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~FTHE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH

iz published by the Northern
of tha Norton Owners Club.
inform @&nd entertain members regarding all
aspects of the Norton wmotorovele, including
history, technical adviece, and preservation of
the maraque.

California
Its purpose is Lo

Branch

NORTON NOTICE is [ reflaction of ite
readership, who are encouraged Lo submlt any
article, technical tip, photograpk {criginal or
atherwise) as long as it is in good taste, so
that other Norton enthusiassts may enjoy it
For Branch  members who cannot aftend elub
meetinds or olub rides, the HORTON NOTICE

affords an opportunity to share experlsnoes and
information with the membership of the Branch,
and to bring the Branch members closer together

The deadline for items to be submitted for
publication is the 15th of each month.

Membership in the Horthern
the Herton Owoers Club  is
per year.

California Branch of
avallable for $25.00

Membership dues are
Secretary/Treasurer

parable to  the Branch

Hepewal dues are payable at the end of the
individual's membership wyear, that month heing
designatsd By the last number of the
individual's membership numbsc as logated on

the mailing labwl of the NORTON KOTICE or the
menbarshic card. For example, T45/2 danotas
member 745 with dues expiring on the lst of

February.

A1l chenges of address should go to the Branch
Seorstary/Treasurar, not the NOTICE Editer

Subgeription to the NRORTON NOTICE  only 1=
available for $15.00 per wyear., This does nct
include membership in  the Northern California
Branch of the Norton Owners Club, nor does it
afford ‘any of the rights or privileges of
membership in the NOC

Membership :n the Northern California Branch of
the MNorton Owners Club entltles & member tu
monthly issues of the NORTON NOTICE and
bi-monthly issues of ROADHOLDER meagazine, which

iz sent directly from England, keeping members
informed of Horton owners’ activities
wor ldwide. Membership pravides voting

privileges at all NOC and Branch meetings, and
allows one to purchase HNorton Spares dirsetly
from England, st significant savinogs, through

the NOO Spares Program

On the cover: Sorry, we'e not glving it away. This handsome
restoration was on display at the 1986(7) Annual Norton
Picnle at Huckleberry Flat. |f you are the owner, how about
giving us the full story?

CLUB OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
John Covell
| 1B Seal Rock Dr
San Francisco, CAS412)
(4153751-2157

SECRETARY/TREASURER
Alan Goldwater

I 780 Chant 1o leer Ave
canta Lru2, CA 95062
(408)475- 7505

RECORDING SECRETARY
Tim Caburn
20610 Caming ALat Cerros
Mento Park, CA 24025
(415)854-4364
PARAPHERNALIA
Suran Meissner
5300 Tie Gulch Rd
Santa Cruz, CA 950065
(408)426-6526

Lou Caputo

L0568 Peralta Ave
Albany, Ca 94706
(415)927-6803

BIDE COORDINATOR
Margle Siegal
625 Fairmount Ave
Dakiand, CA 94611
(4131654~ 14933

orion

lmportanc!

{Please take note of che following fine print.)

The object of the Morthern California Branch of the Nomon
Ownars Club is to promote, encournge and develop  all metor-
cycling activities.  The Club'e mambars are owners of Norton
motoreycles, and they often submit for publication in the
Norton Norice techmical tips pertaining. to motoreyeles of the
Worton marque, Technical tips so published have been revewed
for techmeal content and are believed ro he barh acceprable
and warkable, but no guarantee is made or implied that they
will wark carrectly, nor is any [ability assumad by either the
MNorton Dwners Club or the authors for any problems resulting
from use of these technical tips. The Club alst assumes no
respunsibility for the acts or omissions of jts members in
connection with Club activities.  Nortan Norice articles or
other material express the authors’ views only and not peces-
sarily the official policy of the Neomton Ownsis Club or its
Northern Califormin Branch.  The ediror reserves the right 10
aceept, teject or alter all editorial and advertising marerial
submitted for  publication.  Advertising  publisherd ~ does  por
imply endorsement ol products, poods or eetvices. Now you
lenciw.

198 ‘catalog drawing of

Manx A0M and 40M
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MATTOALL
CASDLINE BY T
I OTHER WORDS

IN THE EVENT OF RAIN DN THE DAY OF A CLUB RIDE,
PONED ONE WEEK. ALSO, RIDERS
E SCHEDULED DEPARTURK TTM

. BULL TANKS AND EMETY

ND ALL
BLADUERS !

ISECEGICION S

®aHar. 22 Sun

“*Mar, 28- Sat,
Mar. 28 Sun
"Mar. 29 Sun,

=whpro 9 Thurs

“=ApE 19 Sun

*eMay 2- Sat;,
May 3 Sun.

“*ay 9 Sat,

May 10 Sun
#Euly 11- Sat

July 12 Sun,
DOWN THE ROAD:

———
DAL _DAY EMENTT
“eFeb. 2B~  Sat, "Daytona Bike Week
Mar. B Surn
*rHar 12 Thurs.  *Branch meeting. Class Reuriion, 2700 EI Camino Real, Palo

Allo, 730 PM

*Branch ride. Oakville Grade Our Ride Coordinater takes us
through some of her favorite territory Details on page 4

®AFM New Riders School and AFM races (Sun) at Sears Paint

“Swapmeet at San Mateo County Fairgrounds $3.00 adm »
$2.00 parking. Sponsored by Weslern Rlders |nc

*Branch meeting Place TBA
*AFMraces at Sears Point

*Branch overnighter at Jerry Kaplan's,
next 1ssug

petalls

" AFM New Riders School and races (Sun )

“Laguna Seca

May. Morro Bay overnighter
June: Don leads us through North Bay roads.
<uly: Fourth of July Picnic and Beer Bust on the Santa Cruz beaches

August: Annual Clup

Rally, tentatively set for Grover Het Sorings

I'HE RIDE TS AUTO-
SHOULD HAVE PLENTY OF OTL
PERSONAL PROBLEMS TAKEN OF

AND

MARCH

L ST S S R

23145 &7
89001121314
I51& 17 1819 202/
1374252627 28
29 10 31

APRIL
L L B B |
I 23 4
567 89700
121314 15 1617 |8
192021 22 2324 25
26 1728 29 30




TWISTERIP TWADDLE

Another month has come and gone, and in its wake we
have a new mesting venue, beautiful weather unlooked-far, a
new controversy and, zbove all, @ thriving Nerton Clul Branch.,

he new. meeting place is the Prince of Wales pub on 251h
Avenue in San Mateo, Good English ales in bottle and on rap,

hearty British pub grub, o congenial “guv'ner," and a meeting
reom upstairs. combine to augur well for future West Bay-
Peninsuln meetings. A tip of the presidential hat to Don

Danmeier for locating the spor. We'll be bick

The "heautiful weather” refers to the beanch ride on Sunday,
Feb. T8th. Yours truly ssw the tain coming dawn in shests
the night before and went to bed expecting o sleep late, bur
naooon--n clear biug sky called me back ot B3 a.m. and,
except for an odd minuce o cwo ol sprinkle, ‘kepr me and ar
least eipht others company all day long. Se= Ride Report pise-
where. Thiunks to Rabers of San Jose for their haspitality
{and sympathy to Murk Wiesendunger, whe fell off enroute),

Lively debate was had at the mesting concerning Assembly
Bill 36, the helmet lnw, and whether the Club has any husiness
infecting. itself into the political process by taking an official
stamd on the |ssue. Alan Goldwerer played devil's adwocats,
ensuring that when those assembled ulrimately decided to (28
for it, it was a deliberared decision. A lerrer is going from
me to Sacramento in the name of the Clob, bt Lou save
space @5 too tight to reprint if for you all this menth, so
look for it next time, However, see also the fuem of suggested
letter appenring in this fssue of the Naotice if you woull like
1o write [0 the Assembly pouresll 1o oppese the bill. Write
soan, whichever way you come aut on this topic. It's & cinch
ron few other motorcyclists will. {Incidentally, rider John
Paliwoda: of North Hollywood has vwaluntesred to travel 10
Sscramento at his own expense to present some opposition 1o
the bill in commirtee. 1 call rthar dedicarion, Cio for i, Johnl)

Other signn that the Branch is alive and well include the
fuct that, per our Secretary-Treasurar, membarship is scabiliz-
ing and, through the diligence of ow V-F/Rides Coordinator,
we have wlunteer Ride Marshalls through at least  Aogust,
This inceeased level of support ls most encousaging and hodes
well for rhe future of the Club in thiz nrea.

I've been in contact with the presidents of the MNaorcon
clubs in Los Angeles and San Diegn, and we are hoping to be
able 1o coordinate on a Motra Bay overmighter in May, More
details as they develop, watch the Notice.

Some good =vems coming up--see you there!

},L“ . Prez.

Form of sugpested letter to Sacramento re 1he Helmet Bill:

Hanorable
California
Slate Capit
Sacramenta,

Dear Mr.fMrs. H

I am a california notos and 5
mambesr in good standi E
Club, Calif ve heard

6,

abour 3 the ma tory fi=slmet
Law ta Khow that am agalnst thig
- ant the & Lan whethsr o
te remaln my . 1E1 DSE Ot
¢ndanger anly myself d Lt is
my right Amarican citizen to make tha't

Tholce,

-EasE oppogs ALVH, Bh
Thank you,

Sincermly,

Send 1o your Assembly representative or, 1l you dan't know
who that is, nt Tenst send it te Willie Brown, Spenker of the
Assembly. Barrer yet, deaft your own, persanal letier for
maximum impict——whatever your opinion on this (o0 any
ather) marter!

L
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JOIN THE RIDES
THEY'RE FUNIII

@ COORDINATION OF THE RIDE =

MARCH Crakville Grage Rioe. ‘we will meet at TT Motors in
Berkeley and head north on BO. The Oakville Grade starls on
29 between Yountville and St Helena IUs a good road, but
(WISt I1ke @ Snake witn @ stomachache Don't Show up Unless
both rider ana blke are running on all cylingers-- getting you
off that mountain will be difficull  There's 2 stop In Glen
Ellen for lunch and birthday cake— Suran Melssner's
Interstate, Alan Goldwater, and yours truly are ail having
birthdays ['ve arranged with a care for 3 cake

After lunch the ride runs over country roads to the
coast and then on the Marshall road to Petaluma We should be
In Petaluma by 400 so that most people can get home before
dark. There will be lots of scenery and not too many cars.

Maps will be distributed at the start of the run
Please come early so that everyane w1l be ready to go shartly
after 10:00 AM

BIRTHDAYII

HARPPY

APRIL:  People whe want to ride down to Tulare 252 club
might call me at (415)654-1935 (eves.] Lo arrange a place ana
time

JULY: Many people are planning to allend the Laguna Seca
Faces. Anybody Interested In riding down as a group?

AUGUST  Annual Club Rally ‘We need volunteers to help with
the logistics! Generous helping of good karma (which may
help prevent breakdownsl)  Call me to offer help with the
Rally

ALSO Someone asked about @ Mount Haml!lten ride Does

anyone want to lead IL7 How about you, Mark?

Margle Siegal
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CDITOR'S
NOTES

HI Folks,

well, | had hoped 1o start our Informal tech tatk In
this 1ssue but, owing to the disappearance of one of our
members, that 15 not possible  The tape transcript of the
meeting was sent to each participant so each could have a
chance to Lidy things up a bit. Everyane has responded except
for Scot who | nave been unable to reach He is in the throes
of settling into a new house in need of repalr and may have
been overcome by the amount of labor involved  So, unti| he
surfaces, we'll Just have to walt. In the meantime, feast your
eyes on the upcoming ride scnedule which Margie has put
together ‘and by all means consider joining us for the next
event

wexwxsThanks to DRIl for the Jan 21 MotorCycle News articles
about the Merton revival (See pages 10and | 1))

wuH##_ apor problems at the Lucas Bridgtown factory and
eisewhere In Engiand have brought to a halt production of
Mini, Metro, and Rover 200 cars al the Austin Rover plant. The
action threatens the future of the relationship between the
twa firms, It also affects suppliers who try to obtain Lucas
parts for your Norton. This latest labor strife does not have
any affect, however, an the notorious Lucas reputation as no
Iight 15 sti11 no Tight

w=ss@Hariey has a new wrinkle In sales these days.
According to a news release from Buzz Buzzelll in Milwaukee,
¥ IT & rider owns an [Evolution Sportster XLH-883) and
trades It for a new FX or FL medel by Aprll 30, 1987,
participating Harley dealers will aliow $3,995 trade-in value.
For motorcyclists whoe don't own an 883, but purchase one
from a participating dealer before July 31, 1987,
Harley-Davidson guarantees $3,995 If Lraded for 2 new FX or
FL within two years of the purchase date"

There are some contingencles and disciaimers but if
youve always wanted that low slung crulser to complement
your fire-hreathing MNortons, head on down to your local
participaiing Harley deaier and say nl. While you're there tell
them about your favorile touring road. You might eventually
win a book or some Harley touring gear which, I strapped to
your Norten on 3 club ride, mignt just glve the rest of us a
geod glggle
*weTravel to Auburn, Mass for the June 7th Ninth Annual
British Motorcycle Meet and while you're there catch the
auclion of what's left of People's Molorcycles and Salvage Co
(Newton, Mass.). That'll be Triumph, BSA, and Norton stuff
Lel's see, a Lruck rental at

i

RENBWALS TO ALAN

- []
Thanks to CYCLE for permission to reprint the following and
thanks to club member Shane Harvey for typing It up!

“Threading the Needle on a
MNorton interstate”

by Frank Canner (From viay 1972 CYCLE )
edited

Norton Viliers ives i North Long Beach, a
suburb of a suburb of Los Angeles. The company inhabits
a big oid ugly buildng thal may have been an airerafrt
hangar in a previous Incarnation, or perbaps it simply
bean life as aneccentric warehouse. But the motorcycle
standing in front of the bullding was handsome. |1 was a
Norton Interstate, and | was borroswing it for a ride up to
San Francisen and back.

Wou have to hand it to the Morton designers.
They bent fbergiass (on later production models, steel)
around & 3 gallans of gasoiine, and the result came out
looking betler than a lot of three-and-a-haif-gallon fuel
tanks around The machine was painted black, with
nothing stze on the tank but gold striping and the name
“Mor o

The 750cc Interstate looked to be about the
sze Of an average 660- small enough and light enough to
be manageanble  1The front Farks didn’t appear to have
murch rake | turmed the handiebars from side to side, and
there wasnt much fral- the twe contact-patch didn't
move back and forth a great deal  The steering feit light
and free. Thiz particular bike was fitled with flat
European handiebars, which could mean either thal
nobody had bothered to pull a currenl Smerican-markel
production machine out of the crate for a test bike, or that
the machine was a ktile swervy  wilh  Amerkcan
Feandiebars fitted 1o it, of thatl perhaps it just happenerd
that way.

The motorcyele had been Fitted with turn
sighals, & single disc Lockheed hydraulic front brake, and
the Combial engine, which was luned 1o deliver a claimed
65 hp-5 more than the od engine  This engine had a
Compression ratio of 1001 (81 used 1o be slandardy a pair
of 32mm Amal concentric carbs (as opposad to Z0mm), a
ey oil filter, different cams; and reinforced crankcases

I strapped my Cub Scoul ravel pack to the

Lack of the saddle with bungee cords, strapped my helmet
to my head, and prepared o starl the motoreyele | threw
Iny 135 pounds down on the kickstarter lever.  Nothing
moved. The MNorton mechanie and | leoked at each other,
embarrassed  The rest-rider is ahways supposed to be
able 1o start the engine, it says somewhers,  On the
second Iy | aol the kickstarier lever to move down a Fevy
Inches  Si< kicks and a cupful of sweal later the engine
was running. | was 10 find that when the engine was
wearm, | coulid alvsays fire 1L on the first kick  But cold sis
Kicks and & cupful of sweat There have been only two
times i my ife when | wished | weighed 8o pounds: &t
200 AN one momng in a bad, bad parl of Mew
Crleans, and whenever | had to start this Norton eold

| took off i traffic, looking for a freeway and
repeating a ittle verse In my mind "Brake on the leff; shirt
on the right, up For low," ke the ship's caplain who locked
himsell in his cabmn svery morning, opened the safe, and
studied & pece of paper thal said, "The lefl side of the
ship is called ‘port’] the right side 15 called starboard™

Shiffing gears in the Morton was a kot of fun
Youd st yank the culch, wiggle your right fool once,
dump the cutch, and prestol you were in another gear
The shift lever had & short throw, and it made a nice litte
chek to tell you that it had done its job.

(Continuea on page 12)




PARAPHERNAL 1A

| L. "My success is due to my unapproschable Morton" T-shirt, black with qold print.

Large only.
2. HOC classic “NY T-shirt, dark olue with white print. Largs and X-large only,
301 h Ly U . black with white print. Large anly,
4, " " 8 o White with black print, Medium and large anly,

5. Marthern Califarnia Branch Togo T-shirt, white with blue and red print.

Small, medium and large. B.00
| E. Northarn California Branch logo baseball Jersey, white with blue and ved print,
| K=large only. 4.50

NOTE: AT T-shirts are $1.50 postage.

7. Commando Service Motes, 45 pages compyied and printed in England by HOC.
B, 3" 3" NOC machine badge.

4. 4 1/2" red MOC sticker sSend orders lo:

1o 20 s "

1L 2 /2" = 3 1/2" ved, white, and bTue NOT stickep = =

1é. 2" red, s11yer, and black NOC sticker Juran Melssner

13. 8" red and white embroidered cloth NOC patch 5300 Tie Gulch Rd,
o 1 " " ] b .

}E iEd '_rm ; M‘JII T Santa Cruz, CA 95065

- 1 [ . n

TR e (408)426 6526

17, red, white, and Blue enamel dohn Player Norton lapsl pin

@ " 1 " " " d * 'kay fob

Call prowrite for details concerning avaitability and postage of 1toms, |

HORTHERN CALTFORHIA BRANCH JOIN W

TOOL LOAR-DUT PROGRAM

Get an touch with Harrey Bunting 1 you need
one oy more of the following tools For working
on your Commando, A refundalile depesit equal
to the replacement cost of the ool is
required at the time you pick 1t up.

DEPOSET

Exclusively British 1938 On

ocking too
valva spring comprossaor.
rocker spindTe pullar.....

or haft sprocket nui‘c—r:.
rifng ninion puiter........ -an 20 * The shop for classic and antique British bikes;
gearbox 1ayshaft bearing extractor.. 15 AJS, Ariel, BSA, Norton, Matchless, Royal Enfield,
Harry Sunting (415} 968-2020 Triumph, Velocette & Vincent.
1441 5ilmare 5t
Mnuntﬁ'-nm'.‘:ew:, Ch 94040 * We stock all currently available Commando parts,

plus a lot that aren't.

* We also have a good selection, and source of pre-
Commando parts, both new and used; at

NORTONORTONORTONORTONORT reasonable prices.
* Full repair and machine shop services available.
ADVERTTSING RATES

THE WEST COAST JOBBER FOR

1/4 pg 1/2 pg Full pg - L A ::‘.
8 mos 345 $70 $140 —DOMI ]!acel’

DISTRIBUTORS. INC.

1 yr 360 120 F240
Send ad copy and check tc the Editor 2705 San Pablo Avenue I'I-erkele_v. CA 94702
BUSINESS HOURS:
10 AM til 6 PM [‘IIS’ -
Tuesday—Saturday 548 2532
NORTONORTONORTONORTONORT  “BEST BIKE SHOP” — San Francisco Bay Guardian

10% NOC DISCOUNT WITH MEMBERS CARD

“
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ALL ADS WILL RUN FOR TWD MONTHS UNLESS
RESUBMIT THEM IN WRITING TO THE ENLTO

FOR SALE

Tired of sitting on @ cold concrete floor? Now you
can rebuild your Morton gearbox, do a valve Job, or
Just polish the hell out of your primary case In the
comfort of your favorite easy chair (well almost)
How, may you ask? Just by buying my pneumatic
motorcycle IIft. IL 1ifts your Norton to a comfortable
working position with just your home compressor
(You al) have one of those, don't you?) It measures 2'
X 9 and |s sem| portable (no wheels). Only $50.
while my supply (one) lasts,

Tom Keeble
(415)969-0668

FOR SALE

Productlon racer solo seat, $35
Connecting rods, exc ea $20
Clutch basket; lots $15
Bronze clutch plates, set. $45
Grab rall w/clamps. $20
Clipons, palr, new. $25
Alternator stators. $20
. P-11 engire less head. $85
9. Lucas rebuilt twin lead magneto. $75
10, 750 head, exc. $85.
I'1.0rig factory Commando Shop Manual. §15
12, B30 frame w/dlisc front end, stralght, §145,

[ e

M~ TN b

| have the following bikes for sale that are all I exc. shape
but need 3 littie work. If youre serfously interested In one,
Il work on It first. Prices shown are what 1] ask for the
finished mint bike

1. 1970 Dunstall LoBoy Racer ®235, 7Shp, 750 w/dual discs
531 frame, elc  Never down, never raced Like Dave Meal's
racer. $2,500

1671 Norton 750 Fastback Red w/alloys and disc. Mint
31,250,
31979 Benelll Sel, stx cyl, mint w/SK orlg. miles, §1,875
4 1974 Moto Guzzi V7-Sport 750, exc. §1,975
S F40cc Norton w/every performance trick ever invented for
Cammandos. It's fun to wheelie out of 2nd gear corners near
the top of ML Hamlilton $1.875

Harvey Loucks

(408)255-7156

Best time 15 between
Tand 10 PH,

FOR SALE OR TRADE

1. MKIIl bottom end,
bottom end

2. MKII primary covers--inner/outer $ or trade for
7

rebuilt. $ or trade for MKI|

3. MK inner/outer gearbox covers,
MKIIl covers.

4. MKl rear disk assembly, complete.
MKII rear assembly plus $

$ or trade for

Trade for Sta.

Chris Nichols
(415)965-461 1

FOR SALE

1. 1973 850 (rame, straight. $100,

2. Fork sliders for disc brake, complete with
dampers, etc. Also comes with callper, master
cylinder, brake hose, §75.

3. B50 triple clamps (pair). $30.

4. 850 wiring harness complete. Includes capacitor,
rectifier, Ign. switch and headlight complete, $75.

WANTED
Any Norton engines, complete or dismantled.
Phil Radford

(408)292-6563
Horns and wknds only

ERTENN OR T ON M‘E@{H L
&H m@m Hsa‘mm Ty




LETTERS

HOW | SPENT MY SUMMER YACATION

To the many members who should now be planning how
to spend thelr money and time this summer, here's my advice
go to England. | spent two weeks there last year with my very
tolerant wife and had many Brit Bike religlous experiences:

On an Incredibly rainy day we visited the National
Motorcycle Museum. Great Britain impresses the visitor as
one big museumn reveling In past glories, but the MMM s
honestly one of the most interesting Blkes are well
displayed On the walls hang huge blaw-ups of photos from
personal collections depicting some of the best and worst
times of British motorcycling. I these pictures are ever
avallable in 3 book, buy It After seeing the spectacular
collection of beautifully restored machines {Inciuding Fem
Fowler's 1907 TT winner, many prototypes, and designer's
wet dreams), this enthusiast left the display area, as
everyone probably does, asking himself the Big Question
What happened? How was all this lost? Well, just Inside the
gift shop are nat ane or two dozen but whole CASES of Bert
Hopwood's Whatever Happened to the Eritish Motorgycle
Industrv?. one of which | dutifully bought. If you haven't read
this depressing, maddening, yet perceptive Insider's account
of the rise and fall of the Empire, do it and consider sending 2
copy to the Board of General Motors. Recalling the gory
detalls must have been a cathart ic experience for Mr, Hopwood
and we are forever in his oedt for sharing It

Our next stop was Fair Spares which |s truly the
hole=in-the-wall that Scot described (Would he 1ie?). They
were out of some parts | needed, as always, so they called the
Norton ractory to see if any were available After several
altempts-- Fair Spares claims the factory won't answer the
phone during tea-- they located the parts and we were glven
directions (In @ manner of speaking) to collect them | want
Lo pause here to state that | am an ordinary guy, not a club
officer or other dignitary, not unusually know ledgeable about
Nertons, yet the following hanpened to me:

Many people were on vacation at the factory and we
were met by the Assistant Parts Guy who sald, “You've come
&0 far, | suppose you'd ke to tour the place™ The British are
famous for understatement, you know  So, after | composed
myself and changed my underwear, | sald, "Sure” The factory
1S not very big but appears well organizedand clean My wife,
the Cal/OSHA tnspector, approved. One sectien |s dedicated to
Commando parts, most of which are made elsewhere. Another
section |s for the rotary blke. They were producing about
three/day on one shift In an unhurried, hand-crafted fashion
Our gulde was very proud of the technology and OC, Insisting |
fondle parts and hold and caress the steel box-frame backbone
of what would become a purring machine Most of the (loor
space ls for production of rotary engines for military use
where the compactness |s Ideal for small space applicat|ons.
A single water-cooled rotor 15 the size of a large aluminum
hockey puck.

Both the water and alr-cooled versions of the metor
have been fitted to blkes Our guide implied that the
water-cooled engine made a better motorcycle but this design
had not yet reached production when | raised the issue of
Nortons For The People he clammed up and looked |lke he had
been threatened with years of forced Tabor If he ever divulged
e e T
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the company's fntent So, the eventual avallabllity of rotaries
remains a mystery  Would you belleve a Norten ultratight
alrcraft which has actually been flown (" e was bloody crazy,
‘e was")? How about a four-rotor Nerton car? Well, | told
him | wouldn't leak company secrets, so no more Factory
people ride the rotary bikes reguiarly and were coming and
going during our visit. My wife took two plctures of me In
front of the factory with rotaries In the background and both
were lost in processing, proof of a malevolent dlety,

We spent the rest of our vacation staying In
farmhouses, 1lving In pubs, and rambling around the
tountryside.  Using the British Tourist Agency to find
accomodallons was easy and cheap  The farmers always knew
the best pubs to eat in Contrary to popular beljef, English
food s quite good If you know where to go, allbough Lhe
English breakfast Is a quick ticket to a coronary You won't
see many British bikes on the road, and the ones you do spot
can be odd ones. Laocally brewed ales are great. Driving on
British roads can be terrifying, althaugh | highly recommend
seelng Britain by some sort of vehicle. Anyone you meet who
knows what a Norton 13 will be thrilled to talk with you about
It, after 2 proper Introguctlen or appropriate period of
standoffishness, of course. | met a gentleman in 2 restaurant
who had helped his brother rebutld an Inter In an upstairs
bedroom and later lowered It to the ground by a rope
Supposedly, this bIke 1S now In the MM

Jeff Jones
(415)763-1788

SECRETARY'S REPORT

2012/87

Membership attrition has leveled off somewhat We
hiad 3 new memuers In January against S dnr's.  Current
membership is 192 full members and 6 subseribing members
We also send |3 complimentary subs to other clubs and club
benefactors

The club treasury balance Is currently $939.23, after
sending February renewals to the UK and paying for the
February newsletter | will be ordering new business cards
and club stationery printed this month and expect to spend
about §100.00.

The installation of club membership Info as 2
computer data base s about 2/3 finlshed, sa | should be ready
to do a directory around April, in time for the riding season

Alan
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SPARES NEWS FROM ART

As most of you may already know, Fair Spares
In England have a lot more Items for sale than they
list In their catalogue. One of the things | recently
purchased from them was a very high quality set of
Whitworth open-end spanners for £29. These
wrenches come with a very neat holder and are made
in West Germany. Fair Spares also offers valanced
alloy rims made by Akront for your Morton for about
£28. If you do decide to order rims, be sure to tell
exactly which year and model Norton you have and
whether you have disc or drum brakes.

| recently ordered stainless rearsets from RGM
Motors. What a disappointment. Don't send for these
unless you have a machine shop set up In your garage.
Nothing fit correctly and one very Important plece
was missing. | have written to RAGM Motors
repeatedly concerning the missing plece and all |
ever heard from them was a note saying that | would
be recelving It “v. soon.” That was 30 weeks agol |
have finally lgured out that | am never going to see
that missing part (It's the plece that clamps on to
the splined shaft coming out of the gearbox and
connects to the rod gelng back to the rearsets.).
Also, that rod was | 1/2" too leng; the mounting
holes on both support plates were drilled Incorrectly,
the brake lever was binding due to a lump of metal
that had to be filed down, and the shifting lever had
to be extended by | 1/2° so that the rider's right foot
could reach It. What a2 mess! Now that | think about
It, the whole thing would have fit perfectly on a
1964 Zundappll

Art Sirota

WEW PARTS LIST FOR TRAVELERS

Italian MNOTICE correspondent Ricardo Rutter has
assembled a parts 1ist for Morton travelers who wish to trek
their Production Racers to the sunny shores of Italla Space
permits only 2 partial listing of information every Norton
owner will want to have al the tip of his tongue,

*Dall'aspetto aggressive e potente, questa Norton construita
dalla Norton Villiers

* Motorg-————r-==rr===meeemeee——-3 Cilingdri, 4 Tempi

* 2 carpuratori, 32mm senza Fiitro arla aste e bilanceri

+ Compresslore ot 1025

* Alternatore a Batteria e Bobina—-----Fornisce l'elettricita

+ GiIrl Massimor———======mmasses— 7400

+ Potenza o =70 cavalll a 6500 girt

+ Frizione-- . ~multidisco con
diaframma (ipo auto

+ Accensione Elettronica-—-————-----Boyer e Luras

+ Allessagglo e Corsa—-—---——- 73 %89

Interested travelers can contact Ricardo at his Potenza
address:  Signor Ricardo Rutter, 45 Via Bologna, Potenza,
Italia Make sure to enclose a SASE and your arrival date at
hisvilia

Dairyland |nsurance Co. publishes a short pamphiet
summarizing safe riding practices. HerewIth a digest

1. Wear a helmet. "0f 3,600 accidents studied
[the Hurt Report], over 3/4 of the fatally injured motorcycle
riders were nol wearing a helmet. And only one helmeted
riger died of injuries.” ‘nuff sald. Burton.. ..

2. Wear the proper clothing

3. Be colorful. while Norton riders already are,
reflective tape can add a measure of safety

4 The 2 second test * keep plenty of space
between you and the vehicle In front of you™ Allow 2 seconds
[more at higher speeds| between you and the traffic ahead of
you

5 Be adefensive rider

a. With headlight on

b Slow down at intersections

c. Watch for turning venicles

d Stay out of drivers' blind spots

£ Slgnal well In advance of any change In your
driving pattern

f Use your norn

g. Don't assume a driver sees you, even If eye
contact Is made.

6. Be alert. Over 75% of motorcycle accidents
happen during the day on stralght roads, In good weather. And
over BOE of them happen within the first 18 minutes of the
ride

7. Mo booze or drugs

Be aware thal 778 of motorcycle addicents occur
between a visual clock of 11:00 and 1:00 o'clock (see below)

POSITION OF OTHER VEHICLE JUST
BEFORE ACCIDENT

Send renswals to Alam




Showroom sales next year

'NORTON have been earmarkad for

takeover by a property company, who

aim 1o launch the long-awaited

showroom version of the rotary
next year,

==-The £1.684m des! is expecting
the stamp of approval from the
pvhu rty company's shareholdars

ithirfthenext two manths.

, The buylng company siready
bear_ the Norton Villierg Triumnh
nome following nn eu'afnr shars
deal, but hava no connection with
Mengsnese Bronze, the axisting
ownars, e

Philippe Le Roux, managing
directar of the property group and
mastermind behind the takeover
deal, promised the launch of s
new . clvilian varsion of the

. Wankel-engined Norton *"within
18 months."'

Tha naw bike will bs & water-
‘vooled varsion of tha air-cooled
B00co machine siready sold to the
police and military. _

""Wa have bought the company
with the sxpress intention of put-
ting the rotary engined motor cy-
cla Into civilan production,’” said
Mr Le Roux.

Tha motor cyels is already
quite‘wall developed. That has not
bean the problam, | think it has
béNRN ™ mMorawan, guestion of
commitment.

"The bike will be available to
tha civilian market in the middla of
next year. By the sacond yaar we
sim 1o ba producing 2000 bikes a
yoar,"

March 28-29+
April 19

May 9-10*
June 28

Info: (415)327-0908

SEARS POINT SCHEDULE

July1B-19
August 22-23
Ssptember 13
October 11

*denotes new Rider School

NORTOH RIDES AGAINI HMAYBE . ..

An alert Jon Bashor spotted this Reuter's release In
the Sacramento Bee (Jan, 1967)

Britain‘s Norton motorcycle is coming
back

LONDON— The Narton, one of Britain's best-known
metorcycies before it was run off the road by Japanese
competitors, Is going to atlempt a comeback

Entrepreneur Philippe Le Roux Says he plans to put a
version of the rolary-engined Morton Interpol used by the
British police forces on sale to the publlc The Ightwelght
130-miles per hour machine will be priced at around 4,500
pounds ($6,300),

Le Roux also wants to revive the Norton Commanda,
one of the last models of a line stemming from the Manx
Narton racing machine of the 19505 An estimated 90,000
Commandos exist around the warld and Spare parts for them
are still avallable

Japanese models accounted for most of the 104,000
motarcycles sold In Britaln last year  Japan devastated
Britain's motorcycle Industry In the 19605 with 2 string of
Ilghtweight, high-revving machines, although the Norton's
roadhalding qualities were legendary among British riders,

“&nd then, on Lhe sixteenth beer

WILL YOU KNOW
WHAT THESE
LETTERS AND
NUMBERS MEAN
IN THE YEAR
20007
LOOK!!!
AVAILABLE
NOW FROM
STOCK

GSXRIIO0G
GSXUOOEFS




Art was glancing through some 0ld files and came acro

s

55 this photo of Johnny Lockelt

astrige 2 1939 gardengate with girders and airscoop front brake Lockett rode the Isie
of Man between 1936 and 195 and wag a team member on all the five successive
occassions when Nortons galned the Manufacturers' Award (1949, °50, and 31).

COMMANDO WILL SPEARHEAD
‘NEW’ NORTON REVIVAL

‘No 1624

NORTON'S naw ownars aim to put
the legendary 750/850 Commando
back into production while develop-
ing the new rotary enginad super-
bike.

Relaunch of & “limited number™ of
Commandos was talked of fnat year
when the price was sapacted 1o be
sbout £5000,

Now the project has been picked up
by new owners who have desciibed it
ns haing high on their prarity lat.

“'Wa intand ta have the Commanda
on 3ala by the and of the year.” sald

approached Manganesa Bronze with o
vinw 10 scquiring more famous motor
cycling names for use in other
businesses.

The' tokeover deal involves the
transfer to Manganese Bronze of the
three proparties worth £1.64 million.

*'This acquisition is the first step in
the group’s palicy of investing into
undor-axplolted situntions of vary high
promise,” sald Mr Lo Roux.

Aim s ta { developing the

Wednesday January 21 1387 48p

MaforCycle News

Philippe Le Roux, managing directar af
the Norton Villiers Triumph proparty
group.

“"We are talking about making a
coupls of hundred maximum, It Is not
really possiblo for me to quote & prica
al this atage but the responss o the
idom whan it wes first roveslod Inst yaar
was very good. Some people avan sent
in chequas,™

The project has sprung from the
lucative Norton spares business run
fram the factory In Shenstons, Staffs,

Both the Commando and Wankal wil

applications,

Manganese Bronze have sirendy
Invested about £10 million in the
development of the motor which begin
life on BSA drawing boards more than
15 years aga.

Despite the stop-go history of the pro-
ject Mr Le Roux is confident s
technology advantages over conben-
tional piston engines will make it a sure
fire winner with motor cyclists.

“We are not tying to rebulld an

Wankel engine for o varisty of uses
nci marine, aircralt and industrial

¥.” he d. “The motor
cycle market is not as strong as it was
soma yoars ngo but sales at the top end

be doveloped at the factory which now
employs B0 people.

Staif is expacted to grow 1o 100 aver
the next 18 months when over £2
million |5 10 be invested in Norton's
comeback.

*'l have been 1o the factory several
times and been very impressed with the
quality of the technology and wark that
I8 being dona thera,”” said Mr Le Rouk.

The Morgan Nicholls property group
took on the name of Norton Villiers
Triumph last yoear in & separate share
deal but didn’t think of moving into
maotor cycle manulpcture until they

of the market have held up better than
the rest and It is at the top end of the
market the rotary Is aimad.

“"We have a totally different product
to nffer. The rotary engine has some

. gns. including lack
of vibration and lightness, which will |
Bm sure Appeal 1o many motor
eyclists **

Dennis Austin, managing director of
Narton Motors, has sgreed to continus
to head the motor cycle operations
under fts new ownership which Is
axpected to be finalized st the end of
February ar the beginning of March.

e

e




The engine is blessed with a wide powerband
11 would come on hard at about 3500 rpm and accelerale
away 1o the redine at 7000. Low gear was taler than
on most other four-speed touring bikes. | liked that. The
engire had enough ow-end (ongue, and (e wias
enough Mywheel effect, and the dutch came in aradually
enough, so you didn’t have to worry aboul staling the
machine when It was time to start moving  And you could
ride at the speed limit m mosl small towns using low gear,
with some revs left over The other touring-bike approach
i5 10 put low gear way down In the basament, usually
causing a gap between low and second- the result is that
vou have to ride through towns with the engine screaming
n low gear or almost stalled oul in second.  Not the
Norfon — And there were no gaps anywhera else in its
gearing, there was plenty of overiap from one ralio to the
rnext, which made for fast, ceosy upchifting and
downishifting. | enjoyed nding the Interstate in traffic,
except when braki

The front-brake lever didn’t have any travel to
speak of  You just squeszed (i ke the hande of a
lest-your-strength machine in a penny arcade, the harder
vou sgueszed, the faster the bike would stow dowrn The
brake worked wel, and | didn't find it dangerous. Bul it
was disconcerting  although | used the brake hard many
limes during the Irip, | always gave it my full attention
wihile | was squeezing

Ahal Up shead was a freeway on-ramp. |
peeled off into it all healed over, and the bike relt good. |
revved it hard in second and craned my neck to see which
Peterbit on the freeway was taking aim  Seeing an
opering in the stream of hurting vehicles, | yarked the
cluteh, popped the shift lever up into third, dumped the
clutch, and turned on the throtle  Guess whal The tach
needie wenl outasight. the rear wheel made frantic
sidevrays dancing'mobions, and the ke siowed down like
1 was aitached to the statue of Wberty. | had
downshifted into low, "Hrake on the erl, shirt on the
right; up for low ™ | was on the freeway going 30 mph
An ar horn went off right behind me, reminding me thal
you don't do that on Los Angeles freewawvs- not If you
value your hide- so | grabbed a handful of throttle while
thinking of Morlon's by-now unigue shifl paltern and my
short memory.

Mext test: grooved concrete on the San Diego
freenyay Haaal The Norton, with its 410 = 19 fires front
and rear, pst breszed along on the grooves, wigging ever
S0 slightly where the groove-machine operator had gotlen
the hiccups, | soon refaxed, resting all of by butt on the
saddle, and | forgave the Norton its shift pattern

The Pacific Coasl Highway, heading north
The beaches al Santa Monica, Topanga, and Maliou
were almost deserted- maybe thal was becauss it was
early February right then The traffic lights through there
wiere few and far between, but what ones thare were
wiere always red when | gol to them  And the disc front
brake had starled making a racket whenever | used it In
fact, it would squeal ke a shoal al meaitime That was
embarrassing  Youre nding along =000 smiothly and
competently and effortiessly, and you gel ready to stop
for a traffic fighl, and the bike starls shrleking, and the
people n ther cars inok at you funny Do you resly know
what you're doing? 1s that thing gonna fall apart right in
front of my car? 11 was the same kind of feeling you get
when youre downtorwn, and you're putting your big Tast
expensive shiny superbike on its centerstand, and you ship
and ket the machine fal over on ifs side:

| reached the other side of hialibu, and MNorth
Malitu, and Morth Morth Malieu, and firally there wire
Iowis hills an my right, the blue (Ihat day) Pacific on my left,
and open road ahead | took the bike up lo 70 mph,
which was just comfortably into the powerband in fourth
gear There was almost no vibration at al This Morton
was the most vibrationless touring machine | had ever
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rideden, that means smoother than the BW, the H-0 74
the Guezi, the Honda CTB-750, and the Suzuki
walet-cooked  Oh, yeah, the engine was shaking and
quivering like any other verticie twin- | could touch my boot
10 the engme case and reel the biur. Bul NOrton’s Isslastic
shock mounts (Bob Trigg's highly successful answeer 1o the
Lord miount), wihich connect the
engine/gearbox/swingarm to the rest of the bike, really kil
the shakes Dead Just parfect far tourng

With the flat handiebars, | was sitting n a
crouch, choking up on the front part of the saddle COn this
mathing, the foolpegs were arranged so that | was
hatanced pratly well The wired blast kept my weight off
my arms so that | could rest my hands lightly on the bars
That was good  othervise, small relalive motions
between me and molorcycle would have kept me speading
up and slowing down jerkily, From 4800 rpm up, the
Norton's throltle response was so sensitive and so quick
that it felt ke the throtte was attached to the rear
wheel

| didn’'t have to exerl much pressure 10 rotate
the twistarip, it anly had to deal with wo carburelors,
and the spring pressure was light Thal makes a big
difference on a touring machine, too. | used 1o have to sit
almost sidesaddie on a CH-750 just o get some leverage

This side of Point Mugu | decided to ot
across to Camarilio, so as to avold winding through
Oxnard | was on a busy two-lane road passing
throgh & ke fat valey of farmiands, wien the
sidewinds hit me  These weren'l everyday old
sidewinds, (hey wiere high-velocity gusts and chunks of
air The poor Morton just didn’t know what (o do
aboul that | had to rejoin Highway 101 For awhile,
and the Interstate manaced its winrs better  They
were still heavy, and they were still gusting, bul hey
were the normal kind, and the Norton ddn’t rmnd them

Al Bncan | ran mto most of the serous surfars
in this part of Southern Cailfornia.  Puliing off the road, |
parked the bike and sat on the hilside, watching them
taking off for long rides on the shore-breaking waves
While | was studying the action n fhe ocean, a group of
wetsuited surfers were just as busy checking oul the
Morton You always want what you can't have. | can
carry & wetsuit and fins on bike with ro bassle, but i
theyye mvented a surfboard you can cary on your
motoreyele along with your other stuff | don’t koo aboul
it. | spent a long, long time sitting an that hillside, and then
| fred up the bike again, heading ror Santa Barbara,

O the two-tame road climbing the Santa Ynes
mountams, |he curves said "35 mph” and were good for
about teice that  Third gear | found myself leaning
forweard on the bike, halfway Into a luck, using reverse
fock on the bars o Gt the ke Oh, did it comer niceby)
Really precise lines. And it was a very openminded
maching  IF | wanted (o brake hard swhile leaned over
going into @ cormer | that was okay with the MNorton 171
wanted to change my line, that was perfectly all right too
B0 much for my worries about squirreliness The MNorton
and | were fast making friends

| pulted off on a side road with a whole series
of <low S bends Mo problem. Vou could throw the bike
inlo one leg of the 5, pick it up, and dump it right down
into the other leg Mo reed o sel up for the cormess: |
usent the gearbox a lol, because | nesded 1o and becalse
it was 0 eacy to use  Just blip it and downshift while
braking, and you're right back in the powerband agair

Rithng back up to San Marcos Pass, | charged
the roail again, but when | got to the pass, there was
Sania Barbara and a good-size chunk of the Pacific, all
spread ul below me, 2 ong way dovn and a long way
off. | idied back down the mounlainside, absorbing the
spactacular viesy while angry pickup trucks passed me
wheneyver they could on the short staightaways

(To be continued next 155ue)




THE NEWSLETTER OF THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH 4

EXHAUST PIPE SPRING PULLER

(Mike Capalite in +the Sept., 1976 Llssue of
CYCLE GUIDE comes through again. )

Spring-loaded exhaust pipes have become
axtreamely popular in motooross racing oireles
With a spring-loaded pips; wvibration won't
cAause o structural fatigue failure. nf the
exhaust pipe mounting brackets.

Hemoving such an exhaust pips, though, can
be = little tricky-—— unless you have ones of
| these fancy gpring removers on the market. The
spring removers look like miniature cotton bale
hooks, with & swall hook on one end and @
handle on the other. [f you have =risd ta
remove one of thege exhaust pipes without the

spring tool, wvou probasbly uszed a pair of
Pliers and found that it constantly slipped off

TECH TIPS =
A nice, easy, inexpensive substitute for a
spring  puller is  an  old spoke, either
SERVICE REI,EASE motoroycle or bicyele. Take s short piece of
broom handle or other type of wooden dowel and

Sefff'. 197!

drill a hole in the middle of it the size of
the spoke you are going to use 5lip the spoke

through the hole, secure it with the spoke

Ho. HE2 nipple, and you have a perfect spring puller.
) All you have te do is hook the bent nipple end
Damage to oil pipe by chafing eround the spring and pull-- the spring will

comp off easily.

Commando 1971 (all models)

THCH ‘F1F: HBEMOVING BRO—
Worldwide (Trade Only) KEN STUDESE AND BOLTS
) % {The following dppsared in the Nev,, 1990
Oil pipos, 062201 (Feed) 062200 (Roturn) lssue ol CYOLE GUTDE
If contact should ocour betwéen the oil feed ana I don'U belleve there is a mechanic who
roturn pipes and various cycle parts, there is a has foL broken of £ g bolt or stud in an engine
muni‘bil“;:_‘,f of 0il loss if the pipes should be dnd had to take [t gut with an "easy out”.
gl 4 o T + s - - - Phis ls not a hard Job and [t requires a minimum
J:*...ba through. a CGEm €T tois, “ are repogit— uf tools. one of which is a drill. Of pourse
ioning the pipes and also introducing re~inforead the stud or boll is dreken GFf above the
pipes which have & much greater rosistance to surface where it can be gripped with pliers
damagn. The same oil pipe numbers continue and ar vise-grips and removed. (U 1s no problem.
e When tL nas broken off below the surface s
futurc spares supplics will bo of tha lator typo.

Vomost home mechanies have problems. As

. 1 Sofever o oelean, even, shoalh bree L
F‘mﬂn thﬂ 011 Pipcs Euﬁmly rﬂr vanncu Uf rider nll‘{‘i ‘I’l:éi:: s SR b: ‘E‘;rt’l“:r
: A s : 4 ag £ N oske 3
fouling and roposition as required. The peints Lhe drill directly in the csnter of the broken
of foul whick should be checked aro: dhud,  AS the “easy-sul” forces itz biting edges
. - oubward to get a blt® agalnslt the oubside edge
a) Botworn tho roar fondor and the point whero of the drilled hole,"if the hale is off-center,
tho metal oil roturn pipe ontars the flexihle tt will bite into the Lhreasds holding the stud
pipe bohind the oil tank, and you will be shovel ing sand against Lhe tlde
3 T a dmall propane tarch or a guod soldering
I3
b) 4t tho sharp cdge of the machined faco where tron Is used. Che hole =an be (0] led with solder

the oil tank strainor union sbuts to the rear WiLh the hole fllled with solder, IL (s no problem

of the tank, Lo itarpunch (L and drill L correctly In
I | fune where solder would not be appropriate
e} &t tho horm. (On lator models tho oil pipe (like on the botlom of Lhé englne; solder doesn't
elip is ro-formod to bold tho pipes clear of run uphill two well) o small wooden dowel can
the horn). Sheuld tho horn slackon on it ke Lapped Inbo the hole and the delll started
mountings, this can result in fupthor foul- in Lhe dowel

ing. To re-sceurc the horn, romove tho resr

" fonder to gain acfess. Choclk thot the coptro
bolt doos net battom in tho casting end shorten
if nocessary beforc rotightoning.

d) 4t tho front ef the »ight framo gussct plate
adjacent to the rear engino mounting.

o) At tho front of tho battory tray.

I tho pipes show signs of wear ss a result of
fouling, roplace with the lator ro-inforced oil
pipc.




RTIDE REPORT

© B2 Surcay, Febniary 151087
Downpour
might last
all day

: An inch of rain to fall
| throughout Bay Area

FLYIN® NORTONS

| watched Phil eat his third helping Such 2
mila-mannered guy | thought, yet here was clear evidence af a
wild, animal psyche surfacing to attack yet anotner Swedish
meatball  Overhead, 2 variety of model airplanes lazily
strolled by, Over by the buffet alan was Jostling and
eventually nutmaneuvering 3 mother with her small child He
speared some pickled beels and snalched some sprouts and
returned triumphantly to our table. “See, no need to wail”
Harvey took another sip of champagne and grew rosler The
band played louder

The day had started for me In sunshine but the
weatherman had predicted the worst  With the promise of
another look at Ed Brooks collection In San Jose, | bundled
raingear and camera together, opted for a fairing, and slipped
up my muddy driveway to the street Once on the freeway, in
taht traffic, | settled in for the hour ride 1t cocurred to me
that most accidents occur in the first elghteen minutes of
riding because |t takes {me, anyway) at least twenty minutes
Lo sguish the saddle just right, stretch the arms and legs Just
right, and reacquaint the mind to the Teel” of the bike; the
brakes, the motor, the trans, the tires | was passed by a
Ninja, the unfucky fellow was nabbed about flve minutes
later He was the only other bike | saw in either direction
until | hit Rabers. Some light rain threatened here and Lhere
bul | was committed

Bob Raber had his shop open with coffee and
doughnuts waiting, Ed Brooks was gracious enough to show us
around  They're reorganizing an Immense space and It's going
to be spectacular when (L's doneé  For the moment Ed's
collection |s packed in several rooms but we were able to
wander around and through the aisles to see the bikes Chris
Michals went Into shock at the sight of all the goodies and had
to be revived by a sympathetic but also drooling Don
Danmeier Ed Is apparently leaning more toward old Harleys
and Indlans tnese days but the number and variety of old
British iron 15 notewarthy And some had zerp miles |
personally witnessed a kneeling Lyn Scott saying barely
audible prayers to a brand new Commando

We exited and found that Mark Welsendanger had tried
to join the ride the hard way His racer, eguipped for the
street during the off season, blew its rear thre on the freeway
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and Mark went down  Severol pickupa steppeo quickly and
assisted m and his bike to Rabers He was fine but his
primary case was sporting a new hole and several parts were
dangling nere and there Friends stayed (o help him carl the
remains homs

Meanwhile, Harvey was dashing in and out of the store
shaking his fist at the sky. Even though Alan hag worn nis
raingear, we endured & short downpour with  much
apprehension  The wait was over |n fifteen minutes or so and,
napptly, that was 1T for the day Incrediblel

Qur ride to Morgan HIll was 2 short one. Harvey fater
5311 e was giad | was |eading so that he wouldn't be accused
ol wroeng s But Harv, | weme  from  ihe
‘It-doesn't -matter-which-way-you-go-because-it's-all-fun-o
two-wheels school S0, with the headlight aimed in the
general direction of Morgan HIll, we took off on G& to the
Flying Laay

Harvey sprang for two rounds ang then “Nerton, party
of nine” was called to their table We deposited our gear and
made a mad dash for the food. Chris yelled, Me firstl” but
Pht] delivered a karate chop to his midsection which sent him
sprawling over several tables. John Covell, standing behind
Don, pinched Alan's ear and when Alan turmed to confronl his
aggressor John guletly sipped anead of the Lwo of them A
fired-up Chris leaped back into the line and began pounding
Phil's back but by this time Phil had snagged a carrot stick
and was munching contentedly

Alter prunch we wandered through ane of the large
airplane/car museums on the property. As we were preparing
to leave | could sense that movement around us had stopped
ang when | Tocused on the bystanders | saw that we were at
the center of everyone's attention One Dy one the Nortons
fired up O!d men watched with thin smiles and small tears In
tneir eyes; women clutched their wide-eyed children  And
then, with a mighty “Hi no, ‘01 Rellable” Harvey lead us off

into the hills.

Ang YOU missed It Shame,

NORTO

Ton

‘First, | shal by him Then, he shot by me:
Then =
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You'll find more than
motorcycle parts & service
at Raber’s!

At Raber's you'll find an honest, experienced
friend with cycle expertise. Ask for Bob or Bill
and solve your moloreyele problems today
Raber's supplies parts for:

Norlon) suEAT

Ier's
European Cycle Works Inc | 4081 T9E-3455
1615-C Almaden Rd | Rear Blda. | Tue-I'ri 84
SanJose, CA 915 Sal -3

WT@

moTo cuzzi  SDWEETI

Trazorp
L SMOTORS MUNROE MOTORS, INC.

MOTO MORIME MOoToORCYCLES

Norton Owners - 7.T. specializes in BALRS S BERVIGK - PANTE

European motorcycles and offers com- SINCE 1988
plete parts, service, and machine shop ;
: Munroe has three mechanics that are
for a1l the wonderful bikes we sell. familiar with Nortons and have been for
Stop by and visit and check us out! a number of years. We can replace
+ Complete line of British tools e:haustrports with the head on the hike
s
* Manuals and spares for your Norton | 2nd don't know of anyone else who can.
* Speed Equipment: The job looks 1ike original factory!
: Call for a quote on shop prices. We
Megacycle and webcam camshafts also bave a good Norton parts supply.
Single Mikuni kits
Exhaust port repair $45 each
Valve jobs and port work
Cycliner boring and surfacing

* 10% discount on all parts [except
Lucas! to N.0.C. members

2800 Adalina Street
Berkoley, CA B4703
fam -8pm Tues —Sal A1Z VaLmmMCiA BT,
BAN FRANCISCO Ba10D

FPHoNE 828.3498




