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Hembership in the Northern California Branch of
the Norton Owners Club  is availsble for :

£18.58 (pounds sterling) + $108.88

Membership dues are payable to the HBranch CLUB
Secretary/Treasurer,

Renewal dues are payable at the end of the
ipdividual's membership wear, that month being
designated by the last number of the Important!
irdividual s membership number as located on
the meiling labes]l of the NORTON NMOTICE or the

(Piease take note of the following fine print.)

mambership card. For example, 745/2 denotes . ; .
! L The object of the Morthern California Branch of the Norton
?:EEE;HT“ with dues expiring ‘on the 1zt of Owners Club is to promote, encourage and develop all motor-

cycling activities. The Club's members are owners of Norton

motarcycles, and they aften submit for publication in the
All changes of address should go to the Branch Morton Notice technical tips pertaining to motareyelas of the

Secretary/Treasurer, not the NOTICE Editor, Norion margue. Technical tips so published have been reviewed
for technical content and are believed to be bath acceptable
and workable, but no guaranme is made or implied thar they

Subscription to the MNORTON WOTICE only 4s . | will work correctly, nor is any liahility assumed by either the
available for $18.00 per year. This does not Norton Owners Club or the suthors for any problems resulting
include membership in the Northern California from use of these technical rips. The Club alsa assumes no
Branch of the Norton Owners Club, nor does it responsibility for the acts or omissions of its members in
afford any of the rights or privileges of connection with Club activities. Noron Notice articles ot
membership in the NOC, other material express the authors' views only and not neces-
sarily the official policy of the Norton Owners Club or its
Membership in the Morthern California Branch of Northern Californie Branch. The editor reserves the right to
the MNorton Owners Club entitles a member to sccept, teject or slter all editorial and advertising material
wonthly  issues of  the  NORTON NOTICE and submitred for publicarion.  Advertising published does not
bi-monthly issues of ROADHOLDER magazine, which imply endorsement of products, goods or services, Now you
is sent directly from England, keeping members know.
informed af Herton owners”’ activities
worldwide. Membership provides vobing

privileges st all HOC and Branch meetings, and
nllows one to purchase Norton spares directly
from England, at significant savings, through
the NOC Spares Frogram.

1963 ratalog drawing of Manx 30M and 40M
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UPCOMING EVENTS

CLUB RIDES:
Ceerdinated by Margie Siegal
Jety 19-23 loteraatienal

Merton Rally, Kimberly, British
Celumbia. Marick and Alan are
leaving on July I15th (Saturday).
Several others are planning to join us,
and a chase/baggage iruck will be
provided. The whole trip will be about
14 days and will cover about 3500
miles in all. Call Alan il youre
interested. (408) 475-7505

Augest 25-27 Aanazl Rally at
the Grover Het Sprimgs State
Park, Markleeville CA. This is a
{avorite site of many members, with
excellent facilities and a large hot-
spring pool for scaking. Events will
include an ali-British swap meet in
Carson on Saturday morning and a
joint chili cook-off with the BSA club
in the evening. The BSA guys may ride
back with us Sunday, il they can keep
up.

The rally fee will be $20 on site.
$15 advance for the weekend (includes
campsite, chili and raffle.) Send
advance registration to Harry Bunting,
our Secretary.

Club Meeting Schedule

The club meets on the 2nd Thursday
of each month. at 7:30 PM. The
locarion rotares between Peninsula,
East Bay. City. and South Bay
locations

August 10 South Bay
Harry's Heffbras

El Camino near Castro Streef
Mountain View

September 14 East Bay
Gine's Pizza

2629 Ashby Ave

Berkeley

Octeber 12 San Francisco

Due to the poor service and
downright rudeness we
received at the Harbor Light in
June, The club will be meeting
elsewhere in the City. In short,
we need to {ind another venue.
Suggestions, please - leis not
end up at Juka's.

THE UNAPPROACHABLE

1
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Alan's Wrench
Tech Tips and Gossip from the Editor
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I survived my epic
pilgrimage to Great Britain with a
severely damaged Visa card but
otherwise well-satisfied. I'll be
writing up the trip over the next
few issues of the Notice. I took a
video camcorder with me, thanks
to the generosity of Ken Armann.
The four hours of material I
brought back will be edited into a
1-hour special, including a tour of
the Norton factory and a lap of the
TT racecourse on a Norton rotary.
First showing will probably be at
the August branch meeting, or...

The annual rally is coming
up, on the third weekend of
August. If you only get to one
club event a year, this should be
the one. It's a fabulous area 1o
camp and a super ride over

Highway 4 to get there. See the
Events calendar for details.

The Editor Abroad

Part 1

After an uneventful flight from
New York (not stopping at Lockerbie!)
we were met at heathrow by Pat Hayes
of the Essex branch, who took us on a
mad dash through London to a flat
where we were staying. Pat is a true
gentleman with a fine sense of humor
and boundless generousity, a credit to
the Club.

After getting settled with a big
breakfast on Monday, we went over 1o
Dave Aivy's house, where I was given a
test-drive on an Interpol rotary. The
machine is extremely fast while still
tractable at low rpm's. Handling was a
bit heavy at low speed, due to the large
fairing, but light and precise once
underway. It makes some very Strange
noises to the Commando-tuned ear, like
a big single 2-stroke accelerating at low
rpm's, then a multi-cylinder 4-stroke
above 3,000. On deceleration there is
pronounced clattering from the rotor
backlash and virtually no engine
braking. I'm told all this is quite
normal but it takes a bit of getting used
fo.

Almost everything is very
expensive here, including fuel at about
$3/gallon, and, of course, British
motorcycles. You can get a '79 R100
BMW for £900 ($1500) but a '72
Commando will cost you £2000
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($3200). Food and rents are also very
high and I'm constantly reminded of
how easy we have it in the States.
Count your blessings,

I'd almost become resigned to
buying a Beemer for the trip when 1
noticed in the Motor Cycles News
classifieds a (gasp) Norton Interpol
rotary for sale! The asking price was
lower than I had expected but still more
than I could afford. I decided to look at
it anyway, so I called the guy, who
turned out to be in Cardiff (about 180
miles from London). 1 decided to at
least look at it and, perhaps, make a low
offer.

So, on Tuesday Pat and Heather
found me a rental car for £18 (830) a day
and off I went, driving on the left while
sitting in the right-hand seat, shifting
with mv left hand! Tt was verv

for almost a yecar and the rotor seals
might have become stuck from dried oil
and carbon deposits, resulting in low
compression on one or both rotors.
This can sometimes be remedied by
application of Red-X decarbonising
additive (counds like Caseite). If not,
the factory will do a full rebuild with
new seals for only £150 ($250),
including labor.

After this encouraging news I made
the best offer I could for the bike, which
as accepted! I'm now on my way by
train to Cardiff to pick it up and try to
ride it back to Essex. I'll do the Red-X
first and a carb adjusiment. 1 feel
confident that the bike will make it
home, even if it doesn't idle. The
engine is so simple that only total
ignition failure or a rotor seizure would
stop it dead. Anyway, I have tools with

ma and whera thera'e tnnle there'ts hnne



