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15 published by the Northern California Branch
of the Morton Owners Club. Its purpose is ta
inform and entertain members regarding all
aspects of the HNeorton motorcycle, including
history, +technical sdvice, and preservation of
the marque,

NORTON NOTICE is a reflection of its
readership, who are encouraged to submit any
article, technical tip, photograph (original or
otherwisel! as long as it is in good taste, so
that other HNorton enthusiasts may enjoy it
For Branch members who cannot attend club
moetings or club rides, the NORTON NOTICE
afforde =an opportunity to share experiences and
information with the membership of the Branch,
and to bring the Branch members closer together

The desdline for items to be submitted for
publication is the 15th of each month.

Membersnip in the Northern California Branch af
the Nor'ton Owners Club is available for

118,58 (pounds sterling) + $18.28

Membership dues are pavable to the Branch
Secretary/Treasurer.

Fanewal dues are payable at the end of the
individual's membership year, that month being
dezignntad by the last number of the
individual's membership number as located on
the mailing label of the NORTON NOTICE or the
mambership card, For example, 74572 denotes
member 745 with dues expiring on the ist of
February.

All changes of address should go to the Branch
Secretary/Treasursr, not the NOTICE Editor.

Subscription to the HNORTON NOTICE only is
available for $18.00 per year. This doss not
include membarshiep in the Northern California
Branch of the Norton Owners Club, ner does it
afford any of the rights or privileges of
membership in the NOC.

Membership in the Northern California Branch of
the Nortopn Uwners Club entitles a member to
monthliy issues of the NORTON NOTICE and
bi-monthly issues of ROADHOLDER magazine, which
is sent directly from England, keeping members
informed of Horton awners ' activities
worldwide Membership pravides voting
privileges at all NOC and Branch meetings, and
allows one to purchase HNorton spares directly
from Endland, at significzant savings, through
the NOC Spares Program,

PRESIDENT-EDITOR

1780 Chanticleer Ave
‘Santa Cruz, Ca 95062 12 Qakland, CA 94611

* CLUB OFFICERS *

V.P./RIDES
Margie Siegal
625 Fairmount Ave.

Alan Goldwater

(408) 475-7505

SEC/TREASURER
Harry Bunting
1165 Crandano Ct

(415) 654-1933

RECORDING SEC
Art Sirota
1281 Laurel Street

Sunnyvale, Ca 94087 'tenio Park.Ca 94025

(408) 7366492 (415) 327-3167
NOTICE PUBLISHER PARAPHERNALIA

Marick Payton Robert Briscoe
301 West 0'Connor 3232 Balboa Strest

Menlo Park,Ca 94025 San Francisco, CA 94121

(415) 321-5083 (415) 387-5593

NORTON OWNERS

CLUB

Important!

(Please take note of the following fine princ.)

The object of the Northern California Branch of the Norion
Owners Club is 1o promote, encourage and develop all motor-
cycling activities. The Club's members are owners ol Noron
motorcycles, and they ofren submit for publication in the
Norton Notice rechnical rips pertaining to motorcycles of the
Norton margue. Technical tips so published have been reviewed
for rechnical content and are believed to be both acceptable
and workable, but no guaranee is made or implied thar they
will work correctly, nor is any Hability assumed by either the
Norton Owners Club or the authors for any problems resulting
from use of these technical tips The Club also assumes no
responsibility lor the acts or omissions of its members in
connection with Club activities.  Norton Notice articles or
other marerial express the authars' Views only and not neces-
sarily the official pelicy of the Nerton Owners Club or its
MNorthern California Branch. The editer reserves the right to
accept, reject o alter all editorial and advertising matenal
submitted for publication Advertising published does not
imply endorsement of products, goods or sewvices.  Now you
know.

1963 catalog drawing of Manx 30M and 40M
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| | UPCOMING EVENTS | |

Club Meeting Schedule

The ciub meets on the 2nd Thursday
of each month, at 7:30 PM. The
location rotates between Peninsula,
East Bay, City, and South Bay
locations

Feb. 9 $an Francisco

Once more we are meeting at the
Harbor Light Pub, 780 Embarcadero
at Berry St. This is south of the Bay
Bridge, across from The Sailing Ship
Restaurant. They close at 10 so the
meeting will start promptly at 7:30.

March 9

Prince of Wales Pub
106 E. 25th Avenue
San Mateo, Ca

Great selection of beers and
dartboards in our private meeting
room.

Peninsula

April 13
Harry's Hoffbrau
El Camino REal at Castro St
Mountain View, Ca

South Bay

CLUB_RIDES:
_Coardinated by Mar Siegal
Feb 12 Pert Cesta Rua

Susan Wood leads a short ramble
through the back roads of the East Bay,
10 an eccentric eatery near the
Carquinez Bridge. The ride departs
from TT Motors on Adeline in Berkeley
at 10 AM. Call Susan at (415) 849-
2518 for more info.

Marchis The Late Great
Mt. Hamiltea (un)Freeze Run,
re-scheduled from Jan. due to nasty
road conditions, this time we'll have
wildflowers instead of frostbite, Meet
at Howard Johnson's, N. First St.in
San Jose 9:30 AM, The ride is long, so
we'll leave promptly at 10. Call Louis
at (415) 857-1835 for details.

March 26 Margies Birthday Ride
Starring the Oakville Grade and some
cake, More details next month

April 2
Clubman's All-British Motorcycle
Show and Swap Meet
Santa Clara County Fairgrounds.

April 30
Tulare Vintage Cycle Show
and Swap Meet
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Alan's Wrench
Tech tips and gossip from The Editor

=
Due to dangerous road
conditions, last months ride was
rerouted to Tres Pinos. As a result
the schedule for the next few months
has been revised, with the Mt.
Hamilton run set for March. The Tres
Pinos ride was well-attended with 8
Nortons and 3 other bikes present. We
had generally dry roads and just
enough cold to turn faces red rather
than white. One patch of ice and/or
sand on Summit Road set everyone a
bit sideways but nohody went down.
The pace was somewhat
subdued for the next 10 miles or so.
But when we reached route 129 in
Watsonville, 1 admit to developing a
heavy right hand. For the first time in
my experience, there was not a single
car in sight, all the way across 101.
This stretch of about 10 mifes of
sweeping s-curves and smooth
pavement is truly a Norton Road,
provided there is no traffic. It left me
with the feeling, “this is what life is
meant (o be’, as the stress of

everyday existence was hlown away in
the wind.

The meeting at Margies was also
wetl-attended, with about 18 members
and guests present. The April All-
British show was the main topic
discussed. We need about 6-8

y volunteers to help represent the ciub,

figuring 1-hour shifts at the booth
and 2 judges for the Concours. Booth
volunteers will get admission passes
to the show: others pay $5 at the door.
Tom Keeble was volunteered for the
judging but wasn't there to confirm
his availability. The members present
also voted to contribute $50 to the
racing efforts of Eric Swortsfigure,
who will need several thousands for a
full racing season. Eric has moved so
his directory listing (under VIPs),
was incorrect. Please contact him at
the following address il you would
like to help with this club-sponsored
racing effort:Eric Swortsfigure
10880 West Estates Drive
Cupertino, CA 95014
408 446 2738
1 also neglected to list Phil Radford's
Fair Spares America in the Shops and
VIP section. This is one of the best
sources of Norton Parts in the area
and Phil is also a great guy, always
helpful and very well-informed. Fair
Spares can be contacted at:
P.0. Box 8224
San Jose, CA 95155
408 292-6563
Sorry about that Phil...

.“ (continued on page 3 )
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There are various cycling
accessories that can ease or even
eliminate the discomfort of winter
riding. These include a fairing, good
leathers, gloves and boots, thermal
underwear (essential), and various
kinds of heated vests and even heated
handgrips (for those with sideways
cylinders). 1 find that what gets cold
first is my toes, so last month |
bought a pair of elecirically heated
hunters socks. They run for 4-6 hours
on & pair of ‘D’ cells, which can be the
rechargeable kind if you ride a lot in
the cold, I'm giving these a personal
recommendation since my feet didn't
get cold at ail on the last ride.
They re also great for working on the
bike in a cold shop on winter
evenings. I got mine for $20 at Big
Five Sporting Goods. Or you can order
direct from Timely Products, 860
Honeyspot Rd, Stratford, CT 06497.
The model is LS3.

At the meeting last month,
someone brought a new edition of the
USNOA Tech Digest, which looks like
an essential part of the Norton
Owners Library. 1t's 48 pages of good
technical data and practical tips
culled from Norton News. Order from
Dick Herrick, 6704 Rubinaway,
Lansing Ml 48917 (517 323-0151)
$10.

Stock shares in the Norton
Group can now be purchased in this
country. Contact Phillip Caso for
current listing price at 1-800-221-
6824. And speaking of Norton Motors,
John Covell has written a fine letter
to Phil LeRoux, asking once again for
some factory presence at the All-

.
British show. | hope we get more
response than we did last year. The
factory racing effort ended the year
on a positive note, once the [rame,
suspension and carburation problems
were sorted out. Here's a comment
from Jim Greenberg's Pipeline column
in the Feb. Cycle magazine; "The
opposition consensus runs..'No one
wants to discourage dear old Norton
from having a bash at racing the
rotary. But wiamimg with it - that
just can't be fair.”

This months tech tip is
copied Len Allens article in Norton
Notice *14 of February 1979:

"Proper maintenance of the
swing arm on the Norton Commando is
an easy task hut may bhe the maost
neglected. On the 750, the proper
fube to use is SAE 140 gear oil which
is not 100 easy to find, but very little
will last a long time. It iz impossible
to get 140 wt oll through the lube,
fitting, so 1 just unscrew it and put
the oil in through the hole vacated,
and then reinstall the fitting. | have
found a nose-spray bottle to be the
best oil dispenser, and if you look
carefully at the top, you will find a
joint at the end plug which can be

_ easily removed with a knife. The tube

in the plug should then be pulled out
and the hole in the end drilled out to
about 1/8 in. Fill the bottle with 140
weight gear oil and put the plug back
in. You can now squirt in about 1/2
oz. of oil with no difficulty.”

That's all for this month.
Pray for rain - we need it.
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Bleeding Brakes

by Louis Mendelowitz

Often people have brake
problems which could be avoided by
simple maintenance. Brake fluid is a
hydroscopic fluid, which means it
actively absorbs water out of the air.
The rubber bellows in the reservoir
of the Norton master cylinder is
designed to prevent this, but some
water vapor always gets by. If allowed
to accumulate, this water will
eventually rust the pistons and
other steel parts in the brake system.
In addition, since the water in liquid
form is heavier than the brake fluid,
it will tend to settle in the caliper,
where the heat from braking is most
intense. Any water here will
vaporize well before the brake fluid
overheats, causing spongy lever
response and brake fade under heavy
use. To minimize damage and
maintain performance, your brake
fluid should be replaced at least
annually.

I use a suction pump, the
type which can be found at most auto
parts stores will do the job just fine.
First [ insert a length of rubber hose
into the suction line from the pump.
The tubing intended for small vacuum
lines is a good fit on the Norton and
will go over the bleeder and into the
suction line.

Then [ remove the top from
the master cylinder and use some
paper towels to sop up the fluid from

the bowl. After topping up with fresh
fluid from a new container I open the
bleeder slightly and using the pump
suck fluid through the system until
the master cylinder is almost empty.
Do remember to stop before the
reservoir is empty, any air
introduced will have to be bleed from
the system before the brakes can be
safely used,

I usually do three complete
master cylinder [lushes before
stopping but the main thing is to
continue until the fivid stops being
dirty and is perfectly clear. When
the pump is full shut the bleed valve
and drain off the dirty fluid before
continving. And while the valve is
¢losed you might want to gently work
the brake lever. Remember that if the
lever is squeezed hard or released
quickly with the cylinder top
removed there will be a spurt of
brake fluid from the reservoir and
that brake fluid, at ileast DOT3 or 4
will damage your paint.

I generally bleed the system
at this time just to be sure that there
is no air in the lines and to do this |
take the length of hose that | use to
connect to the pump and leaving one
end on the bleeder | wrap the hose
over something so that the line leaves
the caliper going up and continues up
for at least a few inches before

(continued on page 7)
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turning and descending into a jar of
fresh MMuid.

Now squeeze the brake
slowly several times and then hold it
compressed while you open the
bleeder slightly and then pull the
lever to the bar. Be sure to close the
bleeder before you release the brake
lever. If you do this several times any
air in the line will likely be forced
out. Sometimes it helps to tap gently
on the caliper, the lines and the
master cylinder. If you are using a
clear hose to bleed then you should
be able to see that there are no air
bubbles in the fluid and the lever
should be [irm and not 'pump up’
when you squeeze and release it
several Limes.

Now for a word about linings.
Most of us are touring riders and
don't keep our brakes hot enough to
benefit from metallic linings. These
tend to require a lot of pressure until
they are hot and cool down quickly,
far too quickly for normal riding.
They also squeal. On the other hand
the non metallic linings give much
greater breaking power at less
pressure and are much less likely to
be noisy. They alse will fade under
hard use and are good for town use
and light touring. Ferodo pads are no
longer available although these would
be the [irst choice for the racer.
Lockheed pads are only available in
metallic and are very likely the most
reliable quality but are more of a
competition pad than most of us need.

They can, however work quite well if
you have the skin of chrome removed
from the disk, and local shops can
have this job done. Then of course
the disk will rust and deposit the
rust on to your rim as the brake pads
scrape it off, but such is lile.
Another good pad is made by SBS
(now EBC | gather), The soltest pads
are the ones made in Taiwan. Each of
these are good choices for different
applications, so talk to your parts
supplier before chosing.

You can drain the flurd pretty easily
without the use of the vacuum pump
mentioned, but it takes a while
Simply atltach a piece of hose,
preferably clear, to the caliper
breather and open the valve about |
turn. The [luid wilf drain out by
gravity in abovt 5-/0 minuvtes. Fou
can then add some [fresh [luid to
flush the system, Wait another 10
minules, lop up the reservorr, bleed
the master cyvlinder, and close
everything up, all in vader 1/2 hour,.
So theres no excuse lo aveid Ihis
essential and simple maintenance
chore. [ vsually de it as part of my
Spring and Fall oil change session.
One last point, try to stick with the
same brand, or at least same grade of
brake fluid. Newer mix DOT 5 fluid
with the other types as it can [fail in
service, or so [ 've fieard,




MODEL NO. 50

348 HP. OHV.

Code Word :

ENGINE.—Bore 71 mm, Stroke 83 mm. 348 c.c. Push
rod operated overhead valve. Totally enclosed rocker
gear.

LUBRICATION.—Full dry suinp—gear pump pressure
teed to bearings and piston. Valve guide lubrication.
SILENCER.—Of scientific design, efficiently silencing
the exhaust gases without interfering with engine
performarce.

CARBURETTER.—AMAL needle jet, twist grip
control,

FRAME.—Of immense strength, built throughout in
Jigs, all joints are brazed. High tensile steel tube.
Graduated zection lugs are used.

GEARBOX.—Four-speed. Ratios: 517 : 625 : 9:15;
154, Positive stop rchange-speed lever (Patent Na.
424,154 Gate control available if specified when
ordering, Shock abserbver incorporated in clutch.

OIL BATH CHAINCASE.—NORTON. Patent No.
+U6, 344,

TRANSMISSION.—Hans Renold chains,

BRAKES.—7" Internal expanding, 1}” wide, smooth
and powertul in operation, providing a feeling of security.
Quickly adjustable,

WHEELS.—Quicklv detachable and interchangeable,
fitted with journal bearings,

FROME

TYRES.--26 x3-25 Dunlop Heavy Cord.

FORKS.—Patent No. 387,530, fitted with rebounc
springs and hand adjustable friction dizc shock absorber,
Fork link adjustment provided.

HANDLEBARS.—Patent No. 419,336, rubber miounted,
fitted with steering damper.

SADDLE.—Flexible top, mouuted so as to give un
exceptionally comfortable riding position.

FOOTRESTS.—Adjustable.  Lugs are provided for
ntiment of pillion footrests.

STANDS.—Front and rear with additional prop stand,
foot operated.

PETROL TANK.—2} gallons capacity. Chromium
plated.

OIL TANK.—Chromium plated and lined,
STANDARD FINISH.—AIll bright parts chromium

plated, all enamelled parts finished in three coats best
quality black enamel.

MUDGUARDS.—Large section, aifording adequate

protection.

TOOL BOX.—With complete tool equipment.
GROUND CLEARANCE.

Approximately 4}".

£53-0-0

or Deposit £13-5-0, balance over
12 or 18 Monthly Instalments.

Llectric Lighting extra :
£5-10-0 (Solo).
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Art Sirota’s Shoptalk
A Brief History of the OHC Norton

In the beginning, Norton began
manufacturing side valve single-
cylinder motorcycies, James Norton
himself took part in designing these
early engines, around 1907.

In 1922 Norton introduced a
new overhead valve engine which was
to become known as the ES2. The
lactory had some initial success
racing the ohv machines but by 1927
it had become apparent that a new

anmdina hacad nn avvanhanai A

using a new type of cradle frame,
considered very advanced for its day
but the CS1 did not meet with a lot of
racing success.

Yelocette aiso had an ohc racing
motorcycle, and they were doing very
well with it. They had done some
research using a stroboscope and had
discovered the principle of wvalve
overlap. Their success with this
design put an end to the ohv engine in
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