a small useillation that ceased
quickly

Then on to &

I, brake to ghout 80 for a

shart st

A0-degree right, the first wm in the Bsses. The luck of sure
braking was 4 deterrent here, as the turn may be banzaied
much Taster than first appears possible. The best riders go

through fast encugh 1o crea
leftward flick of the machine helone g
follawing Turn 3

The 4204b. weight of the production racer is somewhat of 4
disadvantage In the Esses, ae il resists the nine, deft thcking
hack-and-forth movements requited from the entry of Tu
to the entry of the <low 180-degeee Turn 6 That lns
the one most likely to couse trouble to hikes with
ground clearance as it slams the decelerating machine s
uphill, compr uspension just about the fime you must
shove the bike over hard to the right at 60 mph, With no
centerstand, the Commundo passed this test well, the ground
wiorking against the rider's toe like a belt sander, faot pointed
down on the pegs.

Then follows another third gear straigl
hairiest spol on the 2.55-mile “short”
motoreyele raciig. The world gets very lorge and the rider very

insignificant here, as the machine swoops downward and then
hack upward to o distant tum, invisible behind the crest of a
hill. The rider must calculate his shur points precisely from
the 4-3-2-1 markers on the shoulder. Just before the crest, 4
set ol violent :r|.ug eles painted on the pavement reminds
fate-brakers that "its all over " Behind the crest awaits s
steep drop and a slow first-gear left-hander which bécomes an
adverse camber, because the ling cuts across from the exireme
right at the erest to an apex at the hottom of the hill.

Approaching Turn 7 requires two neal downshifts .ml
hairline full-f » braking. Not having the latter, we would
have prefened backshifts on the Commando to be made with u
positive downward jab of the foot. rather than the old-style
upward toe pull. Apparently, somgone who was used to the
old pattern ingalled o reversed cam plate the gearbox.
Fortunately, reve

axira LUrn requirmg i
ng right for a quickly

to Tun 7, the

course used for

the leéver to reach a rear-sel peg on &

stock Commando gearbox (which shifts one- ]
normal pasition), makes it shift o the more preferable
one-down-three-up patiem.

After a wide approazh to Turn 7-A (Turn § 15 parl of the

long 3.3-mile big car course), you enter the back straight
halfway in the muddle, with a 2170t run to Tum 9
Approaching peak revs in ourth gear, the rider has time 1o
listen to the engine. The feeling on the Commando is
fantastically smooth for a hig Twin, as the rubber engine
mounting isolzles the engine, preventing vibration from gelting
through |l| the frame, bars, seat and pegs. Hence (he name
“eplastic.” Displacement of 750 cc is the present praclice
maximum For a vertical Twin, and it is nearly impossible to
balance it to run smoothly at all speeds. Norton found the
answer i you can't stop it from shoking, pul it in quoranting

Findlly comes the rapid righthand Turn 9, entered by
bearing left through a dogleg sl about 115 1o 1 20 mph. Easy
stuff on the Commando, The dogleg is hardly a tum as it is
extremely wide and allows plenty of room for error Then
anothier 1000 feet to Turn 9, shift down to third and get ready
to pesl off at the “Good Grief!™ sign following the distance
markers

Then, confidence inspired by the machine’s stability, you
are ready to go around agun, and again. Only next time,
maybe, you'll try the Esses just g little bil harder... el

NORTON
PRODUCTION
RACER

SPECIFICATIONS

p i ¥
Suspension, front .. .+« + « telescopic fork
Suspension, rear t e vessssss .. SWINGiNG arm
Tire, front ... Dunlop K81 2.60-19
Tire, rear .. Dunlop K81 4.10-19
ENging, type . ....v. s+ -+« « OhV vertical Twin
Bore x stroke, in., mm 2.87 x 3.50, 73 x 89
Piston dlsplammnt. cu, in., ¢ ......45.5, 745
Carburetion . . (2) Amal Concentric 30 mm
Ignition .....caviunnannens 12V battery-coil
Claimed bhp @ rpm ..............66@7000
Oil system .............gear pump, dry sump
Oil capacity, pt. -« «rarevsrrsrasanses . 6.0
Fuel capacity, U.S, gal. .
Recommended fuel ...
Starting system .......-.

POWER THANSMISSION

Clutch * ~...... multi-plate, wet
Primary drrva o . 5 mplax chain
Finaldrive ....... '3/8-in. x 5/8-in, chain
Gear ratios, overall:1

kiclk, fuldmg crank

. nhone

ceeee 421
.5.10

DIMENSIONS
Wheelbase, in. T e - Ty |
b e e e
Seat width, In. i .. 110
Handlebar width, in. ......ccc00evene...23.0
Footpeg height, i ity ... 120
Ground clearance H ... 5.0
Curb weight (w/half- tan'k fuel), Ih ™ .. 420
Weight bias, front/rear, percent .. .. 46/54

PERFORMANCE
Top speed, mph .

... 131.02 @ 6500 rpm
Piston speed l@?ODD rpm), ft./min. 4080

TEST CONDITIONS

Air temperature, degreesF .....
Humidity, percent .........
Wind velocity, mph ..

#
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Semnd renewals to Alan




/

. .) THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH

HEY FREE PUBLICATIGN

what with the snow, sleel, hall, ice, and rain
upon us, club members may Jusl wish Lo curl up wilh
a book or newspaper rather than brave Lhe elements.
A new free newspaper has Jusl started up-- American
Roadracing-- and, judglng from Lhe rirst Lwo lssues
which | have seen, they have an inside line on whal's
golng on In racing all over the counlry. Send your
hame and address to:

American Roadracing
41 US Highway 17 South
Hardeeville, 5C 29927

and tell them you'd llke Lo recelve thelr publicatlon

In their January Issue | was struck by a horror
story from a local fellow:

When racing epthuslast Harry Walker of
Alameda, Callfornia, wenl shopping for a new
molorcycle recently, he discovered that Ilability and
comprehensive Insurance on a 1986 Kawasakl MNinja
1000 would cost him 31,600 per year; the same
Insurance on a 1986 Yamaha FJ1200 would cosl him
$500. As Walker's Insurance agent told It, Lhe crash
rate for Ninjas Is very high, and repairs are
expensive because fairing decals and detail parts are
not avallable from Kawasakl, which turns cosmellc
fairing damage from a palnl-and-decal repalr Into a
fairing replacement. Walker Is no Irresponsible kid,
he's 44 years old, married with one son,

Yetl another reason not to fool with hyperblikes.

Beruing There Is
ALL,
Tho Fun

Animal lovers in the NOC won't wanl to miss
this year's opportunity to watch the GREAT PASSING
of the gray whales at the Pt. Reyes Lighthouse. The
day afller the club ride | seized the chaoce and
encountered five (yes, only [jve) cars heading north
in bright morning sunlight on KL | oul of Tam
Junction | arrived at the brand new Information
Center at Pt. Reyes and stopped lo stretch and pay
homage Lo Mother Nature. The trip from the Visitor
Center is about |9 miles, as good a suspension check
25 you'll find in the Bay Area. People in cars are
diverted along the way and forced to wait for vans or
for parking spaces to free at the lLighthouse but
motorcyclists get a friendly wave on through

The whale walching was nothing to write home
aboul. While sightings are currently running at 90
per day, | saw only a bunch of spouts and the
slimmest of whale parts. Which brings us back to Lthe
ride. The journey home through Fairfax was crowded
(3:00 P.M. avoid-the-commute-rush rushl. Of course
there iz that satisfaction from lapne splitting and
passing where cars never dare.

Weekends arc bound lo be crowded through
February but with the right weather and preferential
treatment at the lighthonse it's a thort treip you might
consider. Give the weatherman a call first.

SR WiEL TRAVEL

Road and Track has done it againl Ted Wesl,
thelr East Ceast Editor, recently Loured the Tryolean
Alps ["Six-wneeling the Alps”, Teb. 87 issue) using
both a BMW 3251 and a K75C. His arlicle conlrasls
the sensations of travel infon both vehicles and hits
a2 nerve of anyone who onjoys sports touring in either
mode. Members of the BMW auxiliary of the NOC (n
particular will Tind It Indispensable reading.

ADDITIONAL QTR

*****The motherfucker bombed. Fertunasiely my
short-term memory is still intect so I'll try again.

*****It haz been a pleasant surprise to find that
some of gou are starting te send in material. Not
only thet, we actually had an offer for a ride
writeup! Thanks, Je d send il in for the neat
issue. | actually have o backieg of articles again
and if gour contribution doesa't appesr right away
hold on. We appreciate all of it.

neglected 1o include @ reperi om the
Christmas Party (Tim, are you there?) in the last
issme bul better late then mewer. John Galliven
demeied (unsolicited, by the way) a racer's lips
baskiet which wes won in & raffle by Maye
Peterson. Thatl raffie poured $24.00 inte the clab
coffers. Chris Nichols donated a colar pholo of the
Ron Weeds Nerten flatiracking at the S.J. Mile.
Len losly brought the official club ceke which was
attacked mercilessiy by those presenl. Members
watched some greal videos loaned by Tom Keeble.
find Bri received a priceless cellector's Ireasure
donated by the NBTICE staff. Slunned newiy
elected officers allempted to deliver acceplance
speeches bul, ewing te the racuous laughfer,
nobody was able to hear what they have in store
fer us in '87,

Te**%la o weak momen! | wrote awsy to R.A.T.S.
(Riders Advanced Training Schoel) te find out about
their 1987 schedule. They received reve resiews
in the BMI Club News and ceriminly had a geod
lurnoul of participants at Leguna this past year
(At the BM rally). While it's & bit pricey (no price
is given bul it's in the hundreds | think), it sounds
like 8 werthwhile weekend. Unfortunately
Saturdeys sre OMWs oniy. They'll be running al
Sears May 8-9 (or, for those of gou with
wanderlusl, Willow--date not set gel). For info:
B.0.T.5., 2763 Wes! River Pkwy., Grand Island, NY
14872. fise available is the Superbike Schoo!
which Wayne Seymour reved about al one of the
club meetings. If gou're up to race prepping your

Contlnued vn pagse 11
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mounl you might try the AFM's Riders School which
is cheop ond, accerding (o severnl l've telked to,
well done. Scheduie as soon as AFM releases it.

*****Those of you who have seen the ads for the
new magazine WINTAGE MOBNTS may nat have seen
that it's priced at $53/year. Ouch! Fronkly, the
quelity of the celor pholos isn't anywhere neor
whet il should be for thal price and | was
disappointed in the encerpt frem ome of their
orticles. C'mon, guys, give us o break.

"TEESIT gou followed the insurance crisis ol Sears
this past yeor you'll be interested fo know that
similar problems are afflicting race promoiers in
the Motherland. According toe MCN, insurance
increases will be 160% for beth clubs and
individuoi riders due te promolers’ legal linbilities,
Broker Roger Lindley soid,” The increases are
necessary becawse of the amount of claims. For
every L100 token in premiums in roed racing £142
has been poid oul. find in moto cross, £2080 was
poid oul for every L£100 taken. e are in &
muney-molivated sociely. WMith legal sid, some
peopie hape little to lose making o claim. Anolher
new phenomenen is (hal riders are now starting teo
sue ciubs or other riders.®

xEMXKAlSD appearing in MCN s an article which
proclaims thal a Rolary has “slipped through the net
af of ficiatdom and reached public hands = Apparently
a police medel with 71,338 miles on the clock and
with = some wear on Lhe engine and a nolsy gearbox”
was quietly sold at auction {only 2 bids)) for £/20
The lucky owner thus becomes the [irsl privale
Individual Lo ¢laim ownership of a complete Rotary
(an ex-factory tesl bike |5 already In private hands
a5 b5 an ex-RAF model which was wrecked and offered
for sale In the NOTICE a wnile back, bul Lhis new
Rotary Is apparently ready for riding.) Spares will
be avallable through any Norton dealer. Jeff Jones, a
club member who visited the Norton factory this past
summer, has promised us an article on ms trip
perhaps he can shed some light on remaors that Norfon
15 pranning civilian release of the Norton

“KEEECharlle Kuss ad 15 back in wilh ltems which
have been 5014 Hned oul. Several members expressed
concern that Charlie was running a business and
therefore misusing the free ad feature of the NOTICE.
| talked Lo Charlie and he assures me thal this |5 nol
the case-- he Is moving and siimming down his
inventory of parls: Members who do run a business
and wish Lo adverlize are encouraged Lo run an ad-—
see Lhe rale schedule on page 6.

REXEMOIT Lo Lhe printers. | am experimenting with
Lypes and hope thal the printing is dark enough Lhis
Issue.  Sorl of like selting off on a trip aboard a
Nort, | wonder how much will be lost on Lhe way,

Low

Dear Editar,

| am 2 60-year-old grandmother who has only been
riding since 1976 We do a lot of riding In cold weather
would |Ike to pass along my |dea about using antifreeze (n my
boats. You, | suppose, will think I'm nuts too: You can Imagine
the loaks when | tell peaple | put antifreeze Inmy boots Yau
can't imagine all the éxpressions

‘M a nut an health books, herps, etc I reading an
arlicle on cayenne pepper (that's the hot king) It suggested
half te one teaspoon |noyour socks IF you have Lroubite with
colg feel |1t also stated you can put cayenne In an open cut
and 1t will never blister Also, If taken internally, 1t will not
harm your insides.

As for antifreeze \n my boots, cayenne also works
wanders: | might suggest you be careful net to floo or fan the
Spcks around because tne cavenne 1S powerfully potent where
ONE's Nose |s concerned. AISo wash your fest artar taking off
your beets because once the #ir contacts your el and Lhey
perspire, the cayerne will have a burning sensation (I gnce
vou forget to wash your feet after removing vour boots, vou
Wil remember farever after. Here's Lo riding with warm fest

Jklahemma granny
In the intarests

and falrplay

socks in the man! ]

CURYES AHEAD
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7. DIARLE RIDI

[Elsewhere in Lhis issue | mention Ehaal Jdomn o wriieup
will appear in Lhe March 1ssue but the bugger fatd i
oan my dosrstep in Lime for Feb Here ‘D4 ial

ILwas our Diest bime and 1 was good for bolh

of us, er, all theee of os i you counl Lhe Belfisn
bloke netween our leqs
Crawling out ol bed early Sunday, Jan HH, |

gol my 850 Commandn runming an [ne first kick [Must
have been slored next Lo Ihe bed b My frienn

fetsy climbed aboard and we headed toward 1|
e ST

MonoOrs
was
"8 announcement
container

new wor fdwide
highlighted this weesk
of the purchase
vessel,
plans

with

to the

t o in

= © =24 3 ©o

Flars Tar oul

Firal club rige.  beven olher memied s
were already there and we barily qol @ map fram Seofl
Marburger tefars engines were fevyving and the group
raring Lo go

Fallowing the fead of 1 au Capulo who 1etl s
Pypewriter Lo exhagel syl weench tal at home,
rgnl riders nedded up AShDY  OAVe . Swuni  arnund
behind Lhe Claremont Hotel and swooped up Llaremant
Ave  Ihe wedlher was conl wilh iah clouds, put no
aie Seemed toomind  After ceacting the crest of the
ferkaloy Wik we Lurned letl Park Drive and
motped Lhraughe Dibgen Park wHiipwnere along the
way 2 lane rider on s |riumph Dannevilie [Where d'ya
go, Frie? b |, 1eaving the ride Lo #ight Commandos

"
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TECH TIPS

EARE AID FEEDING OF THR
COMMANDO® ELUTED
BY

Willy Sandford, former Norion Club member

A percictont complaint of Commuande rideru |=
a slipping clutch. Many Tlixes are Lried, with only
partial ar shorl-lived success.  Very annoying, Lime
cansuming, and expensive. In one case Lhe cure tends
16 be worse than Lhe original problemt U'm refeering
te Lhe Barpetl cluteh plates,  They eliminated Lhe
slip, bul due to Llhe cork facing employed, [he
engagement  polnl and  feel would change under
different conditlons  Also, under extreme usage, the
facing would smear, effectively ruining the plates
(e to the above reasons, the Barnelt was a major

contributer in the crunching of many a Norton
Qearbox
To betler wunderstand the HNorton cluten

problem, some facts about the Commando drive train
should be examined. Most engine to rear whee]
drivelings have at least one or more shock absorbers
These may consist of a spring clutch plate or clutch
hub, @ coll spring and ramp input or output shaft or
arive shaft, or @ sprung or damped rear hub
somelimes more than one are used.  Pre-Commando
Nertons use & oamped clutch nud with single row
chain.  In Lhe design of the Commando this was
eliminated while converting to a triple row chain
About 1671 the rear wheel nub was changed Lo
Incorporate a siight bit of damping,  Nel nearly
enough!l  Wilh Lhe higher nhorsepower outpul and no
damping of the early Commandos, trans breakage
occurred with alarming frequency. Now comes Lhe
reasun for the clutch problems. the factory decided
to add one more job for the clutch to accomplish--
namely Lo acl as shock absgrber for Lhe drivelipe |t
cannol funclion properly under the load pul upon It
About 1970-71 they put in a salld fiber clulch
plate— a slipper speciall Two years later Lhey went
to 2 live plate bronze clulch, Nobt much better on
service, bul more expensive.

They also made changes In the gearbox. Along
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with the [iber plales they improved Lhe surface
hardening, material, and running clearances of Lhe
gears. More improvements seem Lo have been made in
the MEII gears also,

When new, the clutches worked reasonably

well However, after a while they would start lo
slip This occurred even sooner wilh a Combal
engine  The remedies for this are:

a. radially or eccenlrically arooved plates to
release trapped oll (both sides) [See NN, March,
19861,

b, Lhe use of a light oll such as ATF. or
Iwo-stroke gear oil (preferred)-- these have less af
a tendency Lo bulld up varnish on clutch surfaces;

. proper oil levei=— Loo much brings on early
slipping. Also, too high 2 level in the trans can cause
prablems.  Inadvertently overfilling It on 2 Morton
thalt had only a sidestand created @ perplexing
Situation. Breaking the plates loose before starting
In the morning produced a strange feeling, very
mushy. Gear engagement rapidly became Impossible
as Lhe clutch didn't seem to separate very well
After 2 day or so the clulch was removed [or
deglazing. It was apparent Lhat a second of] was
mixed in the primary by the color. The obvious cause
(1 thoughtf) was Lhe crank seal, which was renlacsg
Two days laler the previous scenario was replayed,
during which a regained sense of smell pinpointed
gear oll as the culprit. This was all caused by the
overfilled gear oil gelting by worn sleove gear
bushings right Into the cenler of the clulch assembly
Afler 2 run, the hot ull easily drained through, aided
by Lhe angle on the sidestand:;

d. aeglazing the plates on a regular basis, or
as needed, usually avery 1,000-2,000 miles The
easiest method s to buy a can of Brake-Kleen and
Soak the plates for awhile (overnight is best) A
light scuffing with sandpaper before and after
soaking completes the job, This works with both the
fiber and the bronze plates

LNLinuad on page 14
e S ==




RIDE REPORT

THE STATE OF THE RIDE
COORDINATION

| will never again touch another drop of 1iguor
at a Club function, If | had nol been so inebriated at
the Christmas Parly, | would have been abie fo
protest loud enough Lo be heard and some other lucky
soul would have been selected for the honor of being
chosen as Ride Coordinator.

Being thal as L may, here is the schedule for
the next few months. Harvey Loucks will lead Lhe
February ride on the 15th, a South Bay run, | am
planning Lo chart a course through the Nerth Bay on
March 22 inciuding my favorile twisty, Lhe Oak Ville
Grade Jerry Kaplan has generously agreed to lead a
ride near Lake Berryessa, which may include a
campout and potluck, in April. Harvey may lead
another ride in the summer and, of course, we have
the Morro Bay run and the Club Annual Rally

Anybody who wants to lead a ride is more than
welcome-—  especlally newcomers! Let me Know
where you want to go, what you want Lo see happen on
rides and any other ideas you have-- this Is an equal
opportunity organizalion

Margle

|Ea: See alse my comments in Editor's Notes)

T, DIABLY RIIE eeml.

As the sun began to shine Lhrough the clouds,
we headed down the eastern side of the hills,
enjoying the clear road and lush scenery. To the left,
San Pablo Reservoir sparkled blue-green in Lthe
sunlight as the group rendezvoused al the corner of
Dam and Wildcal Canyon roads With everyone
accounted for, the crew roared up Bear Creek Hoad,
finding only an occassional car on Lhe wide two-lane
to slow our progress— but nol for long In one fane
lay an opposum, who wasn't playing anymaore

Lou lead the group down Happy Valley Road, the
twisty, narrow back road into Lafayetle. We ended on
Highway 24 and headed easl loward Walnut Creek
After riding through Lown, we turned South on Norlh
Gale Road and saw MU Diable looming ahead We
alopped at Lthe park enlrance, where everyone
siretched a bit, wished they were warmer, and anted
up $2 for a ride to the top. As two members petted a
horse, hoping te warm their hands, Lou fiddled with a
loose exhaust ring.
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THE CLUTCH {zant.)

My faverite procedure actually
backdating te the 1969 clulch plates
sutlast any other type of plate.

involves
These will
They have a nice,

| progressive action that is predictable under all

circumstances. They do not slip once fully engaged.
However, you can ng longer let the clulch do your
thinking for you, since it will lpck up complelely
under any rpm or load conditien at the end af Lhe
clutch lever's travel Apparently they do not glaze,
as | have never seen them slip.

As a testimonial, the original clutch plate set
was salvaged (rom a ‘69 Commando with a blown
engine (aboul 10,000 miles) | installed it in my 750
1871 Commando wilh a slightly pumped up motor and
proceeded Lo pul an additional 25,000 miles on |1
These were hard miles, the majority of them using a
22 toolh counter sprocket.  Wwhen last ridden, ihe
clutch was still working very well

|[Fd: Willy's text ends shortly after Lhis. He was
starcing a sectton on installation when either he ran
out of ink or succumbed to an unbearable urge Lo Lake
aride It we can, we'll get him to add more. |In any
cage, Lhanks Tor (he tipl]

NorloD)

Grofersatzteillager
WUST-MT L it

The ride to the 3,849 fool summil was easy,
with just & few cars, lots of curves, a couple of
halrpins, and warming sunshine. AL Lhe Lop, members
warmed slowly In the morning sun as they took In a
view of the snow-capped Sierras more than |50 miles

away, Many lower poinls were obscured by the
clouds, but most of Contra Cosla could be seen
through the nhaze. Oul came Llhe cameras and Lhe

slories and we newoomers Were
weltome

made lo feel

The cluster of bikes drew the attention of
several kids, as well as an adull who captured ihe
Commandos with his video camera, working from
several angles Lo make sure he didn'l miss any of Lhe
chrome.

After hall an hour or so, the rumblings of
stomachs led to the rumblings of motors as the group
headed Lo San Ramon for lunch Unfortunately, we had
Lo turn of f and head back Lo Walnut Creek and a day al
the nffice

Jon Hashor

RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY.
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You'll find more than
motorcycele parts & service
at Raber’s!

At Raber's you'll find an honesl, experienced
Iriend with cycle expertise. Ask for Bob or Bill
and solve your motorcycle problems today
Raber's supplies parts for:

NorloD

SWERT

Haber’s

European Cyele Warks Ine

1615-C Almaden Rd ( Rear Bldg |
San Jose; CA 45115

1400 ) H98-3455
Tue-Fri86
Sath-3

: s @
e SMOTORS

MOTE MORIN

Norton Owners - T.T. specializes in
European motorcycles and of fers com-
plete parts, service, and machine shop
for all the wonderful bikes we sell.

Stop by and visit and check us out!

* Complete line of British tools
* Manuals and spares for your Norton
* Speed Equipment:

Megacycle and webcam camshafts
Single Mikuni kits

Exhaust port repair $45 each
Valve jobs and port work
Cycliner boring and surfacing

* 10% discount on all parts (except
Lucas) to N.0.C. members

2800 Adsline Stresl
Barkalay, CA 84703
Qam -8pm. Tues. —3Ssl

m moTo cuzz  DWEBTI

MUNROE MOTORS, INC.

MoTomcYcLES
BSalus - Bumvicr - PanTs

SINCE

1957

Munroe has three mechanics that are
familiar with Nortons and have been for
a number of years. We can replace
exhaust ports with the head on the bike
and don't know of anyone else who can.
The job looks 1ike original factory!
Call for a quote on shop prices. We
also have a good Norton parts supply.

A2 ValLErcia BT,
BAN FRANCISCO B4103
Prong 828.3408




