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PETROL AND OIL TANKS.

Petrol Tank, less all fittings .. ; , 16H, 18, 19, 20, 50
& 55

Petrol Tank, less all fittings (Panel tvpe) 1, 16H, 18, 19 20, 50
& 55

Petrol Tank, less all fittings, Gate Change . IBH 18, 19 20 50
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Norfop Nofice)

15 publlished by the Northern California Branch
of ine Norton Owners Club Its purpose 15 to
inform  and entertain members regarding all
aspacts af the HNorton motorovels,  including
Fistary, technical advice, and preservation of
the margue

HORTON NOTICE 15 a reflection of its
readership, who are encouraged to submit any
article. technical tip, photograph  (original or
otiervise] as long &5 it i5 10 good taste, so
that other HNorton enthusiasts may enjoy it
For Branch  members who cannot attend olub
meetings or club rides, the NORTON NOTIC
affords an opportunity to snare expariances and
information «ith the membership of the Hranch,
and Lo bring the Branoh members closer together

The deadline for items to be submitted for
publlication 15 the 15th of sach month

Membership in the MNorthern California Branch of
the Norton Owners Club  ts available for

£18.58 (pounds sterling! + $18.4@

Membership dues are payable to the Branch
Secretary/Treasurer

Henewal dues are payable at the end of the
individual ‘s membership year, that month being
designated by the last number of the
trdividual's membership nusber as  located on
tne mailing Jlabel of the NORTON NOTICE ar the
membership ecard For example, T4%/2 denctes
member 745 with dues expiring on the 1st of
Fabruary

#ll changes of address should g0 toe the Branch
Secretary/Treasurer, not the NOTICE Editor

Subscription to the NORTON NOTICE only is
available for 3§18 00 per year This doss not
inelude membership im  the Noarthern Californis
Branch of the Norton Ownars Club, nor does it
afford any of the rights or privileges of
membership in the NGC

Membership in the Northern California Branch of
the HKorten Owners Club entlitles a mescber to
monLtily 155UES of the NORTON NOTICE  and
bi-montnly issues of ROADHOLDER magazine. which
ts sent directly from England, keeping members
informed of Norton owners' activities
worldwide Hemhersh.p provides voting
privilages at all N and Branch meetings, and
ellows one to purchasse MNorton spares directly
from England, at significant savings, through
the NOC Spares Frogram

1183 Allemany Blvd.
San Francisco, CA 94112 Qakland, CA 94611

Mtn. View, CA 94040
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* CLUB OFFICERS *
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John Covell Margie Siegal
625 Fairmount Ave.

(415) 334-1183

SEC/TREASURER

Harry Bunting
1401 Gilmore St.

(415) 654-1933
RECORDING SEC.
Marick Payton
301 West OConnor
Menlo Park, CA 94025
(415) 321-5083

PARAPHERNALIA
Robert Briscoe
3232 Balboa Street

(415) 966-2020
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1780 Chanticleer Ave,San Francisco, CA 94121
Santa Cruz, CA 95062
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Important!

(Please take note of the follawing line prim.)

The object of the Northern Caiifarnia Branch of the Norton
Owners Club is 10 promote, encourage and develop all motor-
cycling activities. The Club's members are owners of Nortan
motorcycles, and rhey often submit for  publicktion in the
hnnm Notice techmical 1ips pertaining 1o mororcycles ol the

Norion marque, Technical tips so published have been reviewed
for wt.hru::t content and are believed ro be both arceprable
and workable, but no guaranwse is made or implied that they
will work correctly, not is any lability assumed by either the
Norton Owners Club or the awthors for any problems resulting
from use of these technical tips. The Club also assumes no
responsibility for the scts or omissions of s members in
connection with Club activities  Nomtan Notice articles o
other material express rhe aurhors' views only and not neces-
sarily the official policy of the Norton Cwners Club o ats
Northern Califorma Hranch, The editer ressrves the nght (o
mccept, reject of alter all editonal and advertising material
submitted for publication Adveriising  published does o
imply endorsement of products, goods or services.  Now you
W,

1963 catalog drawing of Manx J0M and 40M
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1 UPCOMING EVENTS |

CLUB RIDES:

Co inat

July 3-4 Second annual NOC Beach
Party, hoated by your faithful editor. |
will NOT organise the lood this year so
volunteers are hungrily sought. | wi//
provide safe parking for bikes and
shuttle service, since parking at the
beach is nonexistant. | can also
accomadate 8-10 overnight guests, so
bring your sleeping gear. Ride down
leaves [rom Alice's on Skyline at 10
am Sunday. If you miss this group, the
best route is Skyline south from Hwy
9 to Bear Creek (watch for sandy
cornersl). Jog left at Bear Creek, then
the [irst right onto Summit, which
takes you across |7 all the way to old
Soquel-San Jose Road, then turn right.
Once in Soquel, follow the map on pg 9.
If you get lost, call me at 408 475-
7505.

July 29-31 - Central Cal. overnighter.
This is a joint event with the NorCal
BSA club and should be a good one.
The ride down leaves Irom Summit Inn
on Hwy 17 at the Santa Cruz line, 10
am on Friday Jume 29. The BSA
riders will join up with us there.
Camping will be at San Simeon State
Beach near Cambria. Call MISTIX at I-
800-4496-PARK for reservations. Up to
4 bikes per site are usually allowed.
The official Rally HQ/Motel is Cambria
Pines Lodge, 2905 Burton Drive,
Cambria. (805) 927-4021.

THE

August 14 - Old Timers Picnic and
Beerbust, Huckleberry Flats Picnic
Area, Pescadero- call Scot Marburger
at 415 829-3483 for details.

August 20-21 - Ride to Nevada City
and points east with the BSA club. See
this months Letters column for
details.

September.9-11 Annual rally at a
location to be determined. See this
months Wrench column for details.

NOTE: THIS IS A NEW LOCATION

(East Bay)
Brennans Restaurant
University Ave
at 1-80 exit, Berkeley

July 14

(Peninsula)
Prince Of Wales Pub
25th Ave,
San Mateo

Aug. 11
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Alan's Wrench

Tech tips and gossip from The Editor

The big news this month is

that Ducey’'s Lodge burned to the
ground on june 31 There goes another
rally sight...they are planning to
rebuild but not until next year. In
discussion with Robert Briscoe and
other club members, the following
alternate sites have been suggested:

* Burney Falls - east of Redding,
good campsite but likely to be hot,
and a long ride (250 miles from S.F.)
* Grover Hot Springs, Markleeville -
fast years site, very nice but also a
bit far + high ire hazard likely.

* Ventana Big Sur - small campsite,
short but enjoyable ride, worked ok
several years ago (1984?)

* Mendocino Coast (Van Damme or
Paul Dimmick Campground) - this is

the most promising to my mind.
Robert has camped at Van Damme and
liked it a lot. Great riding roads
abound, cool weather and low fire
hazard.

We need to reserve by July 15,
so please contact me promptly il you
have any opinion on these or other

Y sites for the annual rally.

The St. James Infirmary
meeling was a huge success, despite
the noise and lack of a club room.
Around 25 of us attended and several
new members were enlisted. It's hard
to say if the location was the main
draw, or just the rol!l of the dice.
Perhaps we'll [ind a quieter joint in
the same area and find out next
time...

I missed the club ride to Sears
Point due to a conflict with the
Eighth Annual California Indian Run
on the same weekend. This is one of
my favorite events, and being the
club’s only Norton-Indian owner, |
just Aad to go. Three other Nortons
showed up on Saturday, including our
ace-journalist vp Margie Siegal, so
watch [or the full story in CityBike
or ??. The poker run was over the
same gorgeous route we frode last
year, through Bonnie Doon to
Davenport, and not one a them
Redskins could keep up with ol Nortl

(continued on page 5 )
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(continued

Final details on the Beach
Bash: meet at Alice's Sunday July 3rd
10 AM for the ride down to Santa
Cruz. Follow the directions given in
the Events column on page 3, and the
detail map on page 9. 1 am still
looking for volunteers and gear,
especially beach chairs and ice
chests, so if you're 4-wheeling, bring
whatever you can. There will be lunch
at Notice Central (1780 Chanticleer
Ave, Santa Cruz) and the Beach
Barbecue around sunset
Avenue-Twin Lakes State Beach). In
between, suds and bench-racing.

The plan for the Cambria
overnighter July 29-31 has been
made, and details can be found in the
Events column. This looks like a great
weekend and is worth taking an extra
vacation day il necessary (1 am).

Thanks to my diligence over
the spring, the Combat didn't need
any major work this month, so my
wrenching is proverbial for a change.
On the way to work this morning, |
happened to be following a black '71
roadster up 280 for about 20 miles.
The bike looked pretty clean and had
a great-sounding set of Duanstall
Decibel silencers which looked
brand-new. Since | was behind him |
could look straight down the bike,
and much to my surprise, 1 saw
beth tiresl So what? you may ask.
Well, if | saw both tires and the bike
was going straight, then they were
seriously out of alignment. I
couldn't see daylight, but at least 2

(14th

inches of front tread was clearly
visible.

It's generally accepted that the
wheels of a motorcycle should be
aligned, but what happens il they're
not, and how close is good enough?
None of the Norton shop manuals say
anything about wheel alignment,
except 1o say that jt may be a cause of
rapid or uneven tire wear. The only
mention of technique [ found was in
Nicholsons Modern Motorcycle
Mechanics, a hardcover reissued [rom
time to time ever since the 30's. A
recent edition gives some detail on
measuring with a peice ol string or
wood but doesn't say much about the
effects of misalignment. In my
experience the most noticeable effect
is that the bike won't track straight
hands-off, probably due to the center
of gravity being shifted to one side.
Uneven tire wear cound be due to
insufficient pressure, as well as
misalignment, but the wear pattern
will be different.

Returning to our example bike
(whose rider 1 didn't recognise), if
the wheels are mis-aligned by two
inches, the adjusters will be off by
about 1/4 inch which would be easily
visible by the adjuster lengths. There
is another possibility though...if the
swingarm bushings were badly worn
and the chain tightened enough to
take up this wear, the adjusters might
lesk right with the wheels badly
mis-aligned. r

To get the wheels right, even
with a moderate amount of bushing
and isolastic wear, you have to use a

(continued on page 13)
===
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TWISTGRIP TWADDLE

Well, how d'ya like them apples? 1 mean Governor Deuk
vetoing the mandatory helmet bill. Quite a surprise to me,
but a welcome one after the stealthy passage of the Floyd
bill by the Assembly and Senate. The fireworks seemed
notably absent this time around, but the result was the
same. And the fallout afterwards was the same, too, with
the inevitable mothers of brain-dead donorcyclists wringing
their hands in public and in print. And the newshounds
gobbling it up, of course.

Still, there is an interesting discrepancy between Deuk's
stated reasons for rejecting the law and the true statistics.
It seems that most of the injured/killed bikers are over
21, not under as Deuk thought. So does that mean he had
another reason for the veto, one he dasn't talk about?
Let's not get paranoid; the Angels probably had nothing
to do with it. Could it be he really only care about minors,
and we over-21s can go to hell? "Go ahead, kill yerself
on that damn thang." Ok by me, it comes with the terri-
tory. Jack London said it best: Man's chief purpose is to
live, not to exist. I shall not waste my days trying to
prolong them.

If a reason exists to gripe about the status quo, it's the
allegation that California taxpayers end up covering better
than half the medical fees and expenses of every crashed
motorcyclist because they tend to have inadequate insurance
and their helmetless ways invariably aggravates their injury.
I don't like the idea that my tax money is being spent on
reassembling some idiot who hadn't the sense to ride care-
fully or the wallet to pay for his foolishness.

But the answer isn't to clamp a helmet on his thick
skull by force of law. What's next, diapers for those obliged
to watch him go splat? A modest suggestion: If he can't
pay for his fun, let him (or her) bleed to death, and
lessen the likelihood his stupidity-genes will be passed on
to the next generation. Hail Darwin!

Incidentally, how's it feel to be labelled '"unsavory" by
a turd like Ass. Dick Floyd (S.F. Exam'r 6/15)? Coming
from him, I guess it's a compliment. If the shoe fits....

Oh, Ducey's burned down, so we're going to have to
punt on the Annual Rally. See elsewhere in this issue of
the Notice for more info. Catch ya in Berkeley on the
14th. Keep the rubber side down. }

s

P
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| _m later it was delivered to
the house. While  waiting I
E s =] read the manual over and over.

Converting their English into
high  teck  American  jargon.
First lean the bike on

-
I
the kick stand. Remove left

RONALD BRECKWOLDT foot rest, let it hang. Place

two oil pans along chaincase
THE NORTON COMMANDO cover. Remove center nut,pull

cover off. Put bike on center

[ just made a trade'off,  stand with two by six wood

ny old Chev for a 1974 Norton block wunder it. Replace foot
Commando. I nmever owned &  rest, apply rear brake with

Ngrton before, so the first your right foot, while sticking
six weeks of trouble free  tire iron or Xlarge screw

riding was appreciated. Deciding driver along side the clutch

it Nas 0.K. to open my eyes, housing with right hand. Use
I discovered a worn front 5 hraker bar and socket with
sprocket,  chain, and rear  gour left hand to remove the

sprocket. 0.K. normal stuff Rotor nut. Whew! Remove foot
fo; dirt_ bikes. Looking through rest, disconnect three wires
"City Bike" I found Norton  for the Stator (number them)

parts everwere. I Was given  then pull the harness through
a Clymers Service Mannuel,  the case. Remove three nuts

So I opened it wup. Holly  gecyring the  Stator,  then
Smokes, remove half the engine pull it off. Mine had heat

to change the sprocket. Export  crackes, so I chose to replace
models only I hope! I figured it  Pyll the Rotor off, don't
its better to take it apart  yworry  about  timing  marks.
myself. See . what condition  p keyway holds everthing correct.
the bike vparts are really Time to remove clutch,loosen
in,  then ShPP around  for  put  and  unscrew  adjuster.
the best prices. Over the  ppgta)) clutch COmpPressor
phone 1 ordered a timing tool. When  diaphragm  plate
chain sprocket puller, clutch  can shake freely, remove retaining
compressor, three tab washers, clip. Leave tool on plate,
a gasket, front and rear but clean in solvent. Put
sprocket and chain, set of

wentworth  sockets! Two days

(continued on page 10)

e )
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

20 May, 1988
Dear Alan,

| have been talking to Jerry
Meadows about the BSA club’'s upcoming
Sierra overnighter and would like to
add a few bits of my own, and invite the
NOC to join in.. We (Jerry and | ) are
planning to have a Bar-b-cue at Jerry's
home in Sparks. Nevada in the early
afternoon. It is well-located in central
Sparks. Motels are nearby and Jerry has
a back yard to camp in. If you really
want to camp out, we can take a drive to
my place (about 25 miles) and | can
find a place for you somewhere on my
72-acre ranch. We have decided on a
route up to Sparks and but can give you
a choice for return Sunday, a short one
or a longer scenic one.

The date is August 20-21 and
the meeting place for the ride will be
Nevada City. (&bout balfway from here
to there Jat 9 AM, Saturday. Take 1-80
to 49 north, Brunswick off-ramp in
Nevada City to Lyons Restaurant. We
plan to leave there by 10 am, so get an
early start. [ certainly hope you and
some of the other Norton Owners will
join us, it will be a nice ride at a good
time of the year. For more information
call Indian Jim Meadows 702-348-6338
or Filthy Phil 702-673-5735, or Yuppie
Mike at 702 356-3523.

Happy Trails,
Phil A.
Ace British Motorcycles

Alseno i, 24/3/88

Al fine di avere informazioni ulteriori
sulle NORTON che corrono negli U.S.A.;
ho ritenuto opportuno scrivere a Voi
questa mia lettera di spiegazioni.

Dato che sono appasionalissimo di
NORTON - Commando sono
interessantissimo a butti quei modelli
che attualmente corrono in U.S.A. nella
Battle of the Twins, purtroppo sono
sconosciuti al publico per la maggior
parte di esso, figuriamoci qui in Italia.
lo sono abbastanza al corrente dell gare
in U.S.A. perche sono abbonato ad:
American Roadracing e le classifiche
delle gare Bott mi vengono inviate da un
mio amico olandese che le prende da:
Cycle News.

Purtroppo neppure una folo delle
Norton in queste gare sebbene siano
numerosi i Piloti U.S.A. di Norton, ora
ne cito alcuni; nella_classe Grande
Prix:Chris Phelps e Jim Schmidt nel
1987, menire nella classe:
HEAVYWEIGHT MODIFIED e la classe
LIGHTWEIGHT MODIFIED del 1986 vi
sono i piloti rispettivamente: Duane
Williams - Vic Bannister - Chris Scott -
Rick Herndon - Richard Haas - David
Matthews - Seppo Kouvo - Peter Kogut -
Mark Weisendanger - David Neal - Lee
Steinmetz - Eric Swortsfigure. Questa
lista di nomi e priva del pilota inglese
David Pither perche Martin Adams mi
ha gia mandato le foto della sua

(continued on page 12)
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