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# 401Home of the Feather River Rally       June July 2016 

We’ll see you at the Quincy Rally  
July 11-16 



2 

 

NORTON NOTICE; 
Published by the Northern California Norton 

Owner’s Club, its purpose is to inform and 

entertain the club members. The Norton No-

tice is a reflection of the readership who are 

encouraged to submit articles, technical tips, 

photographs (original or otherwise). The 

Norton Notice prefers contributions submit-

ted electronically. Send to 

Loinguy@yahoo.com. The NCNOC / Norton 

Notice Newsletter accepts ads from qualified 

business for the purpose of information for 

the readership. Acceptance and publication 

of ads is in no way meant to be an endorse-

ment of or a recommendation, for service. 

The Club does not accept any responsibility 

for the qualifications of or reliability of adver-

tisers. 

MEMBERSHIP 
The Northern California Norton Owners Club 
is open to all British motorcycle enthusiasts. 
Membership and renewals can be paid for 
via our web site and is available for $25 per 
year. Membership offers a wide range of 
benefits including the mailed Norton Notice, 
website, yahoo group, Social activities, Tech 
sessions and Monthly rides.  

2016 Club Executive Board and 
Members in Service 

 

President: 

 Ken Armann 

 851 B McGlincey Ln. Campbell , 
CA 95008, 408.626.0061 

 KenArmann@Gmail.com 
Vice President: 

 Alan Goldwater  

 vice-president@nortonclub.com 
Secretary/Treasurer/Membership : 

 Alan Goldwater 

 treasurer@nortonclub.com 
Norton Notice Editor: 

 Lorin & Kathryn Guy  

 Newsletter-editor@nortonclub.com 
 

Members in Service: 
Web Master : 

 Ian Reddy 408.218.1087 

 webmaster@nortonclub.com 
Regalia Manager : 

 Harry Bunting  

 quartermaster@nortonclub.com 
Rides Coordinator:  

 Harry Bunting (408) 615.1234 

 Rides-coordinator@nortonclub.com 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT:  
The Club gratefully acknowledges the 
work of Fred Fortune  (Fortune2.com)  for 
the designs used in this journal and on the 
club web site. Website program is thanks 
to club member Ian Reddy.  
 

See us at www.nortonclub.com  and 
join our Yahoo group for information 
and club activities at  
NorCalNOC@yahoogroups.com 
All rights reserved  © NCNOC 2005-2016 
no part can be reproduced without per-
mission.  

AFFILIATIONS ;   
The NCNOC  is affiliated with both the Norton 
Owner’s Club of England (NOC) http://
nortonownersclub.org/ and the International Nor-
ton Owner’s Association (INOA) http://
inoanorton.com/  see page 15. 
 

Honorary Members, Brian Slark,  
Dick Slusher, Jodi Nickolas 

Advertising : Ads are $100.00 per 1/4 
page for the year. Contact the Editor for 
information and pricing on lager ads.  
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Membership Application to the Northern California Norton Owner’s Club 

 

Membership cost is $25.00 per year and includes a subscription to the 
Norton Notice, a publication which provides an enormous wealth of 
information to Norton owners, announces and re-caps of club events. 
 
I hereby apply for Membership in the Northern California Norton Owners 
Club (NCNOC) 
Name______________________________________________ 
Phone________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________  
City_____________________________________________ State____ 
Zip______________     E-Mail___________________________________ 
This is a new ____ renewal ____ application. 
Norton(s) owned:  Year _____  Model ________________________ 
          Year _____  Model ________________________ 
 

The undersigned applicant certifies that he or she is a legal resident of the US over the age 
of 18, has a valid motorcycle driver’s license, and will use legally required safety equipment 
in connection with club activities. Participant does hereby execute this release, waiver, and 
indemnification for himself or herself and his or hers, successors, representatives, and as-
signs, and hereby agrees and represents as follows: To release the Northern California Nor-
ton Owners Club (the Club) and its officers, agents and members from any and all liability, 
loss, damage, costs, claims, and/or cause of action, including but not limited to all bodily 
injuries and property damage arising out of participation in the club’s activities, it being spe-
cifically understood that such activities include the operation and use by applicant and oth-
ers of motorcycles. The undersigned further agrees to indemnify the club and its officers, 
agents, and members and hold them harmless for the results of the undersigned’s participa-
tion in those activities. This indemnification shall include attorney’s fees incurred in defend-
ing any claim or judgment and incurred in the negotiation of any settlement. It is understood 
and agreed that the undersigned shall have the opportunity to consent to any settlement; 
provided, however, that such consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

I have read and agree to the additional terms and conditions set forth on all parts 
of this application. Other affiliated clubs and organizations are also represented 
and protected by this release. 
Applicants Signature and date (required) 
_______________________________________________________________ 

 
Make your check for $25 payable to: 

 Northern California Norton Owners Club.  
Send all applications & inquiries to  Treasurer Alan Goldwater 1780 

Chanticleer Ave. Santa Cruz Ca. 95062  
You can also join on line at nortonclub.com and use credit card 

through our pay pal account.  
 

Join our club Yahoo group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NorCalNOC/ 
 

*The NCNOC is associated with both the NOC and the INOA You can join 
the INOA and the NOC from our website at Nortonclub.com 
 

Contents © 2005-2016 All rights reserved. 
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Member Information:  
 
Norton Notice: your club newsletter is a bi-monthly publication and is available 
in full color printable PDF form on line at your club website Nortonclub.com see 
“Norton Notice”. 

 
Norton Notice submissions and articles: All members are encouraged to 
write about your Norton, motorcycle riding or mechanical experiences. Please 
submit via E mail, pictures (Jpeg format) and tidbits are welcome. All submission 
subject to edit for space or content. Send to loringuy@yahoo. Or from your Club 
Website : Editors :  

 
Club members, you can now get your club newsletter Via e mail, instead of in 
the mail.  There are some distinct advantages to getting it this way, first you get 
it before the mailed version is out, secondly, it’s in FULL COLOR! How can 
you get it ? Request “My Norton Notice” via Email by sending a note with 
your Email address to: newsletter-editor@nortonclub.com 

 
Yahoo Group: Your club maintains a Yahoo Groups page, for all up to date 
event info and changes, questions about your bike or just queries, it’s a quick 
way to get an answer or opinion. You can join the Yahoo Group from your club 
Website Nortonclub.com, click on About Us.. at the bottom of that page, Join us!  

 
Club Membership: Club membership is $25.00 per 
year and is open to all British motorcycle enthusi-
asts, regardless of Norton motorcycle ownership.  
You can join from the Clubs website Norton-
club.com  

 
Club Dues: you can pay your yearly club dues On 
Line.. from your club website Nortonclub.com see  
About Us, then click on the “Buy Now” icon Or you 
can mail a check the address and info is the last 
page of your printed Norton Notice. Credit Cards 
and PayPal accepted on line.  

 
Club Events: Club events are printed in your 

mailed Norton Notice; page 3, “2016 Ride and 

Event Diary”. Club events are in “bold print” type, 

other events of interest to the club are in regular 

type.   

Feel free to invite your non-member friends to rides 

and events too, we are an open club, although a 

liability release needs to be signed (the club “sign in 

sheet”) everyone signs before events.  
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2016 RIDE AND EVENT DIARY:  
note: dates in bold are NCNOC club events those not in bold are events of interest 
to the club.  For event details see your club website at Nortonclub.com. Cal-
endar  
   

Sun June 12: “June Swoon Ride”, Alice’s, 11:30am  Highway Clean Up, 
Alice’s, before ride 10am start!.. Be there..  
  
Thurs July 7: Club Rally Volunteers, Harry Bunting’s house 2856  Hem-
lock ct. San Jose  (prep for rally).. 

 
 Mon– Sat. Jul 11-16: NCNOC /INOA Feather River Rally.  
Quincy CA. see website for details .. Be there… Oh, we are there…  
 
Thurs-Sun Aug 11-13: Dardanelle M/C campout, Meeting Saturday night 
with dinner. Ride, Meteors and MORE … fun time in the hills… 
 

Sun Aug 21: Highway Clean Up, Alice’s, 10:30am  
  
Thurs Sep 8: Club meeting, Swiss Park, Newark, CA meeting starts 8pm 
come early get dinner..  
 
Sun Sept.11: Delta Ride, start ,Carl's Jr, 915 Main St. Oakley, CA 10 
am Ride leader Dave Crader.  
  
Sun Oct 2: AGM meeting BBQ and Ride, Los Gatos Creek Park, TBA.. 
 
Sat. Nov 5: BSA Clubs' All British Ride, Novato, CA (points ride). 
 
Sun Nov 6: Hanson Dam ride 35th Annual  Southern California Norton 
Club 
 
Thurs Nov 10: Club meeting, Swinging Door, San Carlos CA.meeting 
starts 8pm come early get dinner.. Really good Fish and Chips! 
 
 Sun Nov 13:  Adopt-a-Highway Highway Clean up and Turkey Ride: 
 10:30am  Alice’s, ride start 11:30..     
 
Sun Dec 4: Holiday Party, TBA 
 
Sun Dec 18: Freeze Ride, Alice's, 10:30am 
 

—-Always check your club on line calendar for updates and your Ya-
hoo Group for up to the minute ride and event information. 
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President’s Message : 
 

It's here and the rally is upon us welcome to all and 
wishing everyone has a great time, remember we 
are all here for a good time so play well with others!  
 
We are hoping everyone is good natured and willing 
to lend a hand when needed. Our rally staff have 
worked hard to put together a package that includes 
something for everyone and they could use our help 
and support. 
 
The Northern California Norton Owners Club has 
been around for 45 years and we last had a rally 
here in Quincy 20 (1996) years ago and everyone 
had a great time. The town is very motorcycle 
friendly and are host to multiple BMW rallies every 
year. 
 
Sadly we will not be having a flat track event this year however for those 
hanging around Sunday night a dirt track car race is on the ticket and we 
are welcome to stay and enjoy, tickets can be 
purchased at the gate.  
 
We appreciate all your participation and hope 
you can join us in the future at other events put 
on by the NCNOC like The Dardanelle Resort 
Motorcycle Ride and Camp-out weekend is Au-
gust 11-13th which corresponds to the Presides 
Meteor Shower so come join us and watch the 
sky fall.  
 
There is great riding, fishing, hiking, and even 
horseback riding available so again something 
for everyone. 
 
     Welcome again one and all hope you have a 
great time and remember to be kind to each 
other. 

Credits: cover and rally art by Club Mem-
ber Fred Fortune. Pg 4 Ken Armann, Pg 5-8
--11 Lorin Guy Pg 10 Alan Goldwater.   
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INOA and the NOC Events:   
 
 

The NCNOC is associated with the NOC of England (Norton Owner’s Club)  
After years of establishing ourselves as the Norton representatives in the 
USA we joined with the INOA (International Norton Owner’s Association). 
We highly encourage all members to join both organizations, for the benefits 
to you and your club.  
 

Coming events in the INOA:  
 

July 2016 INOA/NCNOC Feather River Rally  
 
The 2016 All British, Feather River Rally presented by the International 
Norton Owners Association (INOA) and the Northern California Norton Own-
er’s Club (NCNOC) will be held July 11-16 at the Quincy, California, Plumas 
County Fairgrounds.  
 
This beautiful and exciting area of Northern California offers some of the 
states best motorcycle roads. Plan early to be a part of this amazing event. 
Registration opens soon.  Watch the Norton Rally website for details or see 
Nortonclub.com    

 

Coming events  in the NOC:  
 
Banbury Run: With 600 entrants the VMCC is the biggest gathering and run 
in the world for machines manufactured before 1931. Operating over three 
different routes which all converge back on Gaydon, the Banbury Run caters 
for those who wish to enter a timed event or those who just enjoy the thrill of 
riding with so many other Vintage, Veteran and Pioneer bikes. Discounted 
entry fees will be available for Veteran machines (manufactured before 
1915) to encourage more of the very oldest bikes to enter the event. Access 
to the Heritage Centre from 7am with the muse-
um building opening at 9am. The first bike leav-
ing from the start line will be at .  
The Norton Owners Club will be there with a dis-
play of very old Norton to dispel the oft quoted 
rumor that the NOC is a Commando-only club  
 

 

You can join the NOC at:  
www.nortonownersclub.org/membership 

 
  

You can join the INOA:  
www. inoanorton.com/Membership/ 

http://www.nortonownersclub.org/membership
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NCNOC      meeting: 6/9/2016        Special Note: 
 

Submitted for discussion :  by Lorin Guy NCNOC Newsletter editor and NCNOC 
Board member for 12 years.  
 

After occurrences at events this year it’s important we add to our club By-Laws 
as in keeping with that document we are posting this in the next three issues of 
the Norton Notice, and it will be brought up for discussion at the next three club 
meeting, discussed and voted on if approved added to the by-Laws. See below 
for section, and proposal.  
 
Purposed Addition to:  
 IX. Responsibilities of the Executive Committee:  
 
Section D. which currently reads: “The Committee shall make required ar-
rangements for the social and sporting activities of the Club,  
   
 The proposal would add,  Section D appendix 1:  
 
Club Equipment:   In the pursuit of activities, sporting or social any 
equipment either owned by, or loaned to the club, be signed out by a 

member who takes responsibility and fiscal 
accountability for said equipment, including 
replacing lost or damaged equipment, and 
returning to designated keeper after the 
event. 
 
Club owned equipment is kept in the pos-
session of and distributed by a club mem-
ber designated annually by the board.  

Alice’s Breakfast: L-R Dave Halprin, Alan Goldwa-
ter, Dave Warens,  Harry Bunting, Lorin & Kathryn 
Guy and New member who I forgot his name... 
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Road Ramblings:  
Murphy's Motorcycle Laws: #2. The fact that 
your keys are still in your pants pocket will 
become apparent after you put your gloves 
on. 

NCNOC Treasurers Report June 2016  
 

Most of you that owed dues have renewed since the last issue, and on 
behalf of the Club, I thank you. Here’s the current roster; 
89 members paid in full 31 members still owing dues. 29 Complimentary 
subscriptions, including advertisers and other Norton clubs, chapters and 
associated British Clubs. 
 

We’re now in pretty good shape financially, The upcoming purchase of 
Feather River Rally shirts can be partly funded by shirts already ordered 
in rally pre-registration, with the remainder coming from our account.  
 
Please welcome new members Shawn Tearle and Scott Somers. It’s 
great to see the Club growing instead of shrinking.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Alan Goldwater  

 
Below: Clubs Mt Hamilton Ride, part of the ride stops at the Lick Observatory 
a top the  4,216 foot mountain, The sinuous 19-mile road seldom exceeds 
6.5 percent grade. Rises 4000 ft and include 365 curves, pictured club mem-

ber’s Dave Halprin, Dave Crader and on the Nor-
ton Atlas , David Warnes. 
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The Northern California Norton Owner’s Club 
At quick look at your hosts  

 
The NCNOC was started in San Francisco in the early 1970's and It was the 
first American branch of the Norton Owners Club (NOC) of England and grew 
geographically larger to become the Northern California Norton Owner’s 
Club. Still a branch of the NOC the club joined the International Norton Owners 
Association (INOA), and is now one of the largest Norton clubs in the USA.  
 
The NCNOC is an active participant in San Francisco Bay Area vintage motor-

cycling, from shows and events to rides the club has made its presence known 

throughout the greater Bay Area as a rider’s club and a supporter of local hap-

penings.  From being an early participant of the IMS show’s vintage display, to 

appearing on TV shows to  being a founding participant of the prestigious Quail 

Motorcycle Gathering, the NCNOC has always put its best foot forward repre-

senting  Norton Motorcycles with the highest regard. 

We have Special Club Members too, like Maya Lai, first women in the club and 
a very early member as well as our  founding members  Robert Bausch and 
Jerry Kaplan, who still attend events! Many of the members in the NCNOC have 
been in the club for many years, even those who have had to stop riding due to 
age considerations still attend events, friendships in the club have been known 
to be life long. We have Honorary members also for their contributions to the 
success of Norton on road and track they are Brian Slark • Jody Nicholas • Dick 
Slusher.  
 
The NCNOC has participated in almost all the Western INOA Rally’s as volun-
teers and/or Co-Organizers. Our commitment is total and our desire for the con-
tinued dominance of the Norton marquis. 
  
The club has monthly rides, meetings on the second Thursday of every month 
(at rotating venues), and does community work with our California State Adopt-
A-Highway program.  With our award winning monthly newsletter, website and 
a Yahoo group, it’s hard not to want to be a part of this active and social/riding 
club. 
  
So if you like to ride, repair, eat, drink, be merry, talk about and admire Norton 
motorcycles, or just want to support British motorcycling, please consider join-
ing – You can do that on line at our website Noronclub.com or via mail, if you 
decide being a member is not your thing but want to help support the club and 
British Motorcycling you can make a “donation” at our website too. Club mem-
bership is open to Norton owners and all British motorcycle enthusiasts. 

Motorcycle Logic:   
Happiness isn't around the corner, it is the corner. 

11 

 

Sign Up !! 
Electronic Norton Notice now available:  

Send a note that you want it to: 
newsletter-editor@nortonclub.com 

On the left:  
View from the Top:  
The clubs Mt Hamilton 
Ride , stops at the Lick 
Observatory , You can see 
for miles. 

On the left bottom : The 
Delta Ride, an annual 
exploring the Sacramen-
to Delta area great Levy 
roads and small towns,  
Norton roads to let-r– 
out some. Lunch is al-
ways at some cool little 
out of the way place the 
Fish is fresh you can 
watch the fishermen 
bring it from the river!  
See Members Harry 
Bunting and Dave 
Crader at the  bikes 

Long time NCNOC member 
Ron Bastiaans slip on his 
gloves and readies for an-
other NCNOC ride.  
 
The NCNOC subscribes to 
the AGATT philosophy of All 
Gear All The Time. Safety 
first always.  
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Alan’s Wrench  Norton Notice 401   Summer 2016 
  
My first Commando was a ’72 Combat I bought from a garage sale in 1984. It 
only took a few days to get it running, but there were still problems like a slipping 
clutch that took a while to sort out.  Good news was that the motor felt strong 
and didn’t leak oil (much). The seller had told me he had it rebuilt by British Mar-
keting a year after buying it, so it had the “Superblend” main bearing upgrade. 
My first club ride on that bike was an eye-opener. We were turning off the high-
way onto an uphill side road. Trying to keep up with the group, I grabbed a 
handful in second gear and the front end got real light, you know what I mean. It 
was love at first wheelie!  
I rode that bike all over and took it to many rallies. At 46k miles in 2006, the mo-
tor finally started to go sour, so I parked it in favor of my MK3 850 Interstate (the 
Chevy Pickup of British bikes).   Now ten years later, I finally had the Combat 
engine rebuilt by Ken Armann. When he pulled the top end off, he found the rea-
son it had lost power - a missing cam lobe: 

 
Based on my memory of that first ride, I 
decided to stay with the Combat 2S high-
lift cam, still available from Phil Radford’s 
Fair Spares.  The bore and head looked 
OK, considering the miles. One exhaust 
thread needed repair, then new valves and 
rings and good to go.  
The engine was back together and in the 
bike in two weeks, and everything looked 
right - until the tach drive was installed. 
The drive housing was a very tight fit and 
actually locked up the motor when pushed 

in fully. Close inspection showed marks on the driven gear, so apparently the 
new production 2S cams are a bit oversize on the worm gear teeth.  
After some head scratching, we had Ken’s local machine shop take .040” off the 
driven gear OD. That gave enough clearance for the housing to slip in easily. 
Checking the gear mesh with Dykem showed a nice contact pattern on the teeth 
and no binding. Only 
time will tell if this fix 
lasts.  
Meanwhile, I’m enjoying 

the return of an old 

friend - my first Com-

mando. She’ll be at the 

INOA Feather River Ral-

ly this July, along with 

many other beautiful 

Nortons and fine friends.  

I hope to see you and 

yours there. 
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Update 2016 NCNOC/INOA  

Feather River All British Rally  July 11-16, Quincy,  CA 
 
I want to thank all the volunteers who are helping out at the 2016 NCNOC/
INOA rally including the NCNOC members, NWNO and all supporters who 
have provided door prizes or put our NCNOC/INOA rally poster on your web-
sites, in your businesses and on windows!  We appreciate you participation 
and enthusiasm, we are working hard to make this a memorable NCNOC/
INOA rally.  
 
You can see the latest 2016 NCNOC/ INOA rally schedule at http://
nortonrally.com/inoa-rally-2016.   
   
We have tech sessions and some very special Norton Motorcycle speakers      
Our Guests of Honor include: 
John Favill (Famed Norton Commando design engineer),  
Jerry Doe (AccessNorton.com)  
The British and Norton racing legend:  Mr. Peter Williams  
(Grand Prix winner Ulster GP/won the 1973 Isle of Man  F750 TT on a John 
Player Norton Special with a semi-monocoque frame, and Norton factory rac-
ing engineer ). 
  
They all plan to be at the rally Live or on the Big Screen (Skype with Peter 
Williams) to answer your questions about Norton's and Norton racing with 
presentations.  
   
Special Note: 
One thing our speakers asked me to pass on to you is, come up with ques-
tions beforehand so we can keep the dialog moving during the main tech 
talks.  
  
Please send questions to my email below so we have a starting point.   You 
will be able to ask your questions directly to the speakers.  I am so excited 
about hearing what they all have to say.   
 
Looking forward to see you at the rally!       
 
Best Regards,  
Harry Bunting -  
2016 INOA Feather River Rally Chairman  
harryB2378@aol.com 
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 NCNOC ‘s Community Service, “Things Are Picking Up!”  
 

The NCNOC’s Adopt-a-Highway commitment is now in its 8th year  the 
Club is booked for the 6 miles near Alice’s Restaurant till 2018. Alice's is a 
world renown motorcycle destination, We are the only motorcycle club to 
have a stretch of road in the Santa Cruz Mountains.  
 

The club meets every other month (see websites Calendar or your Norton 
Notice Newsletter) at the intersections of highways 35 @ 85 at what’s 
called the “corners” near Alice’s Restaurant. Generally about 10am things 
get started sending some volunteers on the north route and a small group 
in the southern direction. Armed with a Cal-Trans white hardhat, big bag, 
bright green vest, goggles, gloves and a picker-upper grabber we pick up 
the trash on the side of the road way and bag it. Some members clean the 
intersection and the parking lot area at Sky Londa Store as additional ser-
vice.  
 

It’s not uncommon that we find some interesting stuff on the side of the 
road, from sun glasses to plastic water bottles, cameras to bits of motorcy-
cles and even on occasions some odd items. We’ve found a pink bowling 
ball, a bed, about a mile of steel cable and mini fridge whiskey bottles.  
 

The clubs event leaders Lorin and Kathryn Guy have been hauling all the 
needed equipment up to the clean-up site since the clubs participation 
started. They also provide a morning tasty treat at each meeting of coffee 
cakes, fruit, hot coffee, tea and on many occasions hot cocoa; the Guys 
are committed to the clubs community service.  
 

The signs on the roadway and our continued commitment have been rec-
ognized by other motorcycle enthusiasts and those who frequent Alice’s, 
many have come over to see 
what we are doing enjoy a 
cupa and say “thank you”, the 
owners at Alice’s have also 
recognized the club and 
thanked us many times for 
the service.  
 

But it’s not about the recogni-
tions says event leader Lorin 
Guy, it’s more about trying to 
in a small way give back. The 
clubs use these roads, we as 
motorcyclists are the bene-
factors of our own efforts to 
keep it clean and safe.  
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"No Tools Loaned...Make your own Spring Puller" 
By SportsterDiana 
 

In my garage is a Snap-On top box that is older than I am.  It was my 
brothers, and before him, my fathers.  It had been through a lot including 
repainting and one shop fire before it became mine 36 years ago.  I've left 
it just as it came to me, including the sticker with a little green guy flipping 
the bird saying "No Tools Loaned".  This was always the motto then, but 
has never been the motto of "Ken Armann British Motorcycles".  
 
I'd like to say every tool he loans comes back, and indeed most do, but 
not all.  The rare curved wrench for Norton head and barrel nuts vanished 
forever.  So have two Norton engine stands.  An assortment of other less-
er tools have gone as well, for the most part unnoticed.  The most recent 
addition to this list was the spring puller.  Loaned out a couple months 
ago, its absents went unnoticed until it was time to get the return spring 
back in place on rear brake of 76' Triumph.  Even if had we known who to 
call, we couldn't wait days to get it back.  
  
Fred Fortune had been by the day before and dropped off some heavier 
than normal 0.041 safety wire.  Perfect for making another tool, all we 
needed was a handle.  Almost anything would work, an old piece of 
broom handle, or in this case a 1/2 inch aluminum tube.  We cut a 4.5 
inch piece of it, then drilled two parallel 1/8in holes through it, 1/8th inch to 
either side of center.  We then used a larger bit to take the sharp edges 
off the holes.  A 12 inch piece of the safety wire bent in the half, ends fed 
through the holes, twisted and bent over gives you a functional tool in a 

pinch  (See Picture).   
 
To give it a more finished look and 
make it a little safer for your hand, 
tape up the twisted part of the wire, 
or use large shrink tubing over 
it.  Simple yes, but it did work on the 
rear brake spring, and now resides 
where the old one did on the tool 
board...Until someone borrows it... 

Fred’s Garage Tips: • 
Thanks to  Fred Fourtune, Diana Pettijohn, “Sportster Diana” and Ken Armann of 
Ken Armann Classic Motorcycle Restoration. 
 

• WD-40 will remove grease embedded in work clothes. It also lubricates 
and cools drill bits. WD40 sprayed on Aluminum will remove oxidation.  


