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NORTON NOTICE 
Published by the Northern California Nor-
ton Owners Club. Its purpose is to inform 
and entertain the club members. The Nor-
ton Notice is a reflection of the readership 
who are encouraged to submit articles, 
technical tips, photograph (original or oth-
erwise) so that other Norton enthusiasts 
may enjoy it. The deadline for items to be 
submitted for publication is the 18th of the 
month preceding the issue. The Norton 
Notice prefers contributions submitted 
electronically. Articles and high-resolution 

MEMBERSHIP 
The Northern California Norton Owners 
Club is open to all Norton motorcycle enthu-
siasts. Membership and renewals can be 
paid for , to the Club via our web site and is 
available for $25 per year. Membership of-
fers a wide range of benefits including the 
mailed Norton Notice, and website, yahoo 
group, Social activities, Tech sessions and 
Monthly rides.  

2008 CLUB BOARD and Members 
in Service  

 
President 
· Harry Bunting 
· 2856 Hemlock Ave.  San Jose, 

CA 95128 
· 408.615.1234 
· HarryB2378@aol.com 
Vice President 
· Dave Crader 925.513.3148 
· dpcrader@comcast.net 
Secretary  
· Donna Morrison 415.771.6166 
· morrison.donna@sbcglobal.net 
Treasurer/Membership  
· Elizabeth Recoder 510.222.7771 
· ibsrecoder@aol.com 
Rides Coordinator  
· Keith Karn 510.482.8218  
· unclehomes@yahoo.com 
 

Members in Service  
WebMaster  
· Ian Reddy 408.218.1087 
· Ian_reddy@sbcglobal.net 
Regalia Manager  
· Liz Sain-Dabel 408.272.0369 
· lizsain@yahoo.com 
Norton Notice Editor 
· Lorin Guy 408.242.1976 
· loringuy@yahoo.com 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT The 
NCNOC gratefully acknowledges the 
work of Fred Fortune     
(Fortune2.com)  for the designs 
used in this journal and on the club 
web site. Website program is thanks 
to Ian Reddy.  
See us at www.nortonclub.com  
and join our Yahoo group for in-
formation and club activities at 
NorCalNOC@yahoogroups.com 

Advertising  
Ads are $100.00 per 1/4 page for the 
year. Contact the Editor for information 
and pricing on lager ads.  

 
AFFILIATIONS    
The NCNOC  is affiliated with both the 
Norton Owner’s Club of England (NOC) 
and the International Norton Owners As-
sociation (INOA) 
Honorary Members ,Brian Slark, Dick 
Slusher, Jodi Nickolas 
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Membership Application to the Northern California N orton Owner’s Club 

 
Membership cost is $25.00 per year and includes a s ubscription to the 
Norton Notice, a publication which provides an enor mous wealth of 
information to Norton owners and re-caps of club ev ents. 
 
I hereby apply for Membership in the Northern California Norton Owners 
Club (NCNOC) 
Name______________________________________________ 
Phone ________________________ 
Address  _______________________________________________  
City _____________________________________________ State____ 
Zip______________     E-Mail___________________________________ 
This is a new ____ renewal ____ application. 
Norton(s) owned:  Year _____  Model ________________________ 
  Year _____  Model ________________________ 
 
The undersigned applicant certifies that he or she is a legal resident of the US over the age 
of 18, has a valid motorcycle driver’s license, and will use legally required safety equipment 
in connection with club activities. Participant does hereby execute this release, waiver, and 
indemnification for himself or herself and his or hers, successors, representatives, and as-
signs, and hereby agrees and represents as follows: To release the Northern California Nor-
ton Owners Club (the Club) and its officers, agents and members from any and all liability, 
loss, damage, costs, claims, and/or cause of action, including but not limited to all bodily 
injuries and property damage arising out of participation in the club’s activities, it being spe-
cifically understood that such activities include the operation and use by applicant and oth-
ers of motorcycles. The undersigned further agrees to indemnify 
the club and its officers, agents, and members and hold them harmless for the results of the 
undersigned’s participation in those activities. This indemnification shall include attorney’s 
fees incurred in defending any claim or judgment and incurred in the negotiation of any set-
tlement. It is understood and agreed that the undersigned shall have the opportunity to con-
sent to any settlement; provided, however, that such consent shall not be unreasonably 
withheld. 
I have read and agree to the additional terms and conditions set forth on all parts 
of this application. Other affiliated clubs and organizations are also represented 
and protected by this release. 
Applicants Signature and date (required) 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
Make your check for $25 payable to Northern California Norton Owners 
Club . Send all applications & inquiries to Elizabeth Recoder 4000 Mozart 
Drive, El Sobrante, Ca. 94803  
You can also join on line at nortonclub.com and use credit card through our 
pay pal account.  
 

Join our club Yahoo group at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/NorCalNOC/ 
 
Contents © 2005-2010 All rights reserved. 
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RIDE AND EVENT DIARY; 
 

February 11 ( Thursday) Club meeting at The Swiss Park, 5911 
Mowry Ave, Newark, CA 94560-5005, (510) 793-6272 se e web 
site . 
  

February 14 (Sunday)  Meet in Niles and ride to Cal averas, then 
lunch at CB Hannegan's in Los Gatos. Ride leader is  Tom Da-
bel. Meet at the Florence Bar 37349 Niles Blvd. Fre mont, CA 
94538 

February 28 (Sunday) Adopt a Highway Clean up, High ways 84@35 
the corners, at Alice’s . Be there by 10 am for the  start. 

March11(Thursday)TheLiberties,998GuerreroStSan Fran cisco, CA, 
meeting starts at 8pm.  

March13(Saturday) Bring out yer Dead Day @ Ken Arma nn’s British 
motorcycle Show in Campbell Cal see website for det ails  

March27(Saturday) All British Show and Motorcycle E xtravaganza at 
the Santa Clara County Fairgrounds, Shows start 8am -5pm 
$5.00 entry fee for each show, $8.00 parking Indoor  racing 
$25.00  

March28(Sunday) Morning After Ride, this year the N CNOC leads 
this traditional ride the day after the Clubman’s. We still need 
volunteers for the course Call Keith Karn at 510.48 2.8218 

April 8(Thursday) Meeting Harry's Hofbrau in Foster  City :1297 
Chess Drive Foster City, CA 94404, meeting  starts at 8pm 

April11(Sunday) Meet at Alice's and ride via Boulde r Creek/Skyline 
35 to Gazos Creek for Lunch.  Ride Leader - Alan Gol dwater  

May8(Saturday) Quail Lodge Motorcycle Gathering, Qu ail Lodge , 
Carmel Ca. NCNOC will again display.  

May13(Thursday) Meeting at The Swinging Door (forme rly Prince of 
Wales) it’s at 106East 25th Ave. San Mateo, Ca. 944 03. 

May16(Sunday) Mt Hamilton Ride, Meet at Tom Dabel's  house see 
web site for deatails.  
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Presidents Message  February/March 2010 
 

January 2010 weather started off clear and then progressed into weeks of 
rain forcing us to cancel the Polar Bear ride twice.  Our last opportunity 
wasl Sunday Jauary 31st on a ride to Alices at 10:00AM then to Camerons 
in Half Moon Bay.    
 

The NCNOC has re-registered as a "Domestic Non-Profit Corporation" in 
Oregon for 2010,  our registered agent is still Samuel Justice. It's always 
good for a NonProfit Organization to have a little liability protection.  
Thanks Sam. 
 

The NCNOC is leading the Clubman show "Morning After Ride" this year 
so we need  NCNOC members to help man some of the corners. Keith 
Karn coordinated the 95 mile ride and we found a great Mexican restaurant 
in downtown Watsonville that can handle a large number of people. 
We will have chase trucks and will post the ride map on our web site 
shortly.   
 

At the last meeting, Ken Armann suggested we have another "Bring out yer 
Dead" event at his shop. The date will be Mar 13, 2010 starting around 
10:00AM.  The Norton Club will provide food for the event so bring out your 

bikes and get them ready for the 
Clubamn show/ride.   We may have 
to change the date to the following week-
end so check our website.  
 
Harry Bunting  

1975 Norton  Mk III Commando 850 
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NCNOC meeting at 
Harry’s in San 
Jose ,Ca. January 
14th. 
 
President Harry 
Bunting about to 
call the meeting to 
order. It was a 
good turn out as is 
always at Harry’s.  

Former Cycle World editor and Norton fanatic David Edwards 
sends a note 
 

“Hey guys, been putting my time off since leaving Cycle World to good use-
-like buying this P11 street-special with Commando motor at last week-
end's Las Vegas auction. Not much history with the bike, except that it was 
built by a Nor-Cal flat-track tuner named Tim Burke who had an "untimely 
death." His rider then bought the bike from 
Burke's widow. I haven't seen this bike in 
15 years of running around with Nortons, 
but figured one of you may have. Anybody 
know the "rest of the story?" 
Best, David 
I got David in touch with Kenny Armann 
and our own P11 expert Jerry Kaplan.  
I f any of you recognize this bike or know a 
story about it please send it along. Maybe 
we can get David to bring it to Clubman’s.  

1968 Norton 
P11 Desert 
Racer in race 
trim. Ceriani 
ft forks and 
comp oil tank 
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Mt Diablo 

 

 

NCNOC DECEMBER  MEETING MINUTES cont. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Harry suggested that we need to “perk up” the 
monthly meetings with things other  than the usual review of the ride and 
events schedule.  He is looking for suggestions like “show & tell”, guest 
speakers, tech talks. the meeting was adjourned @ 1:05pm. 
 

The 2009 NCNOC NORTON CUP for most ride and attendance points 
was awarded to Tom Dable. This was followed by the annual rowdy gift 
exchange and a visit by Philippe Murat who was able to attend with the 
help of his wife Regitze and the wheelchair ramp that Ray built just for 
him.  
Motorcycle show time is here   
and we are coming upon a great year of shows. Of course starting off 
was the IMS Cycle World Show in December and the NCNOC was there 
with a fantastic display of both bikes and club members’ participation.   
 

We have the Clubman’s coming March 27 th and this year the Motorcycle 
Extravaganza is truly that.  Offering everything in motorcycling, no matter 
what you ride, where you ride or the type of riding you do, there is some-
thing for you at this year Motorcycle Extravaganza. The long running All 

British Show honoring British Triples, 
The Asian Show, The European Show, 
Indoor AMA Short Track racing, Out -
door moto-cross and this year the Clas-
sic American Antique &Vintage Motorcy-
cle Show.  
 

On May 8 th, we have the Quail Lodge 
Motorcycle Gathering in its second year 
and the celebrities are coming out of the 
woodwork to be involved. More bikes 
and again clubs. Making this event is a 
must! Do not miss it.   
 

On June 27th  The Bikes By the Bay 
returns bigger and better this year with 
the new location, expanding, we should 
see loads of cool bikes.  
 
July 20-26 th July is a busy Month, Our 
own INOA rally is coming again to beau-
tiful Lumby, Canada and I’m sure it will 
as good as the last time there. 
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Happy New Riding Season from Officer Bindar Dundat 
 

We are again coming upon a new riding season and again I want to con-
tinue to encourage you to “RIDE SAFE” this can mean many things but 
mostly “Be Aware”. Motorists are more than ever distracted and negligent 
in safe practices, we see it everyday. If you are an occasional rider this 
becomes even more critical, as your skills my not be as sharp as a com-
muter or more frequent rider. One area we are seeing an increase in is-
sues is “lane splitting”.  
 

Can motorcycle riders "split" lanes and ride betwee n other vehi-
cles? CHP: Lane splitting by motorcycles is permissible but must be 
done in a safe and prudent manner. "The text used to also include "The 
motorcycle should be traveling no more than 10 mph faster than sur-
rounding traffic (without exceeding the speed limit) and not come close 
enough to that traffic to cause a collision." but has since been removed. 
Perhaps they wanted to give cops more latitude to interpret what they 
thought was safe. Now that leaves it open to interpretation and is up to 
the discretion of the CHP officer as to what should be allowed or cited.  In 
most traffic conditions, like during commute hours, most lane splitting is 
permitted and looked upon as the norm. Stop and go 25mph and lower 
commuting is actually benefited by getting the bikes out of there and on 
their way. 
 
But that said statistics are showing 
that the majority of motorcycle re-
lated commute hours incidents are a 
result of unsafe lane splitting.  
 
When it’s all said and done, the best 
advice is “ride safe, be aware and do 
not take chances”  
 
See you on the road!, Officer Bindar 
Dundat CHP.  
 

Famous Motorcycle Quote:  
 
“I admit to wasting my life mess-
ing around with fast cars and 
motorcycles. “ 
Brock Yates  
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The Meeting Minutes for : Jan 14, 2010,  
Harry’s Haufbrau, San Jose  
20 Members and guests present; 2 Nortons ridden, Keith Karn and Ken Ar-
mann; 2 lesser makes 
 

Harry Bunting opened the meeting with a statement that the minutes of the 
Christmas meeting will be published in the next Notice or can be seen on 
the Club web site. 
 

The Polar Bear Ride was discussed and Keith stated that if it gets rained out 
it would be rescheduled for the next weekend. The Sweetheart ride on Feb 
14 was discussed.  The route will be determined later. 
 

Our Club is in charge of the Morning After Ride this year.  Starting in Los 
Gatos, Harry has selected a ride to the south around Uvas Reservoir then 
over Hwy 152 to Watsonville for lunch and then back over Soquel-San Jose 
Road back to Los Gatos. Turn marshals are needed.  Contact Harry or Keith 
to volunteer. 
 

Ken Armann agreed to have a “Bring out your dead” day at his shop on Sat-
urday (I believe) after the March meeting.  Check next month’s minutes for 
details or call Ken. 
The Clubman’s Show was discussed.  Lorin Guy told us that there is a good 
chance that there will be a New Norton at the show.  A motion was made 

and passed to see if we could get it into our 
booth.  Lorin volunteered to contact the 
show organizers to see if there would be any 
objections to having the Norton representa-
tives there to hand out flyers and make pres-
entations, etc. 
 

I told the meeting that the NOC Club has 
revised their website.  It is now much 
cleaner.  Take a look. 
 

Lastly, Ian Ready’s daughter (Megan) told 
us about a 1969 BSA Thunderbolt that Ian 
has had in boxes in his garage for a while.  It 
is her intention to have it together and run-
ning by the time she can get her license in 
about 2 years.  She will be looking for parts 
and advice as time goes on. 
 
Respectfully submitted; Mike Sullivan, Sec-
retary pro tem   
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5. May 16, 2010 -  MOUNT HAMILTON RIDE  -  Meet at Tom Dable’s 

house and ride to the top of Mt. Hamilton then to Junction where 
ride can split into small groups.  Ride Leader: Tom Dable 

 

6. June 13, 2010 -  NORTH COAST RIDE -  Ride across the Golden 
Gate Bridge and up Highway 1 to lunch at Tony’s Oyster/Seafood 
near Marshall.  Ride Leader: TBA 

 

7. July 4, 2010 -  SAN  JUAN BAUTISTA RIDE – Meet at Baker’s 
Square Restaurant in  
Los Gatos and ride to San Juan Bautista for lunch then on to Free-
mont Peak.  Ride Leader: Harry Bunting 
 

8. August 6 thru 8, 2010 – DARDANELLES RIDE & CAMP OUT – 
Ride from NCNOC campsite to destination TBA 

 

9.. September 12, 2010 – NAPA/ST. HELENA RIDE – Details TBA 
 

10. October 3, 2010 – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & RIDE  - Meet 
at Alice’s and ride to barbeque lunch site TBA 

 

11. November 28, 2010 – TURKEY RIDE – Meet at Alice’s. Details TBA 
 

12. December 26, 2010 – FREEZE RIDE – Details TBA.  
 
BIKE SHOWS:  It was agreed that 
the club will participate in FOUR 
shows in 2010 including the IMS, 
The Clubman, the Quail, and the 
show in Capitola. 

 

CLUB REGALIA:  Liz Sain reported that 
we have in inventory about 20 Long-
sleeve and 20 Short- sleeve shirts which 
have been priced at $20 each (our cost 
is $14).  It was agreed that we would  
order no more at this time, and offer 
those in stock at a discount yet to be cal-
culated. 
 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF NCNOC:  It 
was suggested that we need to begin 
planning for this  anniversary which will 
occur in 2011.  A committee will be put 
together to plan when and how to cele-
brate this occasion. 
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NCNOC DECEMBER  MEETING MINUTES & CHRISTMAS 
PARTY    Dec. 5, 2009 Ray Pallett’s House in San Lo renzo 
 

Meeting of Executive Board called to order @ 11:20am 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT:  Elizabeth Recoder announced that we have 
$3000 in the bank. There are now 172 members paid, which is 47 more 
than last year at this time. 
 

MONTHLY MEETINGS:  Harry Bunting discussed the FOUR meeting 
locations we will be using this year for the meetings every second Thurs-
day.  After the January 14th meeting at Harry’s Hoffbrau in San Jose we 
will no longer use this location due to a change in management and diffi-
culty securing a meeting room.  The February 11th meeting will be at the 
new location of The Swiss Park in Newark (5911 Mowry Ave. 510-793-
6272).  The Liberties will continue to be the San Francisco meeting site, 
and the Swinging Door will alternate with Harry’s Hofbrau Foster City on 
the Peninsula.  The next “Norton Notice” will have the complete monthly 
meeting schedule for the year. 
 

RIDE SCHEDULE:  Ride Coordinator Keith Karn proposed that Adopt-A-
Highway clean-up Sundays should NOT be combined with the monthly 
ride since it forces a late start and always the same starting point 
(Alice’s).  It was agreed that Adopt-A-Highway would henceforth be a 
solo event. 
It was also agreed that the only non-club sponsored rides that WILL earn 
club points are the BSA All British Ride and the BSA Clubman Show Day 
After Ride. 
There followed a discussion of the most and least popular ride destina-
tions, and it was agreed that in 2010 there will be no Delta Ride or East 
Bay Ride.  The following rides were agreed upon: 
 

1. January 17, 2010 -  POLAR BEAR RIDE  (double points)  Meet at 
Alice’s at 11:00am to ride if weather permits, or eat there.  Ride 
Leader: Keith Karn 

 

2. February 14, 2010 -  NILES TO CALAVERAS RIDE, then lunch at 
CB Hannegan’s in Los Gatos.  Ride Leader: Tom Dable 

 

3. March 28, 2010 -  MORNING AFTER RIDE  - Join the BSA ride 
following the Clubman Show in San Jose 

 

4. April 11, 2010 -  GOLDWATER RIDE – Meet at Alice’s and ride 
via Boulder Creek/Skyline 35 to Gazos Greek for lunch.  Ride 
Leader:  Alan Goldwater           
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Keith Karn returns for 2010 as Ride Captain:  
 
Keith Karn returns as our “ride captain” for 2010 and we start the season 
off big with the Clubman’s Morning After Ride. The years Clubman Show 
the NCNOC is tapped to provide the route and lead, as well as chase and 
corner workers. We are still in need of volunteers for corners and chase. 
Call or E-mail Keith Karn for information. The MA Ride will proceed from 
Hobee's Restaurant in Los Gatos, to lunch in Watsonville via back roads 
such as Shannon, Hicks, McKean, then to 152 to Watsonville. After lunch 
we ride through Freedom to Soquel Rd., then parallel Highway 1 through 
Aptos and Soquel to old Soquel-SJ highway and up to Summit and over to 
old Santa Cruz Highway and back to Hobee's after a quick jaunt on High-
way 17.  The future 2010 rides include Mt Hamilton, San Juan Batista, The 
Dardenelles; Napa and mysteries ride for Valentine's day. See ya on the 
road! Thanks, Keith 

Tech Tip from Harry Bunting: 
 

I have a standard 19" Norton rear wheel on my MKIII with an AVON AM-26 
Roadrider tyre with about 2500 miles on it and I always check that I have 
minimum 32lbs air pressure before riding. I noticed the tire is severely 
"cupping" or as some folks say "scalloping" on the side walls and not the 
top.  Its interesting to note that tires are made with natural rubber/synthetic 
rubber/carbon black/textile or metal 
cords/and the all important filler material 
in various amounts depending on tire 
performance requirements. AVON modi-
fied top and sidewall composition to 
make the AM-26 a soft tire for sport rid-
ing on the side walls and a little harder in 
the center for longevity.  I came across 
an interesting site "www.rattlebars.com/
valkfaq/tirewear" that discusses this in 
more detail.  I liked the part where they 
said something like "tire cupping is nor-
mal for a leaned motorcycle gripping the 
road when making turns."  Yes, I guess I 
must be leaning more and not being up-
right! 
Norton WANTED: Wanted: Norton 
Model 18 (pre 1947). This is a 500cc 
single with ridgid frame and girder forks. 
e-mail: snoen@shaw.ca or call Steve at 
604-584-3788. 
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Editor’s Note’s :  
 
The Norton Notice has never really been in a better position as it is now. 
We have just come off a fantastic year winning the INOA Newsletter of the 
year award and now we have 100% sustainability. What I mean to say is, if 
all our advertisers are paid the Norton Notice is self-sufficient, paid for itself 
for the year.  
What does this mean for the club, well it means that “club funds” or the 
general funds do not have to be dipped into to help pay for what as been 
the clubs biggest expense over the years.  Not that there has ever been a 
separate account or fund for the NN but looking at the costs to produce it 
and what we now bringing in, we’re all good.  
 
The Norton Notice is the single most expensive part of the club. Paying for 
printing and mailing makes it so, now with 11 advertisers we can say that 
the Norton Notice, through ads, as paid for its 2010 year. Now of course 
getting everyone paid up is the next thing on my list, and setting into mo-
tion the needed guidelines for Ad payment plan for the year. We have in 
the past not kept a really tight record on Ads, so this we need to clean up 
and make it right.  
 

Our new advertisers are A&A Racing and Kelly Moss Wheels, both are leg-
ends in the bay area and both have been in business for years. Ray 

Abrams owns and operates A&A Racing 
along with his kids. They have a cool shop 
in San Carlos off American Street and a 
web site at www.aaracing.com Check it 
out, A&A specializes in Flat Track and rac-
ing equipment and fabrication for motorcy-
cle as well as some of the cool Street 
Tracker stuff you seen on bikes.   
The other new advertiser is Kelly Moss 
Wheels, Kelly Moss owner and operator 
has been “the wheel guy” in the south bay 
for years and many of us have a Kelly 
Moss laced wheel on our bikes. Kelly does 
all brands of motorcycles and can lace, 
polish and tru your wheels. He also sells 
Stainless Steel Spokes .  
 

Tell them you saw their Ad in the Norton 
Notice!  
Cover Pic : 2010 Norton Sport as shown 
at Long Beach IMS Cycle World Show 
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Editor’s Note’s Cont.  
 
So I’m feeling good about the NN and feeling like we can maybe this next 
year, our 40th anniversary year! put the NN back to a 12 month production, 
The NCNOC WEB SITE :  
 

The NCNOC Web site is working and looking fantastic, the job Ian Ready 
has done is amazing, it’s a lot of time and hard work to offer such a won-
derful club site. I encourage you to take a look and see how much effort 
and that a great club site we have. The club activities calendar is easy to 
use as well as most all the site has to offer.  

 

NCNOC Honors Motion Pro and Chris Carter   
 
The NCNOC Board voted to present 
Chris Carter and Motion Pro with a 
plaque recognizing his efforts in support 
of local clubs and club events. Lorin 
Guy, NCNOC Newsletter editor met 
with Chris Carter of Motion Pro to pre-
sent the award,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Memorial:  
 
Kenny Eggers local motorcycle legend and 
Hall of Member died Dec. 30th Eggers was 
born in San Jose, California, on June 13, 
1929.and was one of the top racers on the 
West Coast during the 1950s. He won the 
Bay Meadows Mile AMA National in San 
Mateo, California, in his rookie expert sea-
son. Eggers also earned fame for winning the 
AMA national road race at Willow Springs 
Raceway in 1954, the first motorcycle race 
ever held at that venue. Eggers honed his 
skills by riding in the hills with the "San Jose 
Bunch" that included such talented riders as 
Bob Shavs, Al Rudy, Larry Headricks and 
racing legend Sam Arena. 


