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The Nawsletter of The Morthern CaliforniaBranch

is published monthly by  the NORTHERN
CALTFORNIA BRARCH of  rthe NORTON OWNERS
CLUB. Its sole purpose is to inform and
rrain members regarding all aspects
s Norton motoreyvele; including his-
caryy technteal advice and preservation
afl the Marque, ;

NORTON MOTICE is @ reflection of its
Teadorshibp who acve sovgupraped vo sabmit
any article, techinical tip, photograph
foripinal or otherwise), so long as it
ig in pood taste, s0 that othier Norvon
enthusiasts can enjoy it, For Branch
members who cannnt attend meetrings and
rides, The Noclee aflfords  an axcellent
OppOrtunity to share experiences and in-
lormarion wicth che membership at larpge,
and Lo bring  the Branch members closer
together. pPeadline for items to be sub-
mitted to this publication is the 21st
ufl each manrh,

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY &
TRESURER

Fhil Radford

1020 E174s Ave,

San Jose, Ca, 95125
(408) 293-4548

NORTON NOTICE EDITOR
Michae eth

2503 Gough

s3an Francisco, Ca, 94123
Mail! in Advertisements,
00 NOT CALL THEM IN

PARAPHERNALTA

PRESIDENT
Scot Marburger

VICE PREIDENT &
RIDE MARSHALL
Bene Austin

RECORDING SECRETARY
Tom Horton

Tom Borman
2600 Belmont Canyon Rd.
Belmont, Ca. 94002

MEMBERSHIF IN THE NORTHER CALIFORNIA
BEANCH OF THE NORTON OWNERS CLUB IS
AVATLAGBLE IN THREE CATEGORIES.

FULL MEMBERSHIP $25.00 per year,

ASBOCTATE MEMBERSHIF
SOCTAL MEMBERSHIP 510,00 per ar,

y
(OVERSEAS ASSOCIATE OR SOCIAL MEMBERSHTP
BUES ARE U.5. $20.00 per year.)

510,00 per vear.

ALL MEMBERSHIPS DUES ARE PAYABLE TO THE
BRANCH TREASURER. RENEWAL DUES ARL PAY-
ABLE AT THE END OF THE INDIVIDUALS  MEM-
BERSHLF YEAR, THAT MONTH BEING DESIGNATED
BY THE LAST NUMBER OF THE MEMBERSHIP NUM-
BER LOCATED ON THE MAILING LABEL OF THE
NITICE. FOR EXAMPLE:

828/2
UEMNITES MEMBER NUMBER 828 WITH His DUES

EXPLRING OGN THE 15T OF FERRUARY. PLEASKE
SEND ALL CHANGES OF ADDRESS TO THE  MEM-
BERSHEF SECRETARY/TREASURER - ONLY.

FULL MEMBERSHIP pive membership in the
MORTON OWNERS CLUB with its benefits
and privilepges, such as bi-monthly is-
sues of ROADHOLDER magazine sent dir-
ectly from kEngland, keeping wmembers
informed ef Norton owners activities
all around the world, Use of a low-
tost Spares Program which allows one

to buy Norten Spares directly from
England at significant savings, and
full voting privileges at all NOC

amd Branch meetings.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSUIP is established for
any Norton owner wishing o be assoo-
fated wich the Northern Californis
branch and are welcome at all meetings,
rides and other funetions, Members are
urgsd to become Full Members once thewv
hecome familiar with the NOC benefits.

SOCIAL MEMBERSHIF is established for

Norton enthusiasts who have tiob as yvet
bought a Norton motoreycle but would

like to be included in club functions.
They do not have Branch voting rights.

————\[]
NOI"[OD)

OWNERS
CLUB

LN
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TWISTIES

Elections were held at the December
meEating, sort of, All of the candidates
for offlcers ran unopposed so that there
Was no need fFor affirial halletting, ths
general consensus of those presenl being
to acrept the following peaple as new
of ficers:

Freswdent] Scot Marburger

Treasurer! Fhil Radfaord
Becretary! Harry Ton (below}
Edator: Miks Heth

Ride Leader: Gene Austin
Tool toon Outs? Hurry Bunting
Faraphernalia!  Tosn Borman

Many thanks 4o the previous officers for
all theip past efforts.

The Christmos porly  was greats
Lhanks  go Lo all Lhese who brought food
and to Phal Vor loagsening up  the puarse
strings and buying wveryone o beer, Tom
Horton plaved bthe I0OM  viden tape, Tom
Dable tipped the waiteri thanke to them
both., Britallia graciously provided a
#2153 gift gcertificate Toffel prize and
fate and 1 shirts for the parks LD
contest.

All the pfficers hawve assured me
that thev' 1] de their best Lo make this
vear ong of the best. Rumor  has 1l

Gune started this one) thoet we’ll have
more overniters and  mayhe a SUmmeT
ralley an the coast. Fhil s already
ahead of the rest of us an  securing
Susan’s help in  putling together a
membership list. Thanks, Busan.
Michaesl Heth 1s wan  old hand  at the
Holice business and will be doing hig
u=ual bang wup Jobs Harry and Tom are
cantinuing in their positions, hoih have
vdeas  For better service ond sxpansian,
For mv own part, 1711 Lry Lo keep things

Hoing, Filling in where needed and
tuking care of loose ends. 111 alss
try Lo get in ap pecaisional tech tip.
l'we  been plaring wilh Nortan

carburation for what zeens like ages apd
a summary of my BHREriENCES  nay  proove
usedyl tread humarous?, I'm also
woerking on a Few Horvil Kits and  Lucas
Qo 1es., keep your eryes pesled for the
results,

I'd Like tp encourage anyone with
ideas  for activilies ar arlicles to get
in touch with one of us officers so that
we  can make 1L happen. Ken Duffy and
Dave Kersb are  already ot work on o
Norton swap mest/ shpw For sometime this
summer and any suggesbiovns/encourugement
would be appreciated.

La=t of all 7°d 1ike Lo remind us
all  that  this is OUR club, and if you

dan”t like the way things are done,
dan’t  Just sit  back and ‘grumble, deo
something boot it. The comming year

will be as gpod (ar bad) as the
membership wants, aoll vyou have to do  is
diecide and act.

Happy Troils.

D

L

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT

1 don't have wmany facts and
figures for the tresury this month as I
haven't had time to get to the bank.
What I can say is that Dacember's Nortaon
Notice cost $175 including postage and
the membership directory was $164. 1
will be sending out the directory to
each member that wasn't at the Christmas
Party. So 1f you den't receive a capy
within the next couple of issues of the
Notice let me know.

We drank $78,75 worth af
complimentary drinks at the Christmas
Party and took in $51 in the raffle. All
the raffle oprizes were donated by
Britalia Motors., including a $25 gift
certificate won by Dave Cronin, a rcap
won by Dave Kerst, and a T-shirt went to
the Tovely lady  accompanying Tim
Coburn.,

I sorted through the various
answers returned in the NAME THAT PAERT
competition at the party and the winner
is S5cot Marburger with 24 correct out of
32 ditems. In second place there was a
tie between Art Sirota and Seth
Patterson each with 19 correct answers,
A close fourth was Craig 0'Conner who
gets 10 out of 10 for effort but
unfortunataly T can't read Hieroglyphics
su | nad to pass on that one.

Lastly, the NOC 9n England have
been getting on my tail for not having
members sign their membership form when
renewing, So in the future will all
“full" members of the NOC fill out the
NOC form that I should be including with
your Notice, and please include machine
details including the serial number of
your Nortan and  return it to  me.
Thanks,

CHRISTMAS PARTY COMPETITION ANSWERS

)] Muffler Bracket

] Engine steady side plate

] Horn mounting bracket/plate

] Front engine isclastic mounting
allar

} Swing arm end cap

] Stator stud spacer

] Layshaft 3rd gear bushing

] Pisten snap ring

] Transmission/Primary chain adjuster
0)Tach drive gear

11)041 tank mounting

12)Clutch tab washer

I3)¥heel bearing dished washer for felt
s€d

14)0uter primary cover timing inspection
cap

13 )Bottom fork tube bushing

16)5tator stud

17)5wing arm spindle oil wick

18)Inlet valve guide

19)Footrest soppeort plate spacer
20)Crankshaft/ rotor nut

Z1)Layshaft bushing
22)Frant  engine
buffer

23)Clutech location snap ring

24 )MkII11 Seat hinge

25)5ump filter guaze

26)Engine steady spacer

?7)Fork damper tube cap

28)Clutch adjuster

29 )Rotor spacer

30)Layshaft 2nd gear -
31)Transmission camplate plunger spring
balt

32)Protection for stainless rear fender
when shipping new bikes

1
2
3
1
c
5
3
7
8
a
1

1solastic mounting
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The Exhaust Note

ar
The Return of the Son of the View
Through the Windscreen.

Well, back in the saddle again.
Some may remember that 1 was foaolish
enough te edit this newletter a few
years ago and just to oprove that
lTightning does drike twice I've got it
again. Things are a hit different this
time tho. I'm doing the typing on a
Tittle computer with a word processor so
it shouldén't be such a big deal getting
it typed. Last time Bart and Meda Rago
typed the copy and we were running back
and forth across San Francisco all the
time which got to beareal drag. A real
Tive place to Ia{ out the pages has been
set aside in my house so | won't have to
keep everything im a shoebox this time,
Should be easier all around. There is
that one catch though; if you don't send
in something for the MNorton Notice then
you'll have to read my rantings month
after month. Shirley you've got
something to say that everyone should
hear, sa send it in,

In the meantime 1'11 oprobably
resurrect this monthly column which as
you may remember fizzled out Just
outside of Yellowstone MNational Park.
When you Tive in Soutkern Smogland as |
did while writing those columns dit's
hard to keep your mind on MNartons
because there's virtually no place to go
riding. The only riding I got 1in the
year and a half 1 was down there were
two trips [ Ltocok back up te the Bay
Area. Well, I Tlive up here now and
things are all better. I may continue
with the ¥iew Through the Windscreep as
I did have a nice visit at Yellowstone
along with one of the  funniest
encounters with a Jap bike ever [ just
gutside Yellowstone). The old MNorton
made it wup to about 11,200 feet to
Beartooth Pass without a change in jets
an those alledged "putdated and
inadequate" Amals, survived a tornado in
the South Dakota Badlands National Park,
stopped by the VYincent Owners Kational
fally at Nelson Ledges Raceway in Ohia,
got as far East as Bar Harbor (Bah
Hahbah) MWaine, survived being backed
inta and knocked aver in New York, and
then made it on down to the USMOA Rally
in Tennesee. Then ft was the longest
2200 miles in the world back to Southern
Califernia with the first flat tire of
the Ltrip Just 6 miles outside of my
destination, something or someone was
trying to tell me something. The only
real faflures on thes machine were the
rear wheel bearing at about 1300 miles
into the trip and an Amal slide that
fractured at 14,500 miles into the trip
(over 25,000 miles of service out of the
part), After & tally of 16,200 miles the
total for parts Jast through fadilure was
about $35 so you can see Lhat Nortons
are expensfive to rump,

As 1 travelled alang on that trip [ came
up with some fairly interesting things
about Norton Commandos that could only
be noticed on an extended trip 1ike 1
took. You have to be on the bike day
after day with almost the same
conditions each day to realize that
thanges in the bike that you thought
were caused by one thing were really
caused by something else entirely, To

pique your dmaginatifon and come up with
something to put in this newsletter next
month ['11 just ask a few rhetorical
questions; After ft's fully warmed up
when does the Commando run the coolest?
What s the most Tikely culprit of poor
running { an an intermittent basis) when
taking a longer trip, cay 500 miles or
more? Is it beneficial for long engine
life to down shift and increase the revs
when climbing a long steady grade? Do
the carburetors receive the same amount
of fuel when the tank is half full as
they did when the tank was full? Does
the engine run hotter at high altitude?
What is the one thing you can do to keep
the vibration® on a properly set up
Commando to a minimum? OFf all the
special Norton tools that you can take
thet you wouldan't normally take on a
shert trip which teol will you need the
most on a long trip? If you think you
know the answers to these guestions send
the answers to me along with why you
think your answer is right and {if you're
right 1'11 print your &nswers along with
mine in the article where T talk about
how the Command® runs on & lang trip.

In preparation for the trip I took
1 spent about a year and @& half
researching camping equipment and
outfitting a Norton for 2 long trip &nd
in future 1ssues |'1] try to share some
of the thinas [ learned about that
topic., Finally there are some helpful
hints I1'11 pass on about planning a
Tonger trip say 10 days or more or more
than 2000 miles, There's alot of - little
things that woen't occur to you until
you're out on the road a few days and
then it's too late,

Just because this is the time of
the year te start planning a nice trip
for the summer [ should point out that
of all the motorcycles available for
touring the Norton is undoubtedly the
best., BMWs won't handle that well in the
mountains due to thefr shaft drive and
if they're one of the more powerful
modeis they ping and lose power at high
altitudes or {f they try to run on
anything less than leaded premium,
Pretty much dftte for Guzzis. ODucatis
and the ether hot Italian bikes waon't
carry mare than your hanky and
toothbrush so you'd have to motel it
which just doesn't count. Triumphs and
BSAs don't have the needed Tow vibration
for long tours otherwise they'd be a
good chojce, That's pretty much the end
of the 1ist of vehicles worth
considering for a Tong tour and in every
way the Commando fs the superfor cheice.
1t'11 carry a good load including a
passenger, t' 1 handie well when
Toaded, I1t'17 run at any altitude and on
anything over 86 octane (with Amals
anyway) and the bike is smooth when you
have it tuned and adjusted properly. OF
course this is Just my epinien, but that
doesn't mean it isn't true.

In the event this jssue arrives
just a few days before the next meeting
1'11 have to explain that in my business
December is absolutely the busiest month
and the two weeks before New Years is
the very worst so this is being dane
when 1 can get to {t. It should be
arriving about the first of the manth

fram here on out,
WA



UPCOMMING EVENTS

1/12/84 7:30 Rick's Swiss Chalet

Jan Meeting 4085 E1 Camino Way
Palo Alto

1/22/84 10:00 Bay Bridge Toll PI1,

Sacramento

Delta Ride

1/27-29 SwEs
Great American
Motorcycle Show ¢
2/9/84 Castle
Feb Meeting .
wﬁmf'

2/19/84 10:00 Howard Johnson's
Mt. Hamilton North 1st. and

Highway 101

San Jose

NOTICE: 1In the event of rain on the day of a club ride, the ride is
automatically postponed one week. Also, riders should have plenty of
gasoline by the schedu'led departure time and all ‘“personal problems"

should taken care of.
E TOOL DEPOSTT
Timing cover oil seal guide 8 5.00
Rocker spindle puller 525.00
Crankshafr sprocket puller 512.00
Clucch spri tool $12.00
NUORTHERN CALIFOMNIA BHRANCH Clucch lgci?ﬁg tool :;1]3 0o
TOOL-TOAN-OLT: FROGRAM Valve spring compressor 822,00
If you need one or more of the following touols "O" spanner exhaust 510,00
for worklng on your bike, get in touch with Timing pinion extractor 520,00
Harry Bunting and arrange to pick them up. oy
Harry Bunting (Aa08)720-3300
A refundnble deposit equal to the replacement 1401 Gilmore St.
vilue of the tool is required at the time vou Mountain \"’iF_:W. Cal

plek them up.

VYE IT NOW!
Call or write:

Nood Brltalla Motors wss
IUEATI 385 Tully Rd. ® Ly

San Jose. CA 95111 UBaVAT
* “"Comprehensive stock of TruMPH

—==# parts shipped UPS daily"

YIW0 EFET (408) 295-4341 MATCHLESS

HUGE CATALOG - $6.00 POSTPAID
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MOTORCYCLES
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MOTOIGUZZI

We have been selling and servicing
Nortons since 1948 and have a qood
supply of parts and accessories, both
new and used, Our mechanic, Bob
Bennett, has been repairing Nortons for
over 20 years and is a recognized ex-
pert. Thor Berke, our parts manager,
has a thorough familiarity with all
Norton parts and accessories.

2010 DEL Paso BLvD.
BACRAMENTO. CALIFORMIA §5815
PrHOME (D18) 925-1797

oro

1 would like to thank the dealers who
have advertising on this page for their
support of our club., To the members I
would like to say, drop in and check
them out; and, if you buy, mention that
you saw their ad. Your patronage is
appreciated!

Also, there is more space available for
anyone out there who might like to ad-
vertise. The rates are $35 for 6
months and $60 for 1 year. Who could
ask for a better deal,

Call or write: Dave Kerst, 371 Hickory
Ave., Tracy CA. 95376 (209) 835-7468
until 2PM or (415) 443-6300 between

4PM and 10PM.

Iﬁ T@T@

Svenn EMOTORS

MOTO MORAINI

Norton Owners - T.T. specializes in
European motorcycles and offers com-
plete parts, service, and machine shop
for all the wonderful bikes we sell.

Stop by and visit and check us out!

* Complete line of British tools
* Manuals and spares for your Norton
* Speed Equipment:

Megacycle and webcam camshafts
Single Mikuni kits

Exhaust port repair $45 each
Valve jobs and port work
Cycliner boring and surfacing

* 10% discount on all parts (except
Lucas) to N.0.C. members

2800 Adeline Street
Barkeley, CA BAT03

Gam. -8pm. Tues — Sal. B45-8235

m MoTo cuzzi  SDUCATI
MUNROE MOTORS, INC.

MoToRCYCLES
BaLEs - BERVICE - PARTS

Munroe has three mechanics that are
familiar with Nortons and have been for
a number of years. We can replace
exhaust ports with the head on the bike
and don't know of anyone else who can,
The job looks 1ike original factory!
Call for a quote on shop prices. We
also have a good Norton parts supply.

INC.

412 VALENCIA BT.
BAN FRANCISCO Ba103
PHONE 826-3408
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1983 INTER BRANCH QUIZ

Remember the dinter-branch gquiz
that was mentioned in the letter from
NOC Chairman Phil Cox, that was used on
the cover of the December 1982 Narton
Notice? The subect was also brought up
at that December's club meeting, but due
to the usual apathy the idea went no
£yrther in this branch. Other branches
went on to participate in the
competition, which was eventually wan by
a member of the Bristol Branch at the
NOC Annual Rally in July. [ wrote te
Phil Cox a few months agn to ask him if
we could have a copy of some of the
questions so that we could see what we
missed out on by not participating. The
yuestions below are from the firsi round
of competition., You'll have to do some
research to come up with the correct
answers, however. We can't make this too
easy, can we?

1) Which of the current branches is the
oldest? .

2) In which year did the spares service
start?

3) A famous racing motorcyclist was a
founder of the N.0.C. Who was he?

#! Name the last stately home, but one,
at which the club's annual rally was
held.

5) Who preceeded John Hudson as N.0.C.
president?

6) The 1938-1954 sidevalve Model 1 s
often referred to as the v

7] After which year did Norton
discontinue the sidevalve range?

8) Whith overhead valve single model
appeared in 195857

a) The above model appeared in  two

forms, Please explain.

10)Which model has a bore and stroke of
B2x113mm?

11)What are the hore and stroke of the
Model 507

12)What was the fuel
the 1956 road singles?
13)What was the dynamo serial number for

tank capacity of

those fitted to singles fraom 1938
onwards? (e.g. later Norfons had the
E3LM model).

14)At what voltage does the 6 wvalt

regulator begin to work?

15)Where does the battery hide on the
singles produced in 19587 :
16)Roadholder telescopic  forks with
hydraulic damping  Were fitted as
standard te singles from which year?
17)6ive the contact breaker gap on
Magdyno models.

18)Give valve <clearances
singles produced 1938-1954 for a)
valve engines b) ohv pushrod models.
19]Why must care be exercised when
Filling the ofl pump worm on road going
Norton singles?

20)Name two models in whith you find a
double raller big end.

[cold} for
side

21)The Model 7 was produced from 1947
until 1957, true or false?
22)In 1952 a major "cycle parts" change

occured which was to enhance roadholding
forever. What was it?

?3)state the models to which alloy
cyclinder heads were fitted in 1955.
24)In which year did the rear deluxe
enclosure first get fitted toa slimline
frame?

25)The TdScc engine with AML frame
provided a basis for further models.,
Name two such models.

26)Tn 1972 the Commando had ]
fundamental change which was to stay
unti] the demise of the model. What was

that change?
27)Why did the frame numbering position

on Commandes differ from Featherbed
models?

28 )How many Commando models wera
produced? le.g. 745 Roadster, 850

Interstate etc.)
29)What was the disc
Morvil brake?

a0)in which year did the navigator mode

appearf :: a

GREETINGS FELLOW NOCCERS

diameter on the

Couldn't wait to wuse my new
stationary| Here's an update on the new
British / Euro show and swap.

I have sent off & few letters to
some clubs te see 4f there is any
interest in helping, alse i Tocated a
guy who heads the B.S.A. club here in
the Bay Area, the club is loosely knit
and there is no local newsletter. But
Tom Fyfe, of Novato, has offerad to shaow
a few examples of HSA's and will tell
his friend who has some nice Goldstars.
With the B.S.A. margue well covered, all
I ieeﬂ now s the rest, so how about
it?

Anyone out there want <o show
thedir Nort? Please don't feel that yours
won't gualify this is not going to be
some "high brow" "concours show of the
century", but a display ef the. local
clubs pride and joy! Your bikes! It
would be nice to get a least one example
of every model that our club has but
don't wWait for spring! Call me or write
ma and speak up - also if you want to
sell parts or sell memberships let me
know. Thanks again, [ this won'l happen
without youl.

David Kerst

pear Phil,

You may remember my story of
hitting a deer a few miles from home
while on the way to the USNOA rally in
July. 1 have been.so disgusted with that
pad” luck, that 1 parked my bent and
scratched Norton under a tarp in  the
corner of the garage. Time heals all
wounds, including my physical ones, so
1'm ready to begin rebuilding the bike
yet again (had a 1000 miles on a

comg]ete restoration at time of the
accident.

I've lost my "fair spares”
1ist etc, SAE enclosed for
thanks.

By the way,
work you and the others put
club and the Notice. [t has
interest up for & few months now, and
reading about others enjoying their
Nortons has finally goaded me off my
duff.

price
another,

also for the
into the
kept my

Thanks

Bob Wilson
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STEERING HEAD BEARINGS

Have you checked

your steering head
lately? The best

way to do it 1s to
support your bike wunder the crankcase
area with the front wheel off the
ground. [ use a hydraulic jack on the
frame crasstube beneath the engine, but
any type of jack would work, as would
the correct cembination of blocks of
waad, 1f you have a steering damper
installed, disconnect it so that you can
get a better feel of the condition of
the bearings. Turn the handlebars or
clip-ons left and right from center and
check for any binding, notchiness, or
detents 1in the steering particularly
near Lthe centered position where the
steering assembly spends most of it's
working 1ife, Den't let any cable or
wiring drag confuse you. Take your time
and repeat this until you reach a clear
decision,

The steering head bearings on the
‘71 to '75 Commandos are non-adjustable,
but for the pre-Commandos and earlier
Commando  models the adjustment 1is
checked by standing astride the front
wheel (which s still off the ground)]
and grasping the ~ fork legs  and
attempting tu move them backwerds end
forwards against the steering head
races, Another method is to stand beside
the front wheel and put one hand on the
upper fork yoke and hold the forward
edge of the front fender with your other
hand while attepting to rock the
steering assembly fore and aft. A loose
fender or excess clearances in the faork
sliders might make you think you have a
problem, but by carefully loocking to see
where the movement exists you can
eliminate these two areas. The steering
head bearings can be adjusted on the
pre-'71 bikes by referring to the manual
and if after adjustment the movement of
the bearings 1is not smooth, you just
might want to take a closer look at your
steering head bearings.

Disassembly of your front end fis
accomplished by referring to the manual
for your particular machine, The '71 to
‘75 Commandos have sealed ball bearings
with a spacer tube between them, The pre
‘71 bikes wusually have loose ball
bearings with separate inner and outer
races. In other words, on the pre ‘71
bikes you'1l find that the ball bearings
will fall out while you're separating
the yokes { or triple clamps). You canm

update the pre '71 bikes [ including
Featherbeds) with the sealed ball
pearings ( bearings #£6205) but you'll

need toc get a spacer tube of the correct
length. The Commando shop manual gives
the correct length or you can get
commande part #0O700100. The earlier
loose ball bearings weren't sealed and
the ball bearings themselves were of &
smaller diameter and didn't seem to last
as long as the later type.

While you have your upper fork
yoke removed you might want to consider
securing your fork lock with a setscrew
like Tom Mullen mentioned in his Tech
Tip that s fn the April '82 HNorton
Notice.,

Another option concerning bearings

is to update any Commandos or opre
Commzndos to tapered roller bearings.
The advantage of the tapered raoller

hearings s that they provide a Jaorger
bearing surface and ,at least in theory,
Tonger 1life. 0On the Commandos with a
spacer tube normally installed between
the bearings you have to Jleave the
spacer out when installing tapered
bearings so that you can adjust them. So
on the pre '71 bikes it's fust a matter
of replacing the old style loose type
with the tapered roller type. The Timken
part numbers are 07204 for the outer
races and 07907 fer the tapered
bearings. I bought two bearing sets for
my Cemmando 1ast year &nd tney cost $135
for both sets from a bearing supply
house.

The only disadvantage of these
tapered bearings {is that they are not
sealed bearings. There is a dust cover
presently located above the upper
hearing on Commandos and Featherbeds and
the lower bearing can be protected by
making a flat washer that is 1" 1.0, by
2 1/16 0.0. out of some thin metal. 1
used some hardened ,025 aluminum and
left out the thin washer that s
normally installed between the upper
dust cover and the upper hearing to
compensate for the added thickness of

the new washer at the bottom. By adding
a homemade dustcover between the lower
bearing bearing and the leower yoke you
effectively increase the distance

between the upper and lower yokes. This
makes for loose headlight ears 1f you
want to use the stock units, By leaving
out the upper washer I was ahle to
maintain the correct distance between
the yokes, but this wouldn't be a
problem if you have <clamp on type
headlight mounts or no headlight at a{q.
After installing tapered roller bearings
they must be adjusted per the manual on
the pre '71 bikes. ©On the '71 and later
commandos they are adjusted by using the
nut and tab washer at the bottem of the
steering head stem to maintain the
correct setting, A 1ittle Loctite on the
threads wouldn't  hurt to hold the
adjustment either,

A few words of caution to end
this. Don't mix different types of
bear fngs, especially the YLV TE
Commande bearings with either of the two
types, These bearings are cheap enough
that you ought to be able to buy two of

the same type. i :] Z

Another fuick Quiz.

1) Without Jlooking back up to the
article, Quick, Which word appeared in
the tech tip the most times? Bearings?
Yokes? Commando? Spacer?

2) When you don't  brace the
properly befare jacking it up off the
ground and it falls over is the yoke on

you or on the bike? Think hard.

bike
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LUARANT DS

WANTED

farts for 1952 B854 C-11
single cylinder rigid frame
1) Front fender with stays

Mocdel 250cc

?) Pear license bracket and tajlpiece

3} Tesl box (triangular for rigid
frama)

4) Chain quard { plus small pieces)

Will pay modest finders fee

Dave Xerst

FOR SALE

Commando 750 gearbox,rebuilt, $150

Bolt up type rear wheel wWith sprocket
$20

Lucas headlight skell ,pest 1970 with
three fndicator JTights %15

Pair of Cammando fork top nuts 5
Bumper mount motorcycle carrier §10
WM 4xi8 sun alloy rim. 36 spoke,
Yamaha P20

David Crader Hm-295-4268
Wk-446-1466 San Jose

Fits

SWAF MEET NORION PARTS

T.T.

SMOTORS
SWAP MEET-NORTON PARTS

JANUARY 22nd 1984 at T.T. Motors
2800 Adeline St. Berkeley, CA

its fun and its British.
pink =slip

Its fres,
bring your wife, husband,

and the klds, swap the whole lot for
some Norton parts they don't talk back

FOR SALE

1978 £00 Suzuki

Clean, reliable, a good commuter
§575 Margie 654-1933 eves.

(Need the money for a British bike)

FOR SALE
1) '22 Narton 750
Complete-not running. $495

Interstate-

2) "48 MNorton 500 Model 18 -set up for
dirt track- not rupning $595

3) ‘74 Triumph Trident 750
Complete-Running-28560 actual miles-tags
for '82 $129% Jim LCraig [(619) 571-2493
FOR SALE

1) Set of new chrome clip-on bars for
35mm fork tubes (same as your

roadholder=z) 830
?) Set of four new Commando pushrods
i3

1) One uysed Commando connecting rod $30
4) Used early ('B7-'62 or thereabout)
AMC  inper  gearbox  cover, This inner
cover takes the early type kickstart
spring and shaft,is in perfect condition
and has been bead blasted clean. §10

%) Used complete Commando 750 head with

good exhaust port threads. Will
dizassemble for inspectien, $75
6) New Commande timing inmspection plugs

52 ea,
7) 750 Commando crankshaft with standard

t¢ize rod journals that do not need to be
graund, Cieaned and torgued, ready to
install $100

8) Used Dunstall 2-1-2 exhaust pipes
with clamps [(no mufflers),chrome is poaor
$20

9) Mew 20 tooth countershaft sprocket
for Commanda %20

10)Used Commando 55 exhaust pipes, n
good condition, §35 the pair., These are
not 5 pipes. Gene'  Austin (415
573-9559

tear up the lawn or make demands for the
family car on friday nights. what a deal.

Contact Mlke Rettie or dealin John at
T.T. Motors phone BU45-8235 tues.-Sat.

T.T. will be closed.thls is a sidewalk

event ln the event of bad weather we will

move it inside.

So come on down! bring your old parts

and trade them for socmebody elses.
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tensinnar

Halt-time qear
Ignitmm wait e
Oil filree

Idler gear s
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Taper reller mains

TYFPE 40R

ORDERS

Pra-production Model 40M's are avail-
ahie in the LK tar inspection by prog:
Peclive customers Ly poor appoint
mgrd only. it s not our policy 10 give
“estimaten” dalivary datos o Sep
Tomber Hi v shall be & gusition 1o
digcuss urders agains o deposit for pro
duction machines for Wapment on spe
eilie dates Pledse wite 1ooour Dache
adirass.

SERVICE

Development of an atier sales apares
and service network will be complate
Autumn B3 Within  the  European
Economic Community, soles, ssrvice
and buckup will be oparsted by our
selves direct o costomaer, sole agents
ure being appointed in other selected
countnas, thay will alaso cperate direc
with customers anly

PRICE £5,485 UK sterling

OUTRIGHT
WINNER

Enginvering Category

The Cunservalion
Foundution
Awiirds Scheme
[ELE]

Foar=valve DOHC nead

Shall bearing
- Bigend

Holt on
-~ lywhesis

.
One pince crankshalt

iy
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Paittinil s, Blace ghont wpay dliver
Mckt Aracois by Heg ugsm
DOHIRE By Waliitl b atamieey
W flaimah. o avy il




