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The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club
August, 1991

Who Is This Old Photo's Subject?

Find out next month... and send in your old photos, too!




2 The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club

is published by the Northern California Branch of
the Norton Owners Club. Its purpose is 1o inform
and entertain members regarding all aspecis of the
Norton motorcycle, including history, technical
advice, and preservation of the marque,

NORTON NOTICE is a reflection of the reader-
ship, who are encouraged 10 submit any anicle,
technical up, photograph (original or otherwise) as
long as it is in good taste, so that other Norton

- enthusiasts may enjoy it. For Branch members who
cannot attend club meetings or club nides, the
NORTON NOTICE affords an opportunity 1o share
experiences and information with the membership
“of the Branch and 1o bring the Branch members
closer together.

The deadline for items to be submitted for publica-
tion is the 20th of each month.

Membership in the Northern California Branch of
the Norton Owners Club is available for $15.00 per
year. Membership dues are payable to the Branch
Secretary/Treasurer.

Renewal dues are payable at the end of the individ-
ual's membership year, that month being designated
by the last number of the individual's membership
number as listed on the mailing label of the NOR-
TON NOTICE and the membership card. For ex-
ample, 745/2 denoteds member 745 with dues
expiring on the 1st of February.

All changes of address should go 1o the Branch
Secretary/Treasurer, not the NOTICE editor.

The Northern California Branch of the Noron
Owners Club is affiliated with both the Norton
Owners Club of England and the International
Norton Owners Association. Interesied persons
can join these two organizations per the terms
described on the Branch membership application
form.

CLUB OFFICERS

PRESIDENT: Lynne Miller, 639 Mangels
Ave., San Francisco, CA 94127. (415) 334-
2042;

VICE PRESIDENT: Marick Payton, 301
W. O'Connor, Menlo Park, CA 94025. (415)
321-5083

SECRETARY/TREASURER:Stan
Beneveds, 36646 Darvon Cr., Newark, CA
94560. (415) 793-0704

RECORDING SECRETARY: Brad
Green, 37028 Lassen St., Fremont, CA
94536 (415) 792-0501

NOTICE PUBLISHER:Andy McKerral, 28

Iris Lane, Menlo Park, CA 94025 (415) 322-
4054

RIDE COORDINATOR: Mike Burnham,
2401 A Bush Street, San Francisco, CA
(415) 346-1224

PARAPHERNALIA: Leo Christiansen,
464 Alcatraz, Oakland, CA 94609 (415)
655-5083

PUBLIC RELATIONS: John Covell, 1183
Alemany, San Francisco, CA 94112 (415)
334-1183

NORTON OWNERS

CLUB

IMPORTANT (Please take note of the following fine print);
The object of the Northemn Califomia Branch of the Norton Owners
Club is to pr and develop m cling activities.
|'}|=Uubln:mrﬂsmmmnf‘lmm andthey often
submit for publication in the NORTON NOTICE technical tips
pertaining ta matarcycles of the Norton marque. Technical tips so
published have been revie wed for iechnical content and are believed
to be both acceptable and workable, bul no guaranice is made or
iuyi;enl that they will work carrectly, nor is any liability assumed by
r the Noriom Owners Club or the members for any problems
resuiting from use of these technical tips. The club also assumes no
responsibility for the acts or emissions of its members in connection
with Club activities. NORTON NOTICE articles or other materials
express the authors’ vie ws anly and not neceasarily the official policy
of the Norton owners Club or its Nosthen Californis Branch. The
editor reserves 1he nghl 1o nmpl rl'.]r.!:l or n]ll:r ull ndllrxlal lnd
advertsing material
dossnot imply endorsernent nfpruﬁlcu gmdﬂ or services, Now you
know.
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Upceming Events

Club Rides Schedule

July 31st-August 4th: The International
Norton Owner’s Club Rally at
Richardson’s Resorl in Lake Tahoe,
Califomnia. (see center page forapplication
form.)

September 15th: The Old Timer’s Ride:
starting at Alice’s in Skylonda, and
winding up wherever the machinery will
allow.

October 20th: EITHER a repeat of last
year’s Delta Ride, or a Coast Ride- again,
it’s the Rides Marshall's call.

November 3rd: The All-British Ride/
The Don Danmeier second annual 50th
birthday ride.

Graphics Contributions
Cover:

Center Spread: Maya Lai...
Courtesy of Performance Cycle-
Bridge City, Louisiana

Page Ten: Ben Stone...
(AKA Gerald Mauricio's Father-
in-law...

Meeting Schedule

The Club meets on the second
Thursday of each month, at 7:30 P.M.
Meeting locations rotate between the
Peninsula, the South Bay, the East Bay,
and San Francisco.

August 8th: San Francisco

Tonto's Mexican Restaurant

NOTE: THIS IS A VENUE CHANGE
3155 Vicente Avenue, San Francisco
-Cross streets: 43rd and Vicente-

September 12th: Peninsula

The Prince of Wales Pub, on 25th Avenue
in San Mateo. A great selection of beers,
and a privale meeting room with
dartboards!

October 10th: South Bay
Harry's Hoffbrau, El Caminonear Castro
Street, Mountain View.

November 14th: East Bay

Brew Pub On-The-Green

NOTE: THIS IS A VENUE CHANGE
3350 Stevenson Avenue, Fremont

Other Meeting dates to the end of the
year,tomark your calendar: December
12th. See you there!
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O\')Ql" Ehﬂ qus « u s by Lynne Miller, President

Please take note that our San
Francisco meeting place haschanged. The
situation at the boathouse has gone from
bad to worse- and, therefore, we are going
to try Tonto’s Mexican Restaurant for the
August Meeting. It is a good size for our
needs and there is plenty of parking space
for cars and bikes. The food is good and
reasonably-priced.Tonto's is located at
43rd and Vicente Streets- easy to find:
only five or ten minutes from the
Boathouse. The street address is 3155
Vicente Street, and the telephone number
is(415)681-3155, Let's give ita try! If it
works, then we have a new spot in San
" Francisco!

El Presidente’ was so excited about the Rally

that he was a man of few words this month!

Check out next month's NOTICE for some

real juicy post- Rally topics!



The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club 5

Minutes of July Meeting

The August meeting of the Northern
California Norton Owner’s Club was
gavelled to order on Thursday, August
8th, at The Spaghetti Factory on Jack
London Square at 8:05 PM (1) by President
Lynne Miller.

The immediate topic of discussion,
which was carried over from the previous
meeting at the Prince of Wales Pub last
month, wasanew East Bay meeting venue.
It was conspicuously
noted that not a single
member of the Club
from the Berkeley,
Hayward, or Oakland
areas was present for
this meeting. President
Miller then presented a
strong argument for
commute timeand ease <
of'access foractive East
Bay members. Other
East Bay members
from Fremont, Castro
Valley and points
southeast of San Francisco countered the
argument with their vohement reply that
the meeting place should be changed to
more accurately reflect the demographics
of present, active members in the East
Bay. The decision torelocale the East Bay
Venue (0 Blue Pubon the Green in Fremont
was tabled until the next meeting, when
further input from other members could
be had.

Lani Beneveds reported that the Club
account wasdoing very well, thanksto the
raffle ticket sales for the Club Bike, and

that renewals had been picking up on a
steadily increasing pace.

Andy McKermral reported on the status
of the Rally Commemorative Edition of
the Norton Notice, scheduled for
publication in September. He also stressed
the importance of safety and mechanically
sound machinery for anyone
contemplating the journey to Lake Tahoe
on their bikes. He
concluded by showing a
worn-out Mark 3 rear
sprocket.

Alan Goldwater then
took the floor and
reported on the status of
the organization of the
Rally. He reported on
preregistration sales, let
Harry Bunting report on
the financial status of the
Rally, and solicited
additional volunteers for
various administrative and operational
requirements for the Rally.

The meeting adjourned at 9:10 PM,
amidst the sordid glutteny of
overindulgence in sourdough bread and
killer pasta. Hopefully, a good blast
through Kingsbury Grade headed east of
Tahoe will unclog all those abused
arterics...

Andy McKerral, In-Absentia Scribe for
Brad Green



6 The Newsletter of the Norton Owners Club

Side Trips...
by Andy McKerral, Editor

As is often the case in publishing a
periodical with relevent, newsworthy events
overlapping the press date, the INOA Rally at
Lake Tahoe will have happened by the time
this issue is in your hands. | am, however, very
confident that you'll find the September
Commemorative Edition to be worth the wait!
(Let's just say that I've spent about 25 man-
hoursonitso far, and [ don’teven have asingle
article or picture yet! As in everything worth
pursuing: overkill s
everything!)

The other day, as | was
contemplating my journey to
“Tahoe, 1 remembered
something which happened
not too long ago, and
considered that had the
positions been reversed, I
might not have handled the
situation with as much skill
and diplomacy as the
circumstances called for.

I had been visiting a
friend in San Mateo, and on
the way home I decided 1o
stop ata*‘convenience store” in Redwood City
to purchase some soda. 1 parked my Mark 3
aboul fificen feet away from abevvy of Harleys-
the owners of said machines were patronising
a nearby donut shop, and making the other
patrons very nervous by their "bearing and
demeanor”. In a quiet way, I smiled to myself
as I walked past the corn chip aisle, thinking
back to the days when I was younger, in a lot
better physical shape, and had one hell of a lot
more hair. ] remember running with the Pagans
back east a very long time ago, and illiciting
the same reaction from the general public... it
was incredibly damn fun to see little old blue-
haired ladies scramble for cover as we rolled

whtn

some sonnovabitch

stole my motorcycle!”

into a restaurant parking lot. But, we all get
older, no matter what we try to do to prevent it-
and things change. In my case, I worked very
hard to make the changes for the better: I
cleaned up my act and got a good carreer
started; | took a sabbatical from bikes and rock
n’ roll for awhile 1o even out my disposition;
returned to them later, determined to satisfy
my lusts for riding and music, but doing so in
a safe and responsible manner.

Now, several years later, I'm waiching a
playback of my youngerdays, andI"'m thinking
how far1've come and howrough the journey's
been- but worth every step.

Ipay the cashier, and walk
out of the store- only to find
an argument going on between
one of the Harley owners and
a man in his 50s. The guy
accuses one of the bikers of
scraiching his 550 SL, parked
on the other side of the bikes.
Pretty soon, the rest of the

guys start pouring oul of the
' donut shop, and the Mercedes
owner backs down- but, as he
pulls around the parking lotto

“| said, | was inside robbing the store leave, the guy heaves a whole

“bedwetter” size soft drink
cup full of Coke out his
window- and thoroughly coats
me and my bike. [ mount my POS and light it
up, determined to put an additional scratch on
that 550- with a tyre iron- but as I put it into
gear, I'm suddenly surrounded by eight
tattooed, burly guys, andI can’t leave. They're
blocking me in, and at this point, [ give the pig
in the Mercedes a lower priority.

In days past, as I mentioned before, this
sort of thing would be manageable- with the
outcome made a little more cerlain with a
broken beer bottle- but at 38, with a wife, three
daughters, and a good carreer, my proclivities
wrned to an extreme feeling of profound
humility and defeat.

One of them- with a tattoo on his bicep
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the size of Rhode Island, and his hair in
dreadlocks, stepped forward and grunted,
“*Man, that fuckin' jamoke ain't worth it, dude.
Let's get ya cleaned up and on th’ road."

1 sat there, with soda dripping down my
shirt and soaking my groin, dumbfounded.

“Anyhow, man, you'd bust ass to catch
him, and you might waste that cherry Norton.
C'mon, lel's get started.”

I demounted my bike, and they got lo
work. One of their gals went 1o fetch some
water from the gas station across the street; the
others started in with the rags and the
simichrome- and in 20 minutes, the bike was
cleaner than when I pulled up to the store.

When they were done, 1 bought them a
couple six-packs, and thanked them- feeling
pretty foolish for thinking the worst. We parted
company with strong handshakes, and I got
home with absolutely no idea how to explain
what happened to me and my clothes, while
my bike was so shiney and clean. Besides,
upsetting my family with incidents like these
doesn'texactly enhance support and confidence
in motorcycling.

While it’s certainly very true that you
can’lirusteveryone to have asense of humanity
these days, 1 was nonetheless fortunate to
benefit from a somewhat grizzled but genuine
version of it... and consequently add one more
piece of useful inform&tion to my middle-aged
process of continuing to grow up: while we
wereall bent over the bike, wiping and polishing
away, one of the guys gave his amply-endowed
lady a pretty hefty grab and an extraordinarily
protracted kiss... then told me, “It ain’t about
age or any of that bullshit- it's about the ride.”

“The ride™... indeed.

The July Ride Report
by Mike Burnham
Rides Marshall

It'simpossible tosay what the tumout
for this ride would have been had I
organized ilabitearlierand gollenitin the
Notice in plently of time for people toread
aboul it... not to mention that the ride was
scheduled for the tail end of the Fourth of
July Weekend, and the dense summer fog
was uninviting. In spite of all that, four
whole Notrons and one Harley were in
attendance. Meeting for breakfast in
Sausalito, we prepared our bodies for the
rather cool ride North. Fortunately, the
fog was high and the pavement was dry.
Riding up Highway One is always a treat,
even in less-than-optimum weather. An’
unhurried pace from Tam Valley to
Occidental was a sure test of everyone's
executive ability. As soonas wearrived in
Occidental, the sun came out- and from
then on, it was a perfectly sunny day
without the excessive heat of the inland
areas. | had given Fred Twigg a call the
day before and asked if he would like to
join us, as we would be in the
neighborhood. He agreed, and he linked
up with us in Occidental. In case you
haven’t met Fred, you’ve no doubt seen
his advertisement for Manx Motors in the
back of the Notice. Riding with Fred was
a real treat; it isn’t often you see a
featherbed International being ridden...
with a capital R...

Making our way to River Road,
headed East through Gurnville (and a bit
of traffic-), we stopped at Westside Road
for photos. Two riders departed, and we
were down to four motorcycles. The best
part of the ride was before us; Westside
Road isone of those rural twisties through

...Continued on Page Thirteen
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Dave U.m_:.
Mechanic: Tracey Clourtre
Racer (victom); Allen Mavor
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This triple-motor 850 was bored out at each p
Camshafts, Hilborn Ignitions,
gearbox.

ower unit to 940cc. Installed were Norris

and all of this insane power was sent through a B&J 2-speed
Performance Cycle of Metarie, La. built the frame and clutch

. This bike ran an
8.09" quarter mile @ 180 MPH in 1978. The bike is retired, but still running... just like the

rest of us...







